THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2021
10:00 A.M.

Artwork: Gather Us In by Lisle Gwinn Garrity

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children
and calls it good... and so do we!
At First Church we believe that the way we
welcome children in worship directly affects
the way they respond to God,
the church, and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in worship,
we’ve created the PrayGround, located in the
front of the chapel (right side of the
Meetinghouse) where children and others
can engage in worship through movement
and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space for movement
and sensory materials for all ages to worship
with and through. The presence of all God’s
children is a gift to the church,
which offers hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CALL TO COMMUNITY

Christmas Lullaby
Jason Robert Brown (b. 1970)
Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, piano

PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Rev. Patrick Collins

Kylie and Sarah Schneider

A voice calls out in the wilderness. It sings of a home for all, a home of
justice and peace, a home bursting with joy.
We could choose to ignore it. Instead, we come into this sacred space.
We let the world grow quiet and we hear:
Joy in the giggles and stretches of a newborn child.
Joy in a tail-wagging dog sliding to meet you at the door.
Joy in unabashed laughter freely shared at tables of hospitality and warmth.
Joy in making it home after a long journey, discovering that you are found
when you thought you were lost.
Today we light the candle of joy, because the welcome God has for us is
nothing short of good news of great…seriously great joy!
Family of faith, we are close to home. Let us worship God

†HYMN

On Christmas Night
Tune: Sussex Carol

† Please rise in body or in spirit

CALL TO CONFESSION

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

It takes courage to tell the truth.
John the Baptist knew it.
His job as a prophet certainly could not have been easy.
And you and I know it.
Our job as people of faith—to create a home for all—has never been easy.
In our prayer of confession, may we channel some of John the Baptist's courage to tell
the truth about ourselves and our world. We do not do this to shame ourselves or guilt
ourselves for being imperfect. We speak the truth out loud because we know that we
cannot grow and change without first being honest.
So let us be brave. Let us be bold. Let us be truth-tellers as we confess together now
to a God who couldn’t love us any more than God already does. Let us pray. . .
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
Expansive God,
We know that the church is your house, and your house has room for everyone.
Yet, too often, instead of setting the table for our neighbors, we block the door.
Instead of welcoming all, we judge others by our own standards. Instead of sharing
our second coat, we hide it in the attic, holding on to fear instead of letting go with
love. Remind us that your home is a home for all, that truth requires hard work, that
truth requires uncomfortable justice. Help us to be bold enough to see it and brave
enough to live it. With hope we pray, Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One: Family of faith, God sent prophets like John the Baptist to us because this work is
not easy. Helping create a world where all might have a home, and all might be loved,
and all might know peace, is an audacious goal. Fortunately for us, when we mess up—
when we lose our way or forget our call—we are met with grace. God could not love us
any more or any less than God already does.
So rest in this good news:
All: We are at home with God—forgiven, claimed, and loved. The door is always open
for us. Thanks be to God. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Rev. Patrick Collins
Jesus Loves Me!

RESPONSE

(Children will depart for Church School)

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
FIRST LESSON

Sing, Daughter Zion;
shout aloud, Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
Daughter Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away your punishment,
he has turned back your enemy.
The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you;
never again will you fear any harm.
On that day
they will say to Jerusalem,
“Do not fear, Zion;
do not let your hands hang limp.
The Lord your God is with you,
the Mighty Warrior who saves.
He will take great delight in you;
in his love he will no longer rebuke you,
but will rejoice over you with singing.”
“I will remove from you
all who mourn over the loss of your appointed festivals,
which is a burden and reproach for you.
At that time I will deal
with all who oppressed you.
I will rescue the lame;
I will gather the exiles.
I will give them praise and honor

Zephaniah 3:14-20
New International Version
Al Primo

in every land where they have suffered shame.
At that time I will gather you;
at that time I will bring you home.
I will give you honor and praise
among all the peoples of the earth
when I restore your fortunes[a]
before your very eyes,”
says the Lord.
ANTHEM

This Is The Record Of John
Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)
The Chancel Choir
Daniel Young, tenor

This is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
who art thou? And he confessed and denied not, and said plainly, I am not the Christ.
And they asked him, "What art thou then? Art thou Elias?" And he said, "I am not."
"Art thou the prophet?" And he answered, "No."
Then said they unto him, "What art thou, that we may give an answer unto them that sent us?
What sayest thou of thyself?" And he said, "I am the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,
make straight the way of the Lord."
John 1: 19-23

SECOND LESSON

Luke 3:1-18
Common English Bible

In the fifteenth year of the rule of the emperor Tiberius—when Pontius Pilate was
governor over Judea and Herod was ruler over Galilee, his brother Philip was ruler over
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was ruler over Abilene, during the high priesthood
of Annas and Caiaphas—God’s word came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.
John went throughout the region of the Jordan River, calling for people to be baptized to
show that they were changing their hearts and lives and wanted God to forgive their sins.
This is just as it was written in the scroll of the words of Isaiah the prophet,
A voice crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way for the Lord;
make his paths straight.
Every valley will be filled,
and every mountain and hill will be leveled.

The crooked will be made straight
and the rough places made smooth.
All humanity will see God’s salvation.”
Then John said to the crowds who came to be baptized by him, “You children of snakes!
Who warned you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? Produce fruit
that shows you have changed your hearts and lives. And don’t even think about saying to
yourselves, Abraham is our father. I tell you that God is able to raise up Abraham’s
children from these stones. The ax is already at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree
that doesn’t produce good fruit will be chopped down and tossed into the fire.”
The crowds asked him, “What then should we do?”
He answered, “Whoever has two shirts must share with the one who has none, and
whoever has food must do the same.”
Even tax collectors came to be baptized. They said to him, “Teacher, what should we
do?”
He replied, “Collect no more than you are authorized to collect.”
Soldiers asked, “What about us? What should we do?”
He answered, “Don’t cheat or harass anyone, and be satisfied with your pay.”
Responses to John
The people were filled with expectation, and everyone wondered whether John might be
the Christ. John replied to them all, “I baptize you with water, but the one who is more
powerful than me is coming. I’m not worthy to loosen the strap of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. The shovel he uses to sift the wheat from the
husks is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring the wheat into his
barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that can’t be put out.” With many other words
John appealed to them, proclaiming good news to the people.
MESSAGE

A Home for All (Joy)
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

†HYMN

For Everyone Born
Tune: For Everyone Born

† Please rise in body or in spirit

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Patrick Collins

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING
ORGAN OFFERTORY

Jenny Gartner
In Dulci Jubilo
J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

†DOXOLOGY

† Please rise in body or in spirit

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

†HYMN

Awake, Awake And Greet The New Morn
Tune: Rejoice, Rejoice

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
Fanfare on "The Sussex Carol"
Don Michael Dicie
(b. 1941)

POSTLUDE

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

TODAY’S EVENTS
COMMUNITY HOUR
Please join us in the auditorium after worship for coffee and light bites.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
Celebrate With Your First Church Family
TODAY Sunday, December 12th
5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Meetinghouse
Generous hors d'oeuvres - wine, beer, and full bar

CHURCH SCHOOL

Today is the Third Sunday of Advent when we will light the third (pink) candle to the Advent
Wreath and celebrate “JOY”. Children will go to their regular Church School classes after the
Children’s Message.
Don’t forget to sign up to be in the traditional "Once in Royal David's City" Christmas pageant
for the 3 pm Christmas Eve service. Just email RosemaryL@fccog.org and let us know you want
to be part of the cast. You can be an angel, shepherd, king (aka magi), an animal in the stable,
the little drummer boy, etc. Rehearsal is on Thursday, Dec 23 at 3 PM in the Auditorium for
costuming and then in the Meetinghouse.
Participants in the 10 am Nativity Pageant arrive in the Auditorium on Christmas Eve between
9:15 am and 9:30 for costuming. No rehearsal needed. Almost all ages can participate even
Cherub Choir members.

REHEARSALS FOR CHERUB, CHILDREN, & YOUTH CHOIRS

Cherub Choir Kindergarten – 2nd Grade: Carol Woodman, director;
Silver Room (lower level/preschool area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Children’s Choir 3rd Grade – 6th Grade: Craig Symons, director;
Music Room (3rd floor/choir room area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Youth Choir 7th Grade – 12th Grade: Daniel Young, director;
Choir Room (3rd floor) 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

ANNUAL COOKIE WALK – SUNDAY DECEMBER 19
The Annual Cookie Walk will be held on Sunday, December 19th
following worship in the Auditorium. There are 2 parts to the Cookie
Walk: baking and buying. We highly recommend participating in both,
but you may bake and not buy, or buy and not bake.
Baking - Fire up your ovens, get out the flour and sugar and have fun baking for a great cause!
Drop your cookies off in the Auditorium before worship.
Buying - Come and enjoy the opportunity to fill cookie boxes from a selection of festive,
delectable Christmas cookies and treats provided by all of YOU wonderful bakers. The cost of
each box is $5. All children must be accompanied by an adult. All buyers will wear gloves and
masks as they go through the Cookie Walk.
Proceeds from sale of the boxes will go to the Pastor's Discretionary Fund.
Please sign up if you plan to bake cookies in one of the following ways: Signup Genius CLICK
HERE and at either the Welcome Table after worship or at the Holiday Party on December 12th.

ADVENT FAITH FORMATION SERIES

During Advent, we are invited to journey through scriptures and rituals
that are tender, heavy with emotion, uncertain, and vulnerable. It is a
time of the “already but not yet” tension in our faith: Emmanuel is with
us, and yet, God’s promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully
realized.

Through our Advent theme, Closer to Home, we will explore the deep
longing for God to come close to us, and how to live in that presence of
God to grow in wisdom and strength of soul. Sister Joan Chittister’s latest
book, The Monastic Heart, aims to do just this by carrying the monastic
spiritual tradition that seeks restoration and renewal both at home and in
the world into the 21st century. Each week we will explore our weekly
Advent theme through monastic practices that have applicability to daily
life, in order to learn how to live an ordinary life extraordinarily well.
Please join us for our contemplative and practical faith formation series each Tuesday in Advent
at 7pm, either in-person in the Lounge or online via this Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84515455023?pwd=YlJJYld5ZWdtTDRSSTI2anRmUFZFUT09
Meeting ID: 845 1545 5023
Passcode: FCCOG

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET DOWNLOAD

Journey towards Christmas every day with our Close to Home advent daily devotional.
Beginning with the first day of Advent, this devotional follows the Revised Common Lectionary
(Year C) through Epiphany and invites us to make space for God this season through
commentary, poetry, visual art, written reflections, original hymns, and journaling prompts. This
devotional is great for individuals, groups, and families alike.
If you would like a hard copy printed out for you or a pdf version emailed to you, please contact
Pastor Cydney (cydneyv@fccog.org) or call the church office at (203) 637-1791. To access the
devotional digitally, open your smartphone's camera over the QR code image (the black and
white square). A link at the top of your screen will appear that you can click on to open the
devotional.

A CHANGE IN RADIO BROADCASTS

At First Church we seek to ensure that our church and
community members feel connected and informed about our
many ministries in the best manner possible. Decades ago, a
small group of visionary leaders sought to extend the reach,
deepen the connection and broaden the mission and vision of
First Church through cutting edge radio broadcasts. This group
helped to provide the capital and infrastructure needed for First
Church to broadcast Sunday Morning worship services on WGCH 1490 AM, and to them we
are so grateful. They laid a foundation for First Church to creatively and boldly think about how
to reach our community through technology.

Following in those footsteps, our reach into the community has been expanded and enhanced
with the technology of live streaming, allowing us to reach people with both audio and video in
their homes, or anywhere they find themselves. This shift in how we are best able to reach our
people, coupled with the radio fund now being fully depleted, led the Church Council and
clergy to decide that as of January 1, 2022 we will no longer broadcast our Sunday morning
worship services on WGCH.
Our livestream will continue, and to supplement the small number of church members who
aren’t comfortable with the new live streaming technology, we will be adding a cost-efficient
phone streaming service option. Church members can sign up to receive a phone call at the start
of worship to hear a live audio broadcast. To sign up to worship through the phone service or
for more information contact the church office or one of the pastors.
And finally, Bob Small will continue in his vital role behind the scenes bringing high quality
audio to our livestream and to our new phone streaming service.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE
9 A.M - 5 P.M — Outdoor Nativity Walk
10 A.M. — Children’s Service especially for children and their families
Live nativity and music by The Cherub Choir
3 P.M. — Family Service with “Once in Royal David’s City” pageant
Music by The Children’s Choir and Helena Brown, soprano
5 P.M. — Caroling on the front lawn of the church
6 P.M. — Festival Service of Carols
Music by The Chancel Choir, organ, and brass
9 P.M. — Candlelight Carol Service and Communion
led by The Youth/Alumni Choir
11 P.M. — Contemplative Candlelight Service

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS EVE COLLECTION OF GIFTS FOR COVENANT TO CARE
(formerly known as “white gifts)
White Gifts are clothing, toys, books, or other useful items that have been offered on Christmas
Eve for many years. Typically wrapped in white paper, they would give the illusion of snow
under the trees in the Meetinghouse. This year we will still be collecting the gifts, however they
do not need to be wrapped.
Gifts can be dropped at the Christmas Tree station which is a part of our outdoor Nativity Walk
during the day on Christmas Eve, or place them under the tree in the narthex when you come to
church.
All gifts will be donated Covenant To Care for Children in Hartford, CT, who distributes them
throughout the year to children who are in the statewide foster care system.

COLORING PAGES

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870
203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org

Ministers - All Members Of
The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich
Senior Pastor
Reverend Patrick Collins
Associate Pastor
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
Minister of Music
Dr. Craig Scott Symons
Faith Formation and Education Coordinator
Rosemary Lamie
Director of Church Administration and Finance
Steve Summerton
Parish Nurse
Susan Asselin, RN
Administrative Assistant
Wendy Spezzano
Media, Tech and Content Coordinator
Stephen Lucin
Livestream Director
Daniel Lepoutre
Audio Technician
Bob Small
Database Administrative Assistant
Sue Wilder
Sextons
Curtis Gay, Qasim Hussaini
Sunday Sexton
Julio Yika
Director of Preschool
Jennifer DiCarlo
Preschool Administrative Assistant
Melanie Garnett
Pastors Emeriti
Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers - Reverend Sally Colegrove

