Greenwich Point Beach Service
Sunday, September 4, 2022
&:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich
declares itself to be open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership,
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
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Faith First. Love Always.



GREETING AND GATHERING PRAYER Reverend Patrick Collins

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: We gather here in anticipation,

All: seeking an encounter with our Holy God,

One: who comes among us when we least expect it,

All: who invites us to wrestle with our questions and doubts,
One: who richly blesses us and calls us each by name.

All: Let’s worship God together!

HYMN In The Bulb There Is A Flower
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1 In the bulb there is a flow - er; in the seed, an ap-ple tree;
2 There’s a song in ev-ery si- lence, seek-ing word and mel-o - dy;
3 In our end is our be-gin-ning; in our time, in-fin-i - ty;
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in co-coons, a hid-den prom-ise: but - ter-flies will soon be free!
there’s a dawn in ev-ery dark-ness, bring-ing hope to you and me.
in our doubt there is be - liev - ing; in our life, e - ter - ni - ty.
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In  the cold and snow of win - ter there’s a spring that waits to be,
From the past will come the fu - ture; what it holds, a mys-ter -y,
In our death, a res- ur-rec-tion; at the lastt a vic-to-ry,
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un - re-vealed wun-til its sea - son, some-thing God a-lone can see.



FIRST LESSON 1 Corinthians 10: 1-13
Common English Bible

Brothers and sisters, I want you to be sure of the fact that our ancestors were all
under the cloud and they all went through the sea. All were baptized into Moses in
the cloud and in the sea. All ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same
spiritual drink. They drank from a spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock
was Christ. However, God was unhappy with most of them, and they were struck
down in the wilderness. These things were examples for us, so we won’t crave evil
things like they did. Don’t worship false gods like some of them did, as it is
written, The people sat down to eat and drink and they got up to play. Let’s not
practice sexual immorality, like some of them did, and twenty-three thousand died
in one day. Let’s not test Christ, like some of them did, and were killed by the
snakes. Let’s not grumble, like some of them did, and were killed by the

destroyer. These things happened to them as an example and were written as a
warning for us to whom the end of time has come. So those who think they are
standing need to watch out or else they may fall. No temptation has seized you that
isn’t common for people. But God is faithful. He won’t allow you to be tempted
beyond your abilities. Instead, with the temptation, God will also supply a way out
so that you will be able to endure it.

SECOND LESSON Genesis 32: 22-32
Common English Bible

Jacob got up during the night, took his two wives, his two women servants, and his
eleven sons, and crossed the Jabbok River’s shallow water. He took them and
everything that belonged to him, and he helped them cross the river. But Jacob
stayed apart by himself, and a man wrestled with him until dawn broke. When the
man saw that he couldn’t defeat Jacob, he grabbed Jacob’s thigh and tore a muscle
in Jacob’s thigh as he wrestled with him. The man said, “Let me go because the
dawn is breaking.”

But Jacob said, “I won’t let you go until you bless me.”
He said to Jacob, “What’s your name?” and he said, “Jacob.” Then he said, “Your
name won’t be Jacob any longer, but Israel, because you struggled with God and

with men and won.”

Jacob also asked and said, “Tell me your name.”



But he said, “Why do you ask for my name?” and he blessed Jacob there. Jacob
named the place Peniel, “because I've seen God face-to-face, and my life has been
saved.” The sun rose as Jacob passed Penuel, limping because of his

thigh. Therefore, Israelites don’t eat the tendon attached to the thigh muscle to this
day, because he grabbed Jacob’s thigh muscle at the tendon.

MESSAGE A Well-Earned Limp
COMMUNION

We practice open Communion — all who wish to know the presence of Christ and to
participate in the community of God’s people are welcome to receive Communion,
including children of all ages, and regardless of church membership or
denominational affiliation. All are welcome to the table of God.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

HYMN Morning Has Broken
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1 Morn-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - ing; black-bird has
2 Sweet the rain’s new  fall sun -lit from heav - en, like the first
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn - ing, born of the
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spo - ken like the first bird. Praise for the sing - ing! Praise for the
dew - fall  on the first grass. Praise for the sweet-ness of the wet
one light E-den saw play! Praise with e - la - tion; praise ev -ery
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morn - ing! Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
gar - den, sprung in com - plete - ness where God’s feet pass.
morn - ing, God’s re -cre - a - tion of  the new day!

BENEDICTION



