FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
SUNDAY DECEMBER 26, 2021
10 A.M.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children
and calls it good... and so do we!
At First Church we believe that the way we
welcome children in worship directly affects
the way they respond to God,
the church, and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in worship,
we’ve created the PrayGround, located in the
front of the chapel (right side of the
Meetinghouse) where children and others
can engage in worship through movement
and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space for movement
and sensory materials for all ages to worship
with and through. The presence of all God’s
children is a gift to the church,
which offers hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE

WELCOME

Of The Father’s Love Begotten
Wilbur Held
Steven Russell, organist
Reverend Patrick Collins

CHRISTMAS PRAYER
†CAROL

What Child Is This?
Tune: Greensleeves

† Please rise in body or in spirit

Those Who Saw The Star
Julia Esquivel
Al Primo

READING
The Word became Light,
The Word became History.
The Word became Conflict,
The Word became Indomitable Spirit,
and sowed its seeds…
and those-of-good-will, heard the angels sing.

Tired knees were strengthened, trembling hands were stilled, and the people who
wandered in darkness saw the light!
Then,
The Word became flesh in a nation-pregnant-with-freedom,
The Spirit strengthened the arms which forged Hope,
The Verb became flesh in the people who perceived a new day…
The Word became the seed-of-justice and we conceived peace.
The Word made justice to rain and peace came forth from the furrows in the land.
Grace and Truth celebrated together in the laughter of the children rescued by life.
And the Word shall continue sowing futures in the furrows of Hope.
And on the horizon the Word made light invited us to relive a thousand dawns
toward the Kingdom that comes…
ANTHEM

In Dulci Jubilo
Ian Higgenson (b. 1959)
The Chancel Choir
In dulci jubilo, Let us our homage shew; Our heart's joy reclineth, In praesepio,
And like a bright star shineth, Matris in gremio. Alpha es et O, Alpha es et O!
O Jesu parvule! I yearn for thee alway! Hear me, I beseech thee, O Puer optime!
My prayer let it reach thee, O Princeps gloriae! Trahe me post te, Trahe me post te!

O Patris caritas, O Nati lenitas! Deeply were we stained, Per nostra crimina;
But thou hast for us gained, Coelorum gaudia. O that we were there, O that we were there!
Ubi sunt gaudia, If that they be not there? There are angels singing, Nova cantica,
There the bells are ringing, In Regis curia: O that we were there, O that we were there!

READING

The Day After Christmas
Linda Knaus and Kenn Nesbitt

Wrapping paper everywhere
with ribbons, tags and bows,
piled in our living room
as deep as winter snows.
Empty boxes, packages,
and bits of twine and tape,
littered all across the floor.
It seems there’s no escape.
Mistletoe, confetti
and some scattered potpourri.
Tinsel, popcorn, ornaments,
and yes, of course, the tree.
Now we’re in a panic,
searching frantically all day.
We think we kept the garbage
and we threw the gifts away!
†CAROL

Away In A Manger
Tune: Mueller

† Please rise in body or in spirit

READING

In The Middle Of The Night
Dom Helder Camara

Then you chose to come.
God’s resplendent first-born sent to make us one.
The voices of doom protest:
“All these words about justice, love and peace—
All these naïve words will buckle beneath the weight
of a reality which is brutal and bitter, ever more bitter.”
It is true, Lord, it is midnight upon the earth,
moonless night and starved of stars.
But can we forget that You, the son of God, chose to be born
precisely at midnight?
†CAROL

In The Bleak Midwinter
Tune: Cranham

† Please rise in body or in spirit

READING

First Coming
Madeleine L’Engle

God did not wait till the world was ready, till...the nations were at peace.
God came when the heavens were unsteady, and prisoners cried out for release.
God did not wait for the perfect time. God came when the need was deep and great.
God dined with sinners in all their grime, turned water into wine. God did not wait
Till hearts were pure. In joy God came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt.
To a world like ours of anguished shame God came, and god's light would not go out.
God came to a world which did not mesh, to heal its tangles, shield its scorn.
In the mystery of Word made Flesh the Maker of the stars was born.
We cannot wait til the world is sane to raise our songs with joyful voice,
for to share our grief, to touch our pain, God came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice!

†CAROL

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
Tune: W Zlobie Lezy

† Please rise in body or in spirit

READING

Aztec Story Of The Nativity

The angels came down from the sky like birds. Their voices were bells. They sounded
like flutes.
“Praise God in heaven Alleluia!” They came flying out of the sky, singing, “Peace on
earth, alleluia!”
Sweet smelling song flowers were scattering everywhere, falling to earth in a golden rain.
“Let’s scatter these golden flowers, alleluia!” The flowers are heavy like dew, and the
dew is filled with light,
shining like jewels in Bethlehem. “Alleluia!” Heart flowers , plumlike bell flowers, red
cup flowers.
They’re beaming with dawn light, they’re shining like gold. “Alleluia!” Emeralds, pearls,
and red crystals
are glowing. They’re glistening. It’s dawn. “Alleluia!” Jewels are spilling in Bethlehem,
falling to earth, “Alleluia!”
MESSAGE

Reverend Patrick Collins

†CAROL

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Tune: Mendelssohn

† Please rise in body or in spirit

CHRISTMAS PRAYER

Reverend Patrick Collins

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING
ORGAN OFFERTORY
†DOXOLOGY

† Please rise in body or in spirit

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Debbie Berner
He Whom Shepherd Men Came Praising
Paul Manz

†CAROL

Angels We Have Heard On High
Tune: Gloria

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
Angels We Have Heard On High
Christopher Uehlein

POSTLUDE

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

TODAY’S EVENTS
COMMUNITY HOUR
In light of the rapid spread of COVID-19,
Community Hour is suspended until further notice.

CHURCH SCHOOL
There is no Church School today.
January 2 is an All Ages service in the Meetinghouse.
Church School resumes on January 9, 2022.
OFFERING ENVELOPES
From the manufacturer/producer of our offering envelopes:
Due to many circumstances outside of our control we will be delayed shipping you your
box set envelope order in time for January 2022.
Once they are delivered to us, they will be displayed for your retrieval.
Steve Summerton,
Director of Church Administration & Finance

A CHANGE IN RADIO BROADCASTS
At First Church we seek to ensure that our church and
community members feel connected and informed about our
many ministries in the best manner possible. Decades ago, a
small group of visionary leaders sought to extend the reach,
deepen the connection and broaden the mission and vision of
First Church through cutting edge radio broadcasts. This group
helped to provide the capital and infrastructure needed for First Church to broadcast Sunday
Morning worship services on WGCH 1490 AM, and to them we are so grateful. They laid a
foundation for First Church to creatively and boldly think about how to reach our community
through technology.
Following in those footsteps, our reach into the community has been expanded and enhanced
with the technology of live streaming, allowing us to reach people with both audio and video in
their homes, or anywhere they find themselves. This shift in how we are best able to reach our
people, coupled with the radio fund now being fully depleted, led the Church Council and
clergy to decide that as of January 1, 2022 we will no longer broadcast our Sunday morning
worship services on WGCH.
Our livestream will continue, and to supplement the small number of church members who
aren’t comfortable with the new live streaming technology, we will be adding a cost-efficient
phone streaming service option. Church members can sign up to receive a phone call at the start
of worship to hear a live audio broadcast. To sign up to worship through the phone service or
for more information contact the church office or one of the pastors.
And finally, Bob Small will continue in his vital role behind the scenes bringing high quality
audio to our livestream and to our new phone streaming service.

QUARTERLY MEETING
The Church Council invites you to a
Quarterly Meeting on Sunday, January 9th, 2022
immediately following the 10 a.m. service in the
Meetinghouse and via Zoom.
Hear updates from various Committees including:
• Outreach with information on how we helped
agencies in our community
• An update from the Preschool about
enrollments
• Mid-year status of the budget
• See a photo montage of our membership in action and celebration
If there are topics on your mind, this is a great opportunity to bring them forward for
discussion. We look forward to seeing you.
Clem Lepoutre
Council Chair, First Church
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