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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich  
declares itself to be open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership,  

and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. 
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
  



 

 

GREETING AND GATHERING PRAYER Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
One:  We have gathered together, seeking to know our God; 
All:  With great rejoicing we come to the house of the Lord today! 
One:  O God, reach out your hand and touch our mouths, 
All:  That authentic praise may flow freely from our lips. 
One:  Put your words on our tongues, O Lord, 
All:  That we might exalt you with reverence and awe. 
One:  Empower us to speak truth to the nations, 
All:  And to build your kingdom here on earth. 
One:  Come, let us worship the Lord! 
All:  Let us celebrate the presence of God here in this place and in all our lives. 
 
HYMN  Lord, When I Came Into This Life 

 



 

 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 1: 4-10 
 New International Version 

 
The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 
  
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
    before you were born I set you apart; 
    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
  
“Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” 
  
But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you 
to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will 
rescue you,” declares the Lord. 
  
Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have put 
my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot 
and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

 
SECOND LESSON Luke 13: 10-17 

 Common English Bible 
 

Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. A woman was there who 
had been disabled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and couldn’t stand up 
straight. When he saw her, Jesus called her to him and said, “Woman, you are set free 
from your sickness.” He placed his hands on her and she straightened up at once and 
praised God. 
  
The synagogue leader, incensed that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, responded, “There 
are six days during which work is permitted. Come and be healed on those days, not on 
the Sabbath day.” 
  
The Lord replied, “Hypocrites! Don’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey 
from its stall and lead it out to get a drink? Then isn’t it necessary that this woman, a 
daughter of Abraham, bound by Satan for eighteen long years, be set free from her 
bondage on the Sabbath day?” When he said these things, all his opponents were put to 
shame, but all those in the crowd rejoiced at all the extraordinary things he was doing. 

	
MESSAGE  The Community Touch 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

COMMUNION 
We practice open Communion – all who wish to know the presence of Christ and to   
participate in the community of God’s people are welcome to receive Communion,   

including children of all ages, and regardless of church membership or   
denominational affiliation. All are welcome to the table of God. 

  
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN God Of Great And God Of Small 

 
 
BENEDICTION 


