Christmas Eve
Friday, December 24, 2021
11 p.m.

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming;
open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment, and affirming
of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you to this special Christmas Eve service at First Congregational Church.
We hope that the mystery and comfort of the incarnation will be born in you this
night as we tell the story of how God came to be with us in Christ Jesus.
May God bless you and your family as we worship together.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS AND DECORATIONS
The decorations and flowers in the Meetinghouse today are given
in joyful and loving memory of:
Diane and Dana Andersen
By their family
Godfrey and Tootie Berner – Dorothy and Bert Weigand
Debbie and Gary Berner
Kay and Joe Browne
Terri Browne, Peter and Tom Kutzen
John and Betty Briggs
Eric, Pam, Chase, and Nina Kreuter
Anne, Bill, Sue Denne
Their family
Joan Denne
Her family
Nancy Gendimenico
Diane & Paul Kretschmann
Louise & Richard Haviland
Erlinda and Larry Haviland
Richmond B. Hopkins
His loving family
Joan and Jim Kreuter
Betsy Kreuter and the Eric Kreuter family
Melita & John Magness
By their family
Gary Miller
The Ghaffari family
Gerry and Mildred Mulhall
The Ghaffari family
Charlie and Bill Robertson
Betsy Kreuter and the Eric Kreuter family
Ryan & Margaret Rosendale
Ken & Erna Olson
Efraim & Victoria Olson
Ken & Erna Olson
Our parents Purisima & Feliciano Teria
Erlinda and Larry Haviland
Arthur C. & Catherine G. Weigner
Sons Stephen A. & Ronald C. Weigner
My brother and parents
Caralliene Westbrook
Marian E, R. Warren, Peter, and Lori White
Thomas, Leighton, and Owen White

ORDER OF WORSHIP
GATHERING
PRELUDE

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist

WELCOME

Reverend Patrick Collins

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
One:
In this sacred time and space, we are welcomed home.
Here in God’s house, there is hope (the first candle is lit)
All:
For God loves us too much to leave us just as we are.
One:
In God’s house, there is peace (the second candle is lit)
All:
For all that separates us from God falls away.
One:
In God’s house, there is joy (the third candle is lit)
All:
Because God created music, and coffee, and dance floors, and laughter that
is contagious, and peek-a-boos with babies; and if those things have God’s
fingerprints, then God’s house surely exudes joy.
One:
In God’s house, there is love (the fourth candle is lit)
All:
Because God is love, from start to finish, and that love exists for us all.
One:
And in the center of our hope, our peace, our joy and our love is God,
Emmanuel—who entered our home to dwell among us. So tonight, we light
the
Christ candle, for God’s love just could not stay away. Family of faith,
welcome home.
All:
Let us worship God.
(The Christ Candle is Lit)
OPENING POEM

The Word became Light,
The Word became History.
The Word became Conflict,
The Word became Indomitable Spirit,
and sowed its seeds…
and those-of-good-will, heard the angels sing.

Those Who Saw the Star
Julia Esquivel
Reverend Patrick Collins

Tired knees were strengthened, trembling hands were stilled, and the people who
wandered in darkness saw the light!
Then,
The Word became flesh in a nation-pregnant-with-freedom,
The Spirit strengthened the arms which forged Hope,
The Verb became flesh in the people who perceived a new day…
The Word became the seed-of-justice and we conceived peace.
The Word made justice to rain and peace came forth from the furrows in the land.
Grace and Truth celebrated together in the laughter of the children rescued by life.
And the Word shall continue sowing futures in the furrows of Hope.
And on the horizon the Word made light invited us to relive a thousand dawns
toward the Kingdom that comes…

CAROL

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear
Tune: Carol

READING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

Surprising God,
open our ears to hear this familiar story
as if for the first time.
Open our eyes to see the diverse cast
gathered at the manger.
Open our hearts to the power of your love
as revealed in this amazing story.
Open our lives to the possibility of transformation,
as we encounter once again
God-With-Us, Emmanuel. Amen.
FIRST LESSON

Genesis 1: 26 – 2:4
New Revised Standard Version

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.”
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh
day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all
the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on
it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens,

CAROL

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Tune: Veni Emmanuel

SECOND LESSON

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7
New Revised Standard Version
Reverend Patrick Collins

with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
†CAROL

What Child Is This?
Tune: Greensleeves

† Please rise in body or in spirit

THIRD LESSON

Luke 2:1-14
New Revised Standard Version
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

†CAROL

Angels We Have Heard On High
Tune: Gloria

† Please rise in body or in spirit

RESPONDING
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Reverend Patrick Collins

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
TIME OF SILENCE
CANDLE LIGHTING
All are invited to come forward and receive
the light of the Christ candle from one of the Pastors

Silent Night

CAROL

Tune: Stille Nacht

BENEDICTION
All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

