FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2021
10:00 A.M.

Artwork: Dances for Joy by Hannah Garrity

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children
and calls it good... and so do we!
At First Church we believe that the way we
welcome children in worship directly affects
the way they respond to God,
the church, and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in worship,
we’ve created the PrayGround, located in the
front of the chapel (right side of the
Meetinghouse) where children and others
can engage in worship through movement
and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space for movement
and sensory materials for all ages to worship
with and through. The presence of all God’s
children is a gift to the church,
which offers hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Rev. Patrick Collins
Joy To The World
Anna Laura Page (b. 1943)
The Palmer Handbell Choir
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, director
Paul and Diane Kretschmann

One: We are seeking—
deeper faith, a place to belong, the feeling that God is here in this room.
All: We are seeking—
joy that overflows, the courage to love, the conviction to act in the face of
injustice.
One: We are seeking, but here in this space –
All: We are found. This is our sanctuary. God’s love is here.
One: God’s love is like an open door, the roof over our heads and the floor beneath our
feet.
All: God’s love is the streetlight that guides us home and a table with room for
everyone.
One: Today we light the candle of love to remind us of the truth that God’s love is a
home for all, for you and me, for neighbors and strangers.
All: May this light of love burn brightly in this space and even brighter in our hearts.
Let us worship God.
MUSIC

Silent Night
Arr. James D. Kimball
The Silverthorn Handchime Ensemble

†HYMN

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Tune: In Dulci Jubilo

† Please rise in body or in spirit

CALL TO CONFESSION
Mary’s world turned upside down with the visit of an angel.
This is a moment we can relate to, because over the course of the last year and a half,
our world has seemed to turn upside down more than once.
When those moments come, we hope to respond with grace; but more often than not,
fear can get the best of us. So today we turn to God in prayer, asking for God’s guidance
and grace in the places and moments we need it most. Let us pray together now...
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of safe spaces, we wish we were more like Mary, who in the face of great
change, went and sought help. She did not wait for help to find her; she walked to
the shelter she needed. Too often we wait silently for the world to change around
us instead of speaking up for the things we need. Forgive us for failing to care for
ourselves the way you would care for us. Give us the courage to be more like Mary.
God of safe places, we wish we were more like Elizabeth, who greeted Mary with
laughter and contagious joy. How many people have crossed our doorstep and how
many times have we failed to see them? Give us the courage of Mary, and the grace
of Elizabeth. Gratefully we pray, amen.
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
Family of faith, even if we miss the person standing on our doorstep, even if we fail to
care for ourselves the way God would care for us, even if we forget and ignore, turn
away and shut down, God still loves us. There is nothing we can do to lose God’s love.
Rest in this promise:
If we get lost,
All: we will be found.
If we mess up,
All: we are forgiven.
If we withhold love,
All: God is lavish in loving us.
We are claimed. We are loved. We are forgiven.
All: Thanks be to God. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

Jesus Loves Me!

RESPONSE

(Children will depart for Church School)

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Micah 5: 2-5a
New International Version
Carol Woodman

FIRST LESSON

“But you, Bethlehem,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”
Therefore, Israel will be abandoned
until the time when she who is in labor bears a son,
and the rest of his brothers return
to join the Israelites.
He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.
And he will be our peace.
ANTHEM

Magnificat
Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)
The Chancel Choir
My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed, forever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
John 1:46-55

SECOND LESSON

Luke 3:39-55
New Revised Standard Version

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes
to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped
for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was
spoken to her by the Lord.”
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
MESSAGE

Seeking Sanctuary (Love)
Rev. Patrick Collins

†HYMN

Angels From The Realms Of Glory
Tune: Regent Square

† Please rise in body or in spirit

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING
ORGAN OFFERTORY
†DOXOLOGY

† Please rise in body or in spirit

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Mario Lotufo
Prelude on “Greensleeves”
Richard Purvis (1913-1994)

†HYMN

Angels We Have Heard On High
Tune: Gloria

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

We Wish You A Merry Christmas
Arr. James D. Kimball
The Silverthorn Handchime Ensemble

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

TODAY’S EVENTS
COMMUNITY HOUR
Please join us in the auditorium after worship for coffee and light bites.

ANNUAL COOKIE WALK – TODAY
The Annual Cookie Walk will be held following worship in the
auditorium during Community Hour. Come and enjoy the opportunity to
fill cookie boxes from a selection of festive, delectable Christmas
cookies and treats provided by all of YOU wonderful bakers. The cost
of each box is $5. All children must be accompanied by an adult. All
buyers will wear gloves and masks as they go through the Cookie Walk.
Proceeds from sale of the boxes will go to the Pastor's Discretionary Fund.

CHURCH SCHOOL
Today is the Fourth Sunday of Advent when we light the last of four Advent Candles in the
Advent Wreath and celebrate “LOVE”. Children will go to their regular Church School classes
after the Children’s Message. Church School resumes on January 9 when we celebrate
Epiphany!

Also, today is also our day for a Community Service Visit to Pilgrim Towers residence for senior
citizens in nearby Stamford right after church. We will deliver Giving Tree Gifts from First
Church and celebrate the holiday season with the residents. We will be prepared to have hot
chocolate outside, play BINGO, have takeaway snacks, sing carols. This is our annual Church
School Christmas Community Service project. Dress warmly because we plan to be outside.
Carpooling is recommended. Meet in Rick's Room next to the Kitchen by 11:10. Choir families
are encouraged to come right after practice.
Pilgrim Towers is at 25 Washington CT in Stamford just after UCONN.
Call Rosemary's cell if you get lost...203-921-6376. Please join us!
NATIVITY PAGEANTS CASTING CALL!
Participants in the 10 a.m. Nativity Pageant arrive in the Auditorium on Christmas Eve between
9:15 am and 9:30 for costuming. No rehearsal needed. Almost all ages can participate even
Cherub Choir members.
Don’t forget to sign up to be in the traditional "Once in Royal David's City" Christmas pageant at
4 pm. Just email RosemaryL@fccog.org and let us know you want to be part of the cast. You can
be an angel, shepherd, king (aka magi), an animal in the stable, the little drummer boy, etc.
Rehearsal is on Thursday, Dec 23 at 3 PM in the Auditorium for costuming and then in the
Meetinghouse.

REHEARSALS FOR CHERUB, CHILDREN, & YOUTH CHOIRS
Cherub Choir Kindergarten – 2nd Grade: Carol Woodman, director;
Silver Room (lower level/preschool area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Children’s Choir 3rd Grade – 6th Grade: Craig Symons, director;
Music Room (3rd floor/choir room area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Youth Choir 7th Grade – 12th Grade: Daniel Young, director;
Choir Room (3rd floor) 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

ADVENT FAITH FORMATION SERIES
During Advent, we are invited to journey through scriptures and rituals
that are tender, heavy with emotion, uncertain, and vulnerable. It is a
time of the “already but not yet” tension in our faith: Emmanuel is with
us, and yet, God’s promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully
realized.
Through our Advent theme, Closer to Home, we will explore the deep
longing for God to come close to us, and how to live in that presence of
God to grow in wisdom and strength of soul. Sister Joan Chittister’s latest
book, The Monastic Heart, aims to do just this by carrying the monastic
spiritual tradition that seeks restoration and renewal both at home and in
the world into the 21st century. Each week we will explore our weekly

Advent theme through monastic practices that have applicability to daily life, in order to learn
how to live an ordinary life extraordinarily well.
Please join us for our contemplative and practical faith formation series each Tuesday in Advent
at 7pm, either in-person in the Lounge or online via this Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84515455023?pwd=YlJJYld5ZWdtTDRSSTI2anRmUFZFUT09
Meeting ID: 845 1545 5023
Passcode: FCCOG

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET DOWNLOAD

Journey towards Christmas every day with our Close to Home advent daily devotional.
Beginning with the first day of Advent, this devotional follows the Revised Common Lectionary
(Year C) through Epiphany and invites us to make space for God this season through
commentary, poetry, visual art, written reflections, original hymns, and journaling prompts. This
devotional is great for individuals, groups, and families alike.
If you would like a hard copy printed out for you or a pdf version emailed to you, please contact
Pastor Cydney (cydneyv@fccog.org) or call the church office at (203) 637-1791. To access the
devotional digitally, open your smartphone's camera over the QR code image (the black and
white square). A link at the top of your screen will appear that you can click on to open the
devotional.

A CHANGE IN RADIO BROADCASTS

At First Church we seek to ensure that our church and
community members feel connected and informed about our
many ministries in the best manner possible. Decades ago, a
small group of visionary leaders sought to extend the reach,
deepen the connection and broaden the mission and vision of
First Church through cutting edge radio broadcasts. This group
helped to provide the capital and infrastructure needed for First Church to broadcast Sunday
Morning worship services on WGCH 1490 AM, and to them we are so grateful. They laid a
foundation for First Church to creatively and boldly think about how to reach our community
through technology.

Following in those footsteps, our reach into the community has been expanded and enhanced
with the technology of live streaming, allowing us to reach people with both audio and video in
their homes, or anywhere they find themselves. This shift in how we are best able to reach our

people, coupled with the radio fund now being fully depleted, led the Church Council and
clergy to decide that as of January 1, 2022 we will no longer broadcast our Sunday morning
worship services on WGCH.
Our livestream will continue, and to supplement the small number of church members who
aren’t comfortable with the new live streaming technology, we will be adding a cost-efficient
phone streaming service option. Church members can sign up to receive a phone call at the start
of worship to hear a live audio broadcast. To sign up to worship through the phone service or
for more information contact the church office or one of the pastors.
And finally, Bob Small will continue in his vital role behind the scenes bringing high quality
audio to our livestream and to our new phone streaming service.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE
9 A.M - 5 P.M — Outdoor Nativity Walk
10 A.M. (Livestreamed) — Children’s Service especially for children and their families
Live nativity and music by The Cherub Choir
3 P.M. (Livestreamed) — Family Service with “Once in Royal David’s City” pageant
Music by The Children’s Choir and Helena Brown, soprano
5 P.M. — Caroling on the front lawn of the church
6 P.M. (Livestreamed) — Festival Service of Carols
Music by The Chancel Choir, organ, and brass
9 P.M. (Livestreamed) — Candlelight Carol Service and Communion
led by The Youth/Alumni Choir
11 P.M. — Contemplative Candlelight Service

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS EVE COLLECTION OF GIFTS FOR COVENANT TO CARE
(formerly known as “white gifts”)
White Gifts are clothing, toys, books, or other useful items that have been offered on Christmas
Eve for many years. Typically wrapped in white paper, they would give the illusion of snow
under the Christmas trees in the Meetinghouse. This year we will still be collecting the gifts,
however they do not need to be wrapped.
Gifts can be dropped at the Christmas Tree station which is a part of our outdoor Nativity Walk
during the day on Christmas Eve, or place them under the tree in the narthex when you come to
church.
All gifts will be donated Covenant To Care for Children in Hartford, CT, who distributes them
throughout the year to children who are in the statewide foster care system.

YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS
In advance of the end of the calendar year, the church office will be
open Monday through Thursday this week (Dec 20-23),
and Wednesday & Thursday (Dec 29 and 30).
You may also make online contributions through MyFirstChurch
using the button on our website. Please contact Steve Summerton
steves@fccog.org if you have any questions regarding your pledge.
THE RUMMAGE ROOM
The Rummage Room will be closed for the next two weeks for
the holidays. Giving our volunteers, some much needed time
off. We are closed from the Friday, December 17. We reopen
on Monday, January 3rd, 2022.
Please do not leave donations outside the store during this time.
There will be no one to collect them.
We would like to thank everyone for the wonderful donations
we have had this year. Our customers are buying our stock as
fast as we can get it out. So, please save your donations during
our closing time and bring them in next year. Look forward to seeing you then. Merry Christmas
and Happy Holidays to all.
QUARTERLY MEETING
The Church Council invites you to a
Quarterly Meeting on Sunday, January 9th, 2022
immediately following the 10 a.m. service in the
Meetinghouse and via Zoom.
Hear updates from various Committees including:
• Outreach with information on how we helped
agencies in our community
• An update from the Preschool about
enrollments
• Mid-year status of the budget
• See a photo montage of our membership in action and celebration
If there are topics on your mind, this is a great opportunity to bring them forward for
discussion. We look forward to seeing you.
Clem Lepoutre
Council Chair, First Church
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