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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich  
declares itself to be open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership,  

and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. 
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

GREETING AND GATHERING PRAYER Reverend Patrick Collins 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
One:  We gather together to worship, knowing that God is already here among us; 
All:  knowing that there is nothing that separates us from the presence of 

our Lord. 
One:  Wherever we are, wherever we go, 
All:  God is near. 
One:  So let us enter into this service of worship with confidence and hope, 
All:  knowing that God is already with us, and that God stands eager to 

meet us and bless us with God’s love. 
 
HYMN  In The Bulb There Is A Flower 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

FIRST LESSON  Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16 
  New International Version 
 
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not 
see. This is what the ancients were commended for. 
 
By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that 
what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 
 
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. By 
faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; 
he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise. For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect 
and builder is God. And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was 
enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had made the 
promise. And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 
 
All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, 
admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. People who say such 
things show that they are looking for a country of their own. If they had been 
thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 
Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.  
 
SECOND LESSON Luke 12: 32-40 
  Common English Bible 

 
“Don’t be afraid, little flock, because your Father delights in giving you the 
kingdom.	Sell your possessions and give to those in need. Make for yourselves 
wallets that don’t wear out—a treasure in heaven that never runs out. No thief 
comes near there, and no moth destroys.	Where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be too. 
 
“Be dressed for service and keep your lamps lit.	Be like people waiting for their 
master to come home from a wedding celebration, who can immediately open the 
door for him when he arrives and knocks on the door.	Happy are those servants 
whom the master finds waiting up when he arrives. I assure you that, when he 



 

 

arrives, he will dress himself to serve, seat them at the table as honored guests, and 
wait on them.	Happy are those whom he finds alert, even if he comes at midnight or 
just before dawn.	But know this, if the homeowner had known what time the thief 
was coming, he wouldn’t have allowed his home to be broken into.	You also must be 
ready, because the Human One	is coming at a time when you don’t expect him.” 

	
MESSAGE  At The Heart Of It All 
 
COMMUNION 

We practice open Communion – all who wish to know the presence of Christ and to   
participate in the community of God’s people are welcome to receive Communion,   

including children of all ages, and regardless of church membership or   
denominational affiliation. All are welcome to the table of God. 

  
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN Morning Has Broken 

 
 
BENEDICTION 


