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The Meetinghouse News is a quarterly publication of 
the First Congregational Church of Greenwich. The first 
edition was publishd in January, 2021. 

Each quarter, the magazine serves to highlight the 
many events and sacred celebrations in the life of the 
church. 

To find up-to-date information on upcoming events 
and activities, make sure to subscribe to the Friday 
email, and check the calendar on the church website.
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A Note from the Senior Pastor

Reverend Patrick Collins

Dear Friends,

The calm and quiet of August in the life of First Church quickly turns to a 
bustle and flurry of activity when the calendar turns to September. For the 
first time in a few years, it really felt like the hustle and bustle was back in a 
relatively familiar form. The stark reality of the situation, though, is that over 
the last few years more than a few of our members have since moved away 
or are now at eternal rest. We at First Church deeply mourn the loss, in one 
way or another, of so many dearly beloved members. At the same time, 
we know that God will continue to work in wonderful and mysterious ways 
through the many people who know and love First Church.

In order to truly live into who God wants us to be, we need you to come back 
and bear witness to and be a part of the many wonderful opportunities we 
have planned for the program year. We have relied on a skeleton crew of 
volunteers for a few years now, and to continue as we have is not sustainable 
in the long term. We know that during the last few years it was easy to form 
new habits and routines, which did not include the church. We ask that you 
find time to make First Church a part of your life again, to come see how 
God is working in our midst, and to volunteer in ways you may not have 
before. This is truly an exciting time in the life of the church and we want and 
need you to be a part of it.

Grace & Peace,

Reverend Patrick Collins
Senior Pastor
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The church recently faced a couple of urgent capital upkeep projects that could not be financed within the annual budget and for which we needed 
your support. We are happy to report that, with and because of your help, we managed to raise the funds required to perform the repairs and 
replacements at First Church needed for us to continue to provide a secure, comfortable and accessible space for our important mission.

It is truly gratifying to receive this evidence of loyalty and love for our Church in a time of need. Your support has further inspired us all in our 
continuing efforts to make First Church an even more inviting, welcoming and inspiring base for our spiritual, community-building, educational 
and outreach work.

The immediate capital repair projects that were completed include:

Air Conditioning
There was an imminent need to replace the air conditioning equipment in the 
Meetinghouse, which installation dates back to 1996 and which has already 
well exceeded its twenty-year expected lifespan. One of the three A/C units in 
the Meetinghouse was dysfunctional but is now again fully operational. The 
cost of replacement totaled roughly $65,000.

Slate Shingles
Some 25 years after installation, a number of the slate shingles on the 
roof of the Meetinghouse had either come loose or had been displaced, 
meaning that we risked water damage in the Meetinghouse in the case 
of heavy downpours. This work required the use of an aerial lift to reach 
the missing/faltering shingles, which are  located in different parts of the 
roof, making it a costly project recently estimated at $24,000.

Handicap Lift
The handicap lift connecting the narthex (Meetinghouse level) to the auditori-
um level broke down beyond repair after some 30 years of service and need-
ed to be replaced to allow individuals with mobility challenges access to the 
auditorium, the lounge and the kitchen. The estimated cost to replace the lift 
was $19,000.

2022 CAPITAL REPAIR PROJECTS

Thank you to everyone who pledged additional funds this year to help us raise the 
$108,000 needed to complete these urgent capital repairs.
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Homecoming

The program year at First Church began with an uplifting and exciting worship service that honored traditions and looked forward with hopeful 
anticipation for how God will shape us as a community of faith in the future. We shared the story of Noah and the flood, complete with a sim-
ulated rainstorm and dramatic appearance of a rainbow. Throughout the rest of the year we will continue to explore how God is, and always 
has been, working to create the world in new ways, which we are to enjoy in bold, new and creative ways both individually and in community.

Many thanks to the welcoming committee, chaired by Meg Dempsey, and all of the volunteers who prepared the wonderful food, activities and 
games for us to enjoy as a community following the worship service. It was nice to see so many familiar faces and to welcome some guests and 

visitors to our time of fellowship.

By Patrick Collins, Senior Pastor
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PRESCHOOL & CHURCH SCHOOL
UNDERCROFT PROJECT
When vaccines became available for ages 5 and under in the 
Spring, our Undercroft space was once again able to safely house 
both our Preschool and Church School! In order to have this 
space best serve all of the children that come through the doors 
of First Church, a collaborative effort between the Preschool Staff 
and the Faith Formation & Education Committee happened over 
the summer to update and reorganize parts of the Undercroft. 

The Preschool offices (formerly located in the middle of the 
Preschool hallway) were swapped with the Church School Of-
fice and Resource Area. This enabled the former Resource Area 
to become a Preschool reception area and office space for the 
Preschool’s new Assistant Director, Kayla Vozzella. It also allowed 
the Preschool to use the “Come Unto Me” doors closest to Sound 
Beach Avenue as the new and only entrance for the Preschool, 
ensuring better safety measures and more streamlined drop-off 
and pick-up times. 

This switch also allowed for the new Church School Resource 
Area to reside in the Undercroft hallway, positioning it in the 
middle of Church School classrooms for easy access for our 
teachers, helpers and Sunday Supers. The room continues to 
serve all teachers throughout the week, as it is also used as a 
Teachers’ Lounge for the Preschool, which has been a welcome 
addition for our teachers. Another part of the reorganization has 
the Church School and Preschool sharing all supply resources, 
creating a more fully shared environment and eliminating the 
need for duplication of items in the space. 

The effort to update the Undercroft was an all-hands-on-deck 
situation for multiple weeks in order to make the transition 
happen before the scheduled Preschool improvements of fresh 
paint and new hallway lighting occurred. Many thanks to Pre-
school staff and helpers, all members of the Faith Formation and 
Education Committee, Sextons Curtis and Qasim, Tom White 
and his sons, Leighton and Owen and all who helped to make 
these changes for the benefit of the children at First Church!

By Rev. Cydney Van Dyke, Associate Pastor, and Jennifer DiCarlo, Preschool Director
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First Church Preschool welcomed Kayla Vozzella into our administration this past August. Kayla 
has taken on the role of Assistant Director of the Preschool. She joins First Church with 13 years 
of experience in Early Childhood Education, ranging from teaching to interim assistant director at 
other area preschools. 

Kayla’s strength is with curriculum. She will be working closely with our teachers on continuing 
to provide a strong play-based emergent curriculum using the CT Early Learning Developmental 
Standards. FCP is thrilled to welcome Kayla and to offer her incredible knowledge to our Preschool 
community. Please join the preschool in welcoming Kayla to our First Church community!

First Church Preschool started its 67th year serving our community 
by welcoming 117 children this past September! Our 9 classrooms 
are filled with children ages 2 - 5 years old, supported by 20 fantastic 
teachers and 2 administrators. 

We are excited to have a newly-renovated main hallway thanks to the 
OEC Stabilization Grant that Jennifer DiCarlo, the Preschool Director, 
obtained last spring. We also improved our safety and security by re-
purposing the Sound Beach Avenue doors to welcome all the children 
into our new reception area and preschool. Finally, we installed new 
fencing at our outdoor areas on the front lawn and by the cemetery, 
ensuring the safety of the children and encouraging additional out-
door learning time.  

The Preschool looks forward to a wonderful year of in-person learning 
now that vaccinations are available to the children we serve. We are 
welcoming parents and families back into our school for celebrations, 
events and classroom support. Our Preschool Parent Committee has 
been reinvigorated and is working hard to create social opportunities, 
fund raising and philanthropy opportunities to assist in rebuilding 
parent involvement coming out of COVID. 

The Preschool is excited to have started this new year of growth and 
learning! 

FIRST CHURCH PRESCHOOL WELCOMES 
NEW ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, KAYLA VOZZELLA

FIRST CHURCH PRESCHOOL | 2022-2023

Articles By Jennifer DiCarlo, Preschool Director
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WELCOMING BEACH PICNIC

The Welcoming Committee warmly welcomed church members and their friends and family to the annual First Church Beach 
Picnic. The event took place on the warm, sunny evening of Thursday, July 14, 2022 at the Clambake area of Greenwich Point.
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By Reverend Patrick Collins

We continued our long-standing tradition of holding worship 
services at Greenwich Point during the summer at 8 am. These 
worship services were one of the highlights of the summer here 
at First Church because they offered us the opportunity to wor-
ship in the beautiful space, which God created. One of my favorite 
moments at the beach is when we pause at the beginning of the 
service and simply feel the presence of God through the feel of 
the wind, sound of the water, and the feel of the sun on our faces 
and sand between our toes. It always is a nice reminder that in all 
we do God is with us.

Summer Beach Services



108 Sound Beach Avenue
Old Greenwich, CT 06870

203.637.1791
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It always is a nice reminder that in all 
we do God is with us.

“ “
- Reverend Patrick Collins
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