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Hundreds Attend Dedication of Stewart Chimes
Many Turned Away From First Congregational Church Sunday

Vesper Program Given

Bells Peal Forth as Crowd Listens Around Binney Park

With the largest congregation in the history of the First Congregational Church present, the 
chimes presented by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stewart of Sound Beach in memory of their son Robert 
were dedicated Sunday morning. The auditorium was filled to overflowing and the vestibule was 
filled to the doors. Many were forced to stand, and others were turned away for lack of room.

Rev. Mr. Allen Lorimer, pastor of the church, delivered a stirring sermon on "The Voice of the 
Chimes," and Fred Patton, bass soloist, sang two appropriate selections, "There is No Death" and 
"The Voice of the Chimes." Before and after the service chime selections were given by Chester 
Meneely, of the Meneely Bell Company of Troy, N.Y., which installed the bells, and by Miss 
Viola Worrell, organist of the church.

During the afternoon a chime vesper service was held from 5 to 6 o'clock. Many listened to the 
chime concert from the inside of the church, but hundreds of others listened from automobiles 
parked along Sound Beach Avenue or Arch street, on the opposite side of Binney Park. A 
program of about 30 selections was presented. It is hoped to make the chime vesper service a 
weekly feature, which will come to have an important place in the community life. Prior to the 
vesper service Sunday the chimes were played by the automatic control from 2 to 2:30 o'clock.

In place of the usual responsive reading during the morning service there was a special dedication
reading. The chime selections before and after the morning service were familiar hymns, but 
during the vesper service several selections not of a sacred nature were played. Many hymns 
were on the afternoon program also.

Rev. Mr. Lorimer in his sermon stressed the influence of music in our lives and presented a word 
picture of the meaning of the chimes to Sound Beach as a community.

"These beautiful chimes, calling us to worship, have two essential meanings," said Rev. Mr. 
Lorimer, "one to those who have given them and one to those who have received. The 
community can never appreciate the full meaning and beauty of these bells, but we can love their 
music and listen to their message. There are fathers and mothers who understand deeply the 
awful cost of this memorial,- not a cost in money, though these bells are the best that money can 
buy, but a cost in life and love.



"Throughout our village these bells will ring their messages of hope, cheer and glad tidings. They 
will tell the sick that God still sends beauty and comfort to them, even in pain. They will tell the 
indifferent that though they may escape the church, God still insists upon announcing His 
presence. They will ring forth a message to the golf course sending hymns and worship, asking 
men in the midst of their Sabbath play to be quiet a moment and utter a silent prayer for 
privileges God has given them. At Christmas season the bells will toll the fact that Christ was 
born to a world that has acknowledged but not admitted Him. At New Years, glad tidings will 
ring out the old, ring in the new, asking men and women to lose their weariness and burdens of 
the past in the hope and expectation of the future. At Easter, immortal hymns expressing the 
deepest aspiration of humanity, the future life, will tell their story. Thanksgiving season and July 
the Fourth will find hearts of gratitude responding the hymns of country love and fatherly 
protection, while at wedding time and funeral time the ushering in of happiness and love and the 
going forth of those who have lived the human story will cause hearts and minds to pause for a 
moment over the heights and depths of this great experience called life. God will be nearer to us 
all, and the community will be greatly bettered.

"There will be one home, however, where the chimes will have the most sacred of all meanings, 
a home where an only child, a son in early manhood, has been, for some unknowable reason, 
transferred to another world of service. In the hearts of this father and mother the chimes will 
strike the deepest chords, memories of parent love. And those of us who listen and understand 
will appreciate this deep significance of the bells, calling from earth to heaven a song of love, 
that God will care and protect him who has gone before. In appreciation, therefore, of the motive 
sponsoring this gift, the members and friends of this church express to you, Mr. and Mrs. 
Stewart, our gratitude. We cannot return to you what has been taken away. We can, and will, 
however, cherish this memorial as your symbol of love. You have given us what can be no longer 
given to your son, comfort, beauty, truth. In high response to this highest of all motives we accept 
the gift, together with the privileges and responsibilities that go with it. Your memories have 
found a noble expression in this memorial.

"Our church will go on and with it the music of the chimes. We who worship here and minister 
will gradually be supplanted by others seeking communion with God. The chimes will stand for 
centuries, serving notice to the future that pain and pleasure, suffering and happiness, truth and 
beauty, always will be inextricably woven in the warp and woof of human experience, that here 
in God's temple the same intangible quality in man that appreciates the divine message of 
beautiful music also builds the human structure on divine faith that those whom we have known 
and loved shall be known and loved again."


