FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
Sunday April 24, 2022

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children
and calls it good... and so do we!
At First Church, we believe that the way we
welcome children in worship directly affects the
way they respond to God,
the church, and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in worship,
we’ve created the PrayGround,
located in the front of the chapel
(right side of the Meetinghouse)
where children and others
can engage in worship
through movement and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space
for movement and sensory materials for
all ages to worship with and through.
The presence of all God’s children is a gift to the
church, which offers hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage.

MASK UPDATE
All gatherings at the church are now mask optional.
The offices are open by appointment only during business hours.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
All:
One:
All:

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
Adagio
André Caplet (1878 – 1925)
Paul Ghaffari, violin
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, piano
Reverend Patrick Collins

We gather together in the name of the One who bids us come.
We gather together to hear the words of the One who is Love.
We gather together to sing praises of the One who teaches peace.
Come, let us worship!

†HYMN

† Please rise in body or in spirit

Praise The Lord, God’s Glories Show
Tune: Llanfair

GATHERING PRAYER

Reverend Patrick Collins

God of all creation, you love justice and you establish peace on earth.
We bring before you the turmoil of today's world and we ask that you send your
spirit and renew the face of the earth. Help us to be compassionate towards the
whole human family, strengthen the will of all those who fight for justice and for
peace, and give us that peace which the world cannot give. Amen.
COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

During the sung response, children will be dismissed to the Lounge.
RESPONSE

FIRST LESSON

Go, My Children, With My Blessing

Acts 5: 27-32
Common English Bible
Helen Ingraham

The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned
by the high priest. “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this
man’s blood.”

Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! The
God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him on a
cross. God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring
Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. We are witnesses of these things, and so is the
Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
ANTHEM

SECOND LESSON

Psalm 150
César Franck (1822-1890)
The Chancel Choir
John 20: 19-31
Common English Bible

It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were behind closed
doors because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood among
them. He said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they were filled with joy. Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” Then he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if
you don’t forgive them, they aren’t forgiven.”
Thomas, the one called Didymus, one of the Twelve, wasn’t with the disciples when Jesus
came. The other disciples told him, “We’ve seen the Lord!”
But he replied, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, put my finger in the wounds left
by the nails, and put my hand into his side, I won’t believe.”
After eight days his disciples were again in a house and Thomas was with them. Even
though the doors were locked, Jesus entered and stood among them. He said, “Peace be
with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. Look at my hands. Put your
hand into my side. No more disbelief. Believe!”
Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!”
Jesus replied, “Do you believe because you see me? Happy are those who don’t see and yet
believe.”
Then Jesus did many other miraculous signs in his disciples’ presence, signs that aren’t
recorded in this scroll. But these things are written so that you will believe that Jesus is
the Christ, God’s Son, and that believing, you will have life in his name.
MESSAGE

Shalom
Reverend Patrick Collins

†HYMN

† Please rise in body or in spirit

Come, You Faithful, Raise The Strain
Tune: St. Kevin

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING
SOLO

DOXOLOGY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Be Thou My Vision
Arr. Tom Trenney (b. 1977)
Daniel Young, tenor
Paul Ghaffari, violin

†HYMN

† Please rise in body or in spirit

Christ Is Alive!
Tune: Truro

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Christ Lay In The Bonds Of Death
J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Join us for Community Hour in the auditorium
following worship this morning!

There is Regular Church School today.
Children will go to the Lounge right after the
Children’s Message where we will regroup
depending on the number of
children and teachers we have.
Among other lessons, we will celebrate Earth Day and explore the
biblical basis for our honoring this day.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
The Offering Envelopes have arrived!
They can be picked up during Community Hour.

THE RUMMAGE ROOM
The Rummage Room this week is seeking cookware,
new swimsuits, outdoor decor and entertaining supplies,
children’s toys, and boys clothing for one year olds.
Volunteer opportunity: The Rummage Room is seeking a
person to assist the treasurer with comparing cash register
tape with credit card charges. If this may be a good fit for
you, please call Erna Olson at 203-656-4349.

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR POSITIONS ON CHURCH COMMITTEES
The Standing Committees are the backbone of our congregation lending vital support
to the staff to carry out the programs and operations of the church. Please look deep within
your heart and nominate yourself, a family member, or a friend.
In turn, service on a committee is an opportunity to give back and bring us all closer
together as a community and ultimately to God. Most committees meet once a month on
Wednesday evening. The work of the committees is varied and there’s something for
everyone. Some opportunities for service….
• Interested in meeting new people, think about joining Welcoming.
• Want to make a meaningful connection with members who are experiencing difficult
times, the Caring Ministry provides support and resources.
• Have some creative ideas on bringing the community together, join Faith Formation.
• Enjoy planning activities for children, try the Church School.
• Want to do hands-on service, Outreach is the spot for you.
• Willing to lend your professional expertise, one of the administrative committees may
be for you. (Asset Management, Budget, Personnel, Preschool, Stewardship)
• Like to participate in worship, join the Diaconate.
Please reach out to us or any member of the Nominating Committee listed below for
more information. We look forward to talking with you to share the work of the many
committees and finding a good fit for your time and interests.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration.
2022 Nominating Committee
Donna Hascher & Pat Mendelsohn—Co-Chairs
(donna.hascher@gmail.com) (patmendelsohn@aol.com)
Ginny Breismeister (ginbreis22@gmail.com)
Chris Cantwell (ctcantwells@sbcglobal.net)
Rev. Patrick Collins (patrickc@fccog.org)
Arthur Delmhorst (artdelmhorst45@gmail.com)
Bobbie Hopkins (rbhop029@gmail.com)
Nanette Laffan (nlaffan@optonline.net)

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870
203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org

Ministers - All Members Of
The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich

Senior Pastor
Reverend Patrick Collins
Associate Pastor
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
Minister of Music
Dr. Craig Scott Symons
Faith Formation and Education Coordinator
Rosemary Lamie
Parish Nurse
Susan Asselin, RN
Church Office Coordinator
Wendy Spezzano
Director of Public Relations
Stephen Lucin
Livestream Director
Daniel Lepoutre
Audio Technician
Bob Small
Database Administrative Assistant
Sue Wilder
Sextons
Curtis Gay, Qasim Hussaini
Sunday Sexton
Julio Yika
Director of Preschool
Jennifer DiCarlo
Pastors Emeriti
Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers - Reverend Sally Colegrove

