PALM SUNDAY
Sunday April 10, 2022

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children
and calls it good... and so do we!
At First Church, we believe that the way we
welcome children in worship directly affects the
way they respond to God,
the church, and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in worship,
we’ve created the PrayGround,
located in the front of the chapel
(right side of the Meetinghouse)
where children and others
can engage in worship
through movement and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space
for movement and sensory materials for
all ages to worship with and through.
The presence of all God’s children is a gift to the
church, which offers hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
The calla lilies in the Meetinghouse are given in loving memory of our parents,
Margaret and Carleton Gisborne by Claire Henry and Ruth Reed and our families.
CALL TO COMMUNITY
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP

Reverend Patrick Collins
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
Arr. Joel Raney
Cherub, Children’s, Youth
Chancel, Palmer Handbell Choirs
Vance Briceland, piano

†HYMN

All Glory, Laud, And Honor
Tune: St. Theodulph

† Please rise in body or in spirit

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
As the people spread their coats palm branches on the ground to welcome Jesus
into Jerusalem, so we welcome him into our lives this morning. God of glory and
God of peace, reign in our hearts and lives this day and all days, that we might
praise your holy name.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

During the sung response, children will return to their seats.
RESPONSE

FIRST LESSON

The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue,
to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.
The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears;
I have not been rebellious,
I have not turned away.
I offered my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
I did not hide my face
from mocking and spitting.
Because the Sovereign Lord helps me,
I will not be disgraced.
Therefore have I set my face like flint,
and I know I will not be put to shame.
He who vindicates me is near.

He’s Got The Whole World

Isaiah 50: 4-9
New International Version
Lynn Hawxhurst

Who then will bring charges against me?
Let us face each other!
Who is my accuser?
Let him confront me!
It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me.
Who will condemn me?
They will all wear out like a garment;
the moths will eat them up.
PSALM

Psalm 118
Anglican Chant
The Chancel Choir

The Lord is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.
Joyful shouts of salvation sound from the tents of the righteous:
‘The right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds;
the right hand of the Lord raises up;
the right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds.’
I shall not die, but live
and declare the works of the Lord.
The Lord has punished me sorely,
but he has not given me over to death.
Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord;
the righteous shall enter through it.
I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
The stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvellous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
Come, O Lord, and save us we pray.
Come, Lord, send us now prosperity.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;
we bless you from the house of the Lord.
The Lord is God; he has given us light;
link the pilgrims with cords
right to the horns of the altar.
You are my God and I will thank you;
you are my God and I will exalt you.
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

SECOND READING

Luke 19: 28-40
Common English Bible

After Jesus said this, he continued on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
As Jesus came to Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of Olives, he gave two disciples a
task. He said, “Go into the village over there. When you enter it, you will find tied up
there a colt that no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks, ‘Why
are you untying it?’ just say, ‘Its master needs it.’” Those who had been sent found it
exactly as he had said.
As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?”
They replied, “Its master needs it.” They brought it to Jesus, threw their clothes on the
colt, and lifted Jesus onto it. As Jesus rode along, they spread their clothes on the road.
As Jesus approached the road leading down from the Mount of Olives, the whole throng of
his disciples began rejoicing. They praised God with a loud voice because of all the mighty
things they had seen. They said,
“Blessings on the king who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens.”
Some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, scold your disciples! Tell
them to stop!”
He answered, “I tell you, if they were silent, the stones would shout.”
MESSAGE

The Art of Riding a Donkey
Reverend Patrick Collins

†HYMN

† Please rise in body or in spirit

The Palms

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY SOLO
DOXOLOGY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Clem Lepoutre
Ride On, King Jesus
Arr. Hall Johnson (1888-1970)
Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano

†HYMN

Hosanna, Loud, Hosanna
Tune: Ellacombe

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Improvisation/Fanfare on
“All Glory, Laud And Honor”

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

COVID-19 MASK POLICY UPDATE
The Re-Opening Task Force decided, at a recent meeting, to make masking optional for
in-person worship services. Please know that you are welcome to join us for in-person
worship if you choose to continue to wear a mask or not. All gatherings at the church are
now mask optional. The offices will remain open by appointment only during business
hours.
The Re-Opening Task Force will continue to monitor the situation and, if needed, will
revisit safety protocols and procedures.

Community Hour in the auditorium is back!
During our time of fellowship masks are optional.
Please participate as you feel comfortable.

Since it is Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week, children
will remain in church for the entire service. There will be extra
books to read and coloring pages in the PrayGround for our older
children to borrow during the service.
Easter Saturday egg dyeing and egg hunt 10 am – 12 noon next Saturday, April 16
(outside weather permitting but inside if necessary). Egg Hunt will be by age for
Preschool and Elementary School. For egg dyeing, be sure to BRING YOUR OWN
HARDBOILED EGGS we will have all you need to color and decorate your eggs to take
home. See you there!!!

Remember to keep writing Peace Prayers and decorating the Peace Doves.
Supplies and directions will be in the back of the church and in Community
Hour. Then watch for the display on Easter Sunday.

Finally mark your calendar for
Saturday, April 23rd 11 am to 1 pm
when we will have a special Earth Day Planting Project at
Pilgrim Towers in nearby Stamford. Everyone is invited!

LENTEN PROJECT 2022 - APPEAL FOR UKRAINE
Uniting in prayer, action, and giving - please join in supporting our 2022 Lenten Project,
The First Congregational Church Appeal for Ukraine. We are asking for donations to
relieve the emergency needs of those affected by the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine and
neighboring countries. Donations will be divided among three highly respected agencies.
They are:
Americares
International Rescue Committee
United Church of Christ - Ukraine Emergency Appeal
To give to the First Congregational Church Appeal for Ukraine, go to My First Church
and select Appeal for Ukraine from the drop-down menu. You may also send a check to
First Church with “Appeal for Ukraine” in the memo line, or text FCCOG UKRAINE to
73256.
Because of the immediacy of the need, we will make an initial allocation of funds as soon
as we have raised a meaningful amount. Please give this your prompt prayerful
consideration.
We stand as a people of faith in love and compassion with the people of Ukraine and all
who are affected.
Questions? Please contact laurenghaffari@gmail.com

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 14 6 P.M. - 8 P.M.
Supper and Service
Join us in the auditorium for a supper of vegetable and lemon
chicken soup. Please bring a side dish for 8-10 people.
At 7 p.m. we will enter the sanctuary for a solemn candlelight
service. We’ll provide childcare.
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 15 12 P.M. - 2 P.M.
Good Friday Service & Community Cross Walk
All are welcome to join us in the Meetinghouse at 12 p.m. for
a prayer service concluding with a community cross walk to
the beach. Together, we will carry the wooden cross used at the
Sunrise Service.
EASTER SATURDAY, APRIL 16 10 A.M. - 12 P.M.
Easter Saturday Family Event
All are welcome to join in a variety of fun and festive activities for all ages,
Including Egg Dyeing and an Easter Egg Hunt.
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 17
6 A.M. Sunrise Service at Greenwich Point
9 A.M. & 11 A.M. Easter Service in-person in the Meetinghouse and
streaming live online

OFFERING ENVELOPES
The Offering Envelopes have arrived!
They can be picked up in the Auditorium during
Community Hour.

Easter Flowers and Brass
The Deacons invite contributions for flowers & brass in the Meetinghouse this Easter.
You may give to one, the other, or both. Any amount is welcome. Any amount is welcome.
Please deliver this completed form with your check to the Church Office
(payable to The First Congregational Church of Greenwich)
on or before Sunday, April 10.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Please accept my contribution to the (check one or both):
_______ Easter Flower Fund
_______ Easter Brass
In MEMORY of:
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
In HONOR of:
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
By:
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $_______________
(Please print names legibly to minimize spelling errors.)
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