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The ancient Celts spoke of relationships as 
a circle of belonging. They believed that 
when two people came together in love 
and mutual respect a third force existed be-
tween them. This third force held the power 
to unite, heal and nurture relationships. We 
know that relationships and friendships re-
quire plenty of nourishing, and far too often 

we devote much of our attention to where we are and what we are 
doing. 

These last few months saw us all coming together once again in 
ways that were once routine and now felt fresh and new again. 
These opportunities to gather, celebrate and be in relationship 
have reminded me not only how vital and important our circles of 
belonging are to our individual health, but they also require nur-
turing, patience and care. 

It is my hope that we, as individuals, and as a community, can look 
to our circles of belonging and find that third force of love; that 
it may bind us together and remind us that whenever we gather, 
there is something deeper and wider within our midst pointing us 
to the deeper mystery and richness of God’s love.

Grace & Peace,

Patrick
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The Meetinghouse News is a quarterly publication of the First Congregational Church of Greenwich. Each quarter, the magazine serves to 
highlight the many events and sacred celebrations in the life of the church.  The first edition was published in January, 2021. 

To find up-to-date information on upcoming events and activities, make sure to subscribe to the Friday email, and check the calendar on the 
church website.
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To contact a member of our staff, please visit the Staff Directory.

Reverend Patrick Collins

Senior Pastor

By Rev. Patrick Collins

With much fanfare and heartfelt expressions of love we welcomed and installed 
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke as our Associate Pastor on Sunday, September 26th. We 
were joined in celebration by family, friends and colleagues from the Fairfield 
West Association of the Southern New England Conference of the United Church of 
Christ. Pastor Cydney’s spiritual director, Rev. Wanda Craner, offered a beautifully 
rich message about how we can all use our gifts to support Cydney and the larger 
community. The worship service concluded with the presentation of gifts to Rev. 
Van Dyke, which included a custom made stole (to be delivered soon) and a black 
robe, which belonged to Rev. Dale Greene, the first ordained woman to serve as a 
minister at First Congregational Church.

The Installation of Associate Pastor
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

http://www.fccog.org/
http://www.fccog.org/staff/contact-our-staff/


9/11 Memorial Prayer Service 
and Tree Dedication The Meetinghouse was a flurry of activity on Sunday morning, September 26th. The Rise Against Hunger truck arrived at 8am 

with 2,700 pounds of food to be packed into nutritious meals and then sent around the world to those in need.

The packing event used the entire Meetinghouse space in a unique hands-on Sunday service. Seventy-five fast moving First 
Church volunteers packed 14,256 meals of rice, soy, vegetables, and vitamins in less than 2 hours. The meals were then boxed 
and ready to be sent to partner agencies.  First Church packed enough meals to feed a school of 66 children a hot lunch each 
day for a full year. We also raised an additional $1,500 in donations for Rise Against Hunger.

Rise Against Hunger was established in 1995 to “to end hunger by empowering communities, nourishing lives and respond-
ing to emergencies.” They work with partner agencies in 78 countries. Since its founding, Rise Against Hunger has delivered 
over 543 million meals to children and families.

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to pack, unload the truck, lift the rice bags, sweep the floor, and keep us entertained 
with your excellent dance moves! This was the second packing event First Church has hosted. We look forward to many more!

Photo by Rev. Patrick Collins

By Stephen Lucin

The Meetinghouse was a flurry of activity on the morning of Sunday, September 26th. The Rise 
Against Hunger truck arrived at 8am with 2,700 pounds of food to be packed into nutritious 
packages and then sent around the world to those in need.

The meal-packing event filled the entire Meetinghouse in a unique hands-on Sunday service. 
Seventy-five fast moving First Church volunteers packed 14,256 meals of rice, soy, vegetables 
and vitamins in less than 2 hours. The meals were then boxed and ready to be sent to partner 
agencies. First Church packed enough meals to feed a school of 66 children a hot lunch each 
day for a full year. We also raised an additional $1,500 in donations for Rise Against Hunger.

Rise Against Hunger was established in 1995 to “to end hunger by empowering communities, 
nourishing lives and responding to emergencies.” They work with partner agencies in 78 coun-
tries. Since its founding, Rise Against Hunger has delivered more than 543 million meals to 
children and families.

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to pack, unload the truck, lift the rice bags, sweep the 
floor, and keep us entertained with your excellent dance moves! This was the second packing 
event First Church has hosted. We look forward to many more!

By Lauren Ghaffari
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Reverend Patrick Collins hosted an outdoor 9/11 Prayer Service Memorial and tree 
dedication on the front lawn on Saturday, September 11, 2021. Dozens of church 
and community members gathered to remember those who lost their lives during 
the terrorist attacks that took place 20 years ago.

The 30-minute service included prayer, music, a moment of silence and words from 
Rev. Collins. A special dedication of a flowering tree, which was generously donated 
by Gro Pro Landscaping, was made in memory of Greenwich residents who perished 
on that fateful day. 

“At the south pool on the site of the 9/11 Memorial stands a lone tree known as the 
Survivor Tree, as it was the only thing of this world which made it through the attacks 
at ground zero,” explained Rev. Collins. “The tree stands as a symbol of hope, resil-
iency and renewal in the face of tragedy. It is our hope that the tree we dedicate in 
honor of the residents who lost their lives will stand for years to come and serve as 
a symbol of hope and unity, as well as remind us of the resilient spirit that lies at the 
heart of us all.” 

Twenty years ago, the local Greenwich community, as well as the entire United States 
experienced traumatic loss and drastic change. In the midst of the country’s sorrow, 
grief and pain, the nation and the global community united in ways rarely seen. 

“We hope that this time of prayer and remembrance will appropriately honor the 
lives lost and help to rekindle some of that unifying spirit which brings joy, love and 
beauty to this creation we call home,” concluded Rev. Collins.
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Choir Rehearsals Commence
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Rehearsals have resumed for our choirs, from youth to senior, vocal to hand-
bell. After a year of virtual rehearsals and staying connected through the 
miracle of technology, in-person rehearsals were back in September and 
October.

It was a glorious boost to the soul and spirit to hear voices 
and ring bells again in our First Church building. Our Palm-
er Handbell ringers created several quartet opportunities 
over the summer – thanks to Deb Silverthorn.

September 12th was a beautiful fall day filled with enthusiasm, virtual hugs, great food and loads of fun. As Pastor Patrick would 
say, a liminal place in time. We were blessed to have many families return to church for the first time in several months. We were 
also blessed with many new families – some from the preschool, some as guests of someone in the congregation and some who 
just moved into the neighborhood.

This year will bring new practices, including: 

 - More Sundays with all ages in worship for the entire service
 - Hybrid classes thanks to our new technology that allows for in-person and remote participation
 - A new curriculum that mirrors the worship and themes in the Meetinghouse
 - Fewer classrooms and all close to the Meetinghouse – the Lounge, Rick’s Room, the Auditorium, and an       
    office on the 3rd floor
 - More participation for our children and youth in worship
 - An invitation for the congregation to lend a helping hand in the church school which helps us keep our    
    promises made at every Baptism to assist families with the spiritual development of their children
 - More opportunities for our children to engage in community service
 - And more prayers for COVID to become less intrusive into our routines and allow us to gather together 
   more often and without risking our health!

We are looking forward to the time when our children can be vaccinated and when families feel comfortable coming back to 
church. We really miss being together! We hope to see you all during the holidays!

The Preschool spent the summer preparing for the launch of its 2021-2022 school 
year. The Red Door classroom underwent a highly anticipated construction, trans-
forming the space into two classrooms. Other learning spaces were redesigned at 
the center of the preschool as a reading library and educational space. A new se-
ries of bookshelves were created and filled with children’s books, and a sofa and 
comfortable carpet were included to 
allow teachers to read aloud to stu-
dents as they engage with fun stories 
that stimulate imagination and conver-
sations. Nine new teachers joined our 
teaching staff as we engaged in various 
“welcome back to school” activities 
with the children, including Storytime 
on the Front Lawn and visitation day.  
We proudly welcomed 110 students 
through our doors in September and 
look forward to a healthy year filled 
with learning and laughter. 

By Rosemary Lamie

Article & Photos By Jennifer DiCarlo

Article & Photos By Dr. Craig Scott Symons

First Church Preschool Launches 
2021-2022 School Year

Church School 2021 – 2022: 
Homecoming and the “NEW” way to do Church School

Church School Task Force
by Donna Hascher
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Photos by Gigi Gaudet

After a year and a half of no gathering, it was wonderful to celebrate Homecoming again on Sunday, 
September 12th. The day brought blue skies and 80 degrees of bright sunshine. Attendance includ-
ing volunteers was at least 195. 

The event was held entirely outdoors in the memory garden and on the lawn - including grilling, 
buffet, eating, and games. Our traditional fare of grilled foods, drinks and homemade salads and 
desserts were enjoyed by all. 

It was heartwarming to see so many children enjoying themselves in the fresh air. Games and ac-
tivities on the lawn included 9-squares in the air, inflatable Skee ball, Spin Art, water balloon toss, 
bubbles, corn hole and a very talented magician.

Finally, a heartfelt thank you to the 20+ volunteers who made Homecoming a success. It was a 
beautiful day with wonderful food and lots of outdoor camaraderie. 

By Meg Dempsey

HOMECOMING
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General Synod 33:
Rooted in Love

By Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

Every two years the United Church of Christ gets together as one gathered body to make decisions regarding the 
denomination. This is known as the General Synod. 

Since the UCC is a non-hierarchical organization, all major decisions come through General Synod, which serves 
the national level of the UCC in the same way that a council serves the local level of the UCC (a.k.a. each congre-
gation). Every year at First Church we have a congregational meeting in which our members vote on major items 
like our budget. Since the whole congregation can’t meet every time a decision needs to be made, the church 
council is given the authority to act on the congregation’s behalf for items that do not require a full congregational 
decision. General Synod is the denomination’s version of an annual meeting, though it is biennial. 

Representatives from across the country come together to form General Synod and to vote upon issues, which 
are called resolutions, that have also been brought forward by fellow UCC members, associations or conferences 
across the nation. During this past General Synod that was held July 11-18, and which theme was “Rooted in 
Love,” some of the passed resolutions included a call to ban conversion therapy everywhere, to reform the cash 
bail system and decrying oppression of the Palestinian people. Also of note about the UCC’s structure is that once 
a resolution is passed, it is non-binding because our denomination is set up with the understanding that General 
Synod speaks to the wider church, not for the wider church. Each individual congregation within our denomination 
has the right to discern for themselves where they believe God is leading and calling them on any given matter 
(including the choice of who gets to be your pastors). Therefore, resolutions are suggestions, encouragements, 
advocations or sometimes expectations and urgings for each local congregation to prayerfully consider for them-
selves to implement and adopt - or not. 

Pastor Patrick and I attended the 33rd General Synod, which was held virtually for the first time, in July. Patrick was 
completing his two-Synod term as a delegate (a voting member), while I was attending as a visitor through the 
Next Generation Leadership Initiative. Additionally, keynote speaker Valerie Kaur, a practicing Sikh and social jus-
tice activist, spoke on building beloved community and challenged every UCC congregation to become a “pocket 
of revolutionary love.” 

Valerie said, “You have the resources to strengthen the beloved community you already have... Revolutions hap-
pen in those spaces where people are coming together to inhabit a new way of being, and that is what the UCC is.” 

In fact, Valerie recounted being inspired at a speaking engagement with our very own Southern New England 
Conference when she discovered “a community that would shake hands with a Sikh sister.” Having Valerie speak 
to General Synod virtually from a small room in California enabled each of us to see her passion and emotions, 
helping us to connect to her words and message of Revolutionary Love even more deeply. While the usual buzz 
and excitement of gathering with friends, colleagues and fellow UCC peers from all over the country for a week 
together was surely missed, we celebrated the opportunities that virtual General Synod brought us, including 
dynamic worship and preaching, new music and the ability to be church together even across great distances.

The final worship service for General Synod concluded with the summary and call: “Go in Peace, Rooted in Love.”
I appreciate all of you and your steadfast loving care for each other... Proof that God is among us, demonstrated by His love shared by you. This has been a 
long year and a half through the COVID-19 journey, which unfortunately is not yet over. You have inspired me by your perseverance and positivity. Indeed, 
our congregation is a people of faith and fortitude!

Thankfully, vaccines have become more readily available, though sometimes finding a vaccine by a specific manufacturer is still a challenge. Vaccine ap-
pointments are available at many healthcare facilities and local pharmacies, including Greenwich Hospital and other Yale New Haven Health clinics (YNHH.
org) and Stamford Health (stamfordhealth.org). If you need help finding a vaccine, you can call me at 203-637-1791 ext 821 or email susana@fccog.org. 

The Wellness Committee is always looking for ways to improve the health and safety of all who visit First Church. They spearheaded the efforts to obtain our 
AED (automatic defibrillator) in 2004. Ever since then, we have made sure that 20 to 30 people were certified in CPR, just in case it is ever needed.

(Left) 
Irwin Smallwood, 95, is a delegate from Southern Conference UCC. 
He is a former long-time General Synod Newsroom volunteer and 
retired managing editor and executive sports editor of the Greens-

boro News & Record.

(Right)
 Valerie Kaur speaks to the Synod from her home in California.

Medical Updates From the Parish Nurse
By Sue Asselin, RN

Summer Beach Service
Worshiping in God’s Splendor

Summer brought with it the opportunity to worship yet 
again at Greenwich Point at eight o’clock on Sunday 
mornings. 

Beach Services began on June 13th and concluded on 
August 29th, with the bucolic scenery of the Long Island 
Sound, soft sand and ocean air serving as the outdoor 
sanctuary. Each beach service included scripture, music, 
prayer, a message and communion. 

A wonderful way to gather out in the community, many 
visitors and passersby worshiped with us by the Innis 
Arden Cottage near the entrance to Greenwich Point. In-
clement weather prevented the occasional beach service 
from happening, but even still, we found ways to wor-
ship God through the beautiful nature around us and 
have a little fun at the same time. Just ask Patrick about 
the tractor driver who really wanted to be at worship.

By Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
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