SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021
10:00 A.M.

Artwork: Berakah by Hannah Garrity

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children
and calls it good... and so do we!
At First Church we believe that the way we
welcome children in worship directly affects
the way they respond to God,
the church, and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in worship,
we’ve created the PrayGround, located in the
front of the chapel (right side of the
Meetinghouse) where children and others
can engage in worship through movement
and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space for movement
and sensory materials for all ages to worship
with and through. The presence of all God’s
children is a gift to the church,
which offers hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CALL TO COMMUNITY
FIRST CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY
PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Rev. Patrick Collins
Cynthia DeReimer & Gordon Assing
Bread Of The World
John Abdenour (b. 1962)
Hanna Golodinskii, soprano
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ
Betsy Kreuter

The home we long for is built on a foundation of love with Jesus as our
cornerstone.
The home we hope for is a home that knows peace:
A peace at the core of our being
A peace that calms our anxiety
A peace amidst our relationships
A peace experienced down the street and around the world.
The home we long for is a home that knows peace. So today we light the candle
of peace—as a reminder and as a prayer.
Let us give thanks for a foundation of love as together we build a home of
peace. Let us worship God.

†HYMN

Prepare The Way, O Zion
Tune: Bereden väg för herran

† Please rise in body or in spirit

CALL TO CONFESSION

Rev. Patrick Collins

In our scripture passage for today, Zechariah, a new father, speaks to his newborn son,
John the Baptist, for the very first time. I want you to imagine yourself in his shoes . . .
What would you say to a newborn sleeping in your arms? What would you want them to
know on their very first day? What would feel important?
I imagine that all of you would speak words of love.
It’s impossible not to speak words of love when you’re holding a baby, and yet as we
grow up, that skill tends to become harder for us to practice. So let us return to our
foundation—to words of love, starting with love for ourselves. Let us pray the prayer of
confession together.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
Holy God,
When John was Born, Zechariah leaned down and whispered words of love into his ear.
We know that you do the same for us, day in and day out, yet we fail to hear it.
We forget that in the beginning we were made good.
We doubt that we could possibly be enough.
We hustle for our self-worth and wear ourselves out aiming for perfection. We deflect
words of praise.
We hide behind shiny first impressions.
Forgive us. Trusting our worth is the hardest job.
Open our ears as you open our hearts,
so that we might rest on the foundation of goodness you have laid for us. Gratefully we
pray. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Family of faith,
No matter how old we get,
God continues to say to us:
“You are loved; you are forgiven.”
That is the foundation of our lives.
That is the truth upon which we build our home. So breathe deeply. There is grace and
peace here. Join me in proclaiming this good news:
We are loved. We are forgiven. We are claimed. This is our foundation. Thanks be to
God. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
RESPONSE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
Jesus Loves Me!
(Children will depart for Church School)

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

FIRST LESSON

Philippians 1: 3-11
New International Version
Lynn Hawxhurst

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray
with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ Jesus.
It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and,
whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s
grace with me. God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and
depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.
Advent Message
Martin How (b. 1931)
The Chancel Choir

ANTHEM

Come, Lord Jesus, come, Lord Jesus. Amen, come Lord Jesus.
O come quickly, come Lord Jesus, O come quickly, come Lord come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come, Lord Jesus. Amen, come Lord Jesus.
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord.
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Revelation 20:22
Isaiah 40:3

SECOND LESSON

Luke 1: 57-80
Common English Bible

When the time came for Elizabeth to have her child, she gave birth to a boy. Her
neighbors and relatives celebrated with her because they had heard that the Lord had
shown her great mercy. On the eighth day, it came time to circumcise the child. They
wanted to name him Zechariah because that was his father’s name. But his mother
replied, “No, his name will be John.”
They said to her, “None of your relatives have that name.” Then they began gesturing to
his father to see what he wanted to call him.

After asking for a tablet, he surprised everyone by writing, “His name is John.” At that
moment, Zechariah was able to speak again, and he began praising God.
All their neighbors were filled with awe, and everyone throughout the Judean highlands
talked about what had happened. All who heard about this considered it carefully. They
said, “What then will this child be?” Indeed, the Lord’s power was with him.
John’s father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied,
“Bless the Lord God of Israel
because he has come to help and has delivered his people.
He has raised up a mighty savior for us in his servant David’s house,
just as he said through the mouths of his holy prophets long ago.
He has brought salvation from our enemies
and from the power of all those who hate us.
He has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and remembered his holy covenant,
the solemn pledge he made to our ancestor Abraham.
He has granted that we would be rescued
from the power of our enemies
so that we could serve him without fear,
in holiness and righteousness in God’s eyes,
for as long as we live.
You, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way.
You will tell his people how to be saved
through the forgiveness of their sins.
Because of our God’s deep compassion,
the dawn from heaven will break upon us,
to give light to those who are sitting in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide us on the path of peace.”
The child grew up, becoming strong in character. He was in the wilderness until he
began his public ministry to Israel.
MESSAGE

Laying the Foundation (Peace)
Rev. Patrick Collins

†HYMN

Wild And Lone The Prophet’s Voice
Tune: Aberystwyth

† Please rise in body or in spirit

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Lynn Robertson
Thou Shalt Know Him When He Comes
Mark Sirett (b. 1952)
The Chancel Choir

Thou shalt know Him when he comes not by any din of drums,
Nor his manners nor his airs, nor by anything he wears.
Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by his crown or by his gown,
But his coming known shall be by the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee.
Thou shalt know him when he comes. Amen.

Anonymous

†DOXOLOGY

† Please rise in body or in spirit

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
Invitation
Prayer of Consecration
Words of Institution
Receiving the Bread and Cup
In the tradition of our church, let us partake of the bread (gluten-free) and the cup
together, remembering our individual uniqueness in the eyes of God
and our diversity and unity within the Body of Christ.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison)
Gracious God, in gratitude, in deep gratitude, for this moment, this meal, these people.
We give ourselves to you. Take us out to live as changed people because we have
shared this sacrament and cannot remain the same. Ask much of us, expect much from
us, enable much by us, encourage many through us. Amen.

†HYMN

People, Look East
Tune: Besançon

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
Fughetta on "People Look East"
Richard Shephard
(1949-2021)

POSTLUDE

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

TODAY’S EVENTS
COMMUNITY HOUR
Please join us in the auditorium after worship for coffee and light bites.

CHURCH SCHOOL
Today is the Second Sunday of Advent and we will celebrate worship for all ages and
Communion. First Church serves Communion to anyone who wishes to participate, and
parents decide when their children can participate.
After the service, the Church School Task Force invites children and parents to come to
the Lounge between 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. for this year's version of the Advent Craft
Fair. You will choose which crafts for ornament and gift making to take home and make
together. We would appreciate any photos you can send us of your crafting time and

finished products. We will be taking the photos for your traditional photo ornaments to
take home, too.
Now is the time to start signing up to be in the traditional "Once in Royal David's City"
Christmas pageant. Just email RosemaryL@fccog.org and let us know you want to be part
of the cast. You can be an angel, shepherd, king (aka magi), an animal in the stable, the
little drummer boy, etc.

REHEARSALS FOR CHERUB, CHILDREN, & YOUTH CHOIRS
Times and locations are as follows:
Cherub Choir Kindergarten – 2nd Grade: Carol Woodman, director;
Silver Room (lower level/preschool area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Children’s Choir 3rd Grade – 6th Grade: Craig Symons, director;
Music Room (3rd floor/choir room area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Youth Choir 7th Grade – 12th Grade: Daniel Young, director;
Choir Room (3rd floor) 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

ADVENT FAITH FORMATION SERIES
During Advent, we are invited to journey through scriptures
and rituals that are tender, heavy with emotion, uncertain,
and vulnerable. It is a time of the “already but not yet”
tension in our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and yet, God’s
promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully realized.
Through our Advent theme, Closer to Home, we will
explore the deep longing for God to come close to us, and
how to live in that presence of God to grow in wisdom and
strength of soul. Sister Joan Chittister’s latest book, The
Monastic Heart, aims to do just this by carrying the
monastic spiritual tradition that seeks restoration and
renewal both at home and in the world into the 21st
century. Each week we will explore our weekly Advent
theme through monastic practices that have applicability to
daily life, in order to learn how to live an ordinary life
extraordinarily well.
Please join us for our contemplative and practical faith formation series each
Tuesday in Advent at 7pm, either in-person in the Lounge or online via this Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84515455023?pwd=YlJJYld5ZWdtTDRSSTI2anRmUFZFUT09
Meeting ID: 845 1545 5023
Passcode: FCCOG

55th ANNUAL MESSIAH CONCERT
The performance will take place on Saturday, December 11, 2021 at 4:00 p.m.
A free-will offering will be received with a suggested donation of $20 per person.
Join The First Church Festival Chorus!
If you have choral experience, you are encouraged to join the chorus for our annual
Messiah concert. There is only one choir rehearsal on Monday, December 6 from 7:30 –
9:00 pm in the sanctuary. There is also a dress rehearsal with orchestra on Wednesday,
December 8 from 7:30 – 9:00 pm. Attire is solid color tops and dark bottoms for ladies,
and men in dark suits, white shirts, and long solid-color ties. There is a refundable score
deposit of $20. There are no auditions - everyone is welcome.

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET DOWNLOAD
Journey towards Christmas every day with our Close to Home
advent daily devotional. Beginning with the first day of
Advent, this devotional follows the Revised Common
Lectionary (Year C) through Epiphany and invites us to make
space for God this season through commentary, poetry, visual
art, written reflections, original hymns, and journaling
prompts. This devotional is great for individuals, groups, and

families alike.
If you would like a hard copy printed out for you or a pdf version emailed to you, please
contact Pastor Cydney (cydneyv@fccog.org) or call the church office at (203) 637-1791.
To access the devotional digitally, open your smartphone's camera over the QR code
image (the black and white square). A link at the top of your screen will appear that you
can click on to open the devotional.

SAVE THE DATES
The holidays are coming quickly, so here are a few dates to get on your calendar!
ADVENT FAITH FORMATION SERIES 7 P.M.
Tuesday Dec 7, Dec 14, Dec 21
Joan Chittister The Monastic Heart (online and in person)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 11:30 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.
Advent Craft Fair
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 4 P.M.
55th Annual Messiah Concert
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 5 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.
First Church Christmas Party
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19
Holiday Cookie Walk (after worship)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE
9 A.M - 5 P.M — Outdoor Nativity Walk
10 A.M. — Children’s Service especially for children and their families
Live nativity and music by The Cherub Choir
3 P.M. — Family Service with “Once in Royal David’s City” pageant
Music by The Children’s Choir and Helena Brown, soprano
5 P.M. — Caroling on the front lawn of the church
6 P.M. — Festival Service of Carols
Music by The Chancel Choir, organ, and brass
9 P.M. — Candlelight Carol Service and Communion
led by The Youth/Alumni Choir
11 P.M. — Contemplative Candlelight Service
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