TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2021
10:00 A.M.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children
and calls it good... and so do we!
At First Church we believe that the way we
welcome children in worship directly affects
the way they respond to God,
the church, and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in worship,
we’ve created the PrayGround, located in the
front of the chapel (right side of the
Meetinghouse) where children and others
can engage in worship through movement
and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space for movement
and sensory materials for all ages to worship
with and through. The presence of all God’s
children is a gift to the church,
which offers hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage
There are offering plates at the entrances where you may leave your envelopes.

A NOTE ABOUT OUR BULLETINS
Due to a fire at a factory in Japan, toner for our copy machine has been backordered for several
weeks or longer. No black toner in the cartridge has rendered our machine inoperable. We are
using the preschool printer to print a limited number of bulletins for folks who do not have
smartphone access. For the next few weeks, there will be posters in the narthex with QR codes
that you can scan with your smartphone cameras, which will link you to the church website
where the bulletin will open on your device. Or you can download the bulletin, print at home,
and bring it with you on Sundays. We appreciate your patience during this delay in receiving
our toner replacements.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
WELCOME
PRELUDE

CALL TO COMMUNITY
STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Allegro Molto
Franz Schubert (1797-1828)
Paul Ghaffari, violin
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, piano
Rev. Patrick Collins
Kristen Jacks
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

We gather to proclaim the ways in which God is working within our midst.
We have been blessed by God!
We gather together to give thanks for the ways in which God is working within
our midst.
We are being blessed by God!
We gather together to open our eyes to the ways God is using us to work within
our midst.
We will continue to be blessed by God!
God has given us so much, and is very much alive, at work and still speaking
among us. We are called to give back.
We are called to be good stewards; good stewards of our time, of our
resources and of our money.
Let us give thanks to our God of blessings and affirm our commitment to the
ministry God is calling us into.
Let us give thanks to God!
Let us proclaim our faith in God!
Let us worship God!

CHORAL INTROIT
† HYMN

Rejoice, The Lord Is King
Tune: Darwell

† Please rise in body or in spirit

GATHERING PRAYER

Rev. Patrick Collins

O God, you broke down the barriers when you crept in beside us. In Jesus, your hands
touched all, and touched us. You opened our eyes to see how the hands of the rich
were empty, and the hearts of the poor were full. You took the widow’s mite and the
child’s loaves and used them to show us the Kingdom.
Here in the company of the neighbor whom we know and the stranger in our midst, and
the self from whom we turn, we ask to love as Jesus loved. Make this the place and
time, good Lord, when heaven and earth become one, and we in word and flesh know
ourselves beloved. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
RESPONSE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
Jesus Loves Me This I Know
(Children will depart for Church School)

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
FIRST LESSON

1 Kings 17: 8-16
Common English Bible
Pat Larrabee

The Lord’s word came to Elijah: Get up and go to Zarephath near Sidon and stay there. I
have ordered a widow there to take care of you. Elijah left and went to Zarephath. As he
came to the town gate, he saw a widow collecting sticks. He called out to her, “Please
get a little water for me in this cup so I can drink.” She went to get some water. He then
said to her, “Please get me a piece of bread.”
“As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any food; only a
handful of flour in a jar and a bit of oil in a bottle. Look at me. I’m collecting two sticks
so that I can make some food for myself and my son. We’ll eat the last of the food and
then die.”

Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid! Go and do what you said. Only make a little loaf of
bread for me first. Then bring it to me. You can make something for yourself and your son
after that. This is what Israel’s God, the Lord, says: The jar of flour won’t decrease and the
bottle of oil won’t run out until the day the Lord sends rain on the earth.” The widow
went and did what Elijah said. So the widow, Elijah, and the widow’s household ate for
many days. The jar of flour didn’t decrease nor did the bottle of oil run out, just as the
Lord spoke through Elijah.
Walk In The Light
Arr. Brandon Waddles (b. 1988)
The Chancel Choir

ANTHEM

Walk in the light. Beautiful light. Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night. Jesus is the light of the world.
He's shining! He's shining in my soul.
Thomas Whitfield (adapted)

SECOND LESSON

Mark 12: 38-44
Common English Bible

As he was teaching, he said, “Watch out for the legal experts. They like to walk around in
long robes. They want to be greeted with honor in the markets. They long for places of
honor in the synagogues and at banquets. They are the ones who cheat widows out of
their homes, and to show off they say long prayers. They will be judged most harshly.”
Jesus sat across from the collection box for the temple treasury and observed how the
crowd gave their money. Many rich people were throwing in lots of money. One poor
widow came forward and put in two small copper coins worth a penny. Jesus called his
disciples to him and said, “I assure you that this poor widow has put in more than
everyone who’s been putting money in the treasury. All of them are giving out of their
spare change. But she from her hopeless poverty has given everything she had, even what
she needed to live on.”
MESSAGE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

More Than
Rev. Patrick Collins
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING

Mary Fike
The Gift Of Love
Hal Hopson (b. 1933)
Carolyn Paulus, soprano
Cydney Van Dyke, soprano

DUET

†DOXOLOGY

† Please rise in body or in spirit

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
Invitation
Prayer of Consecration
Words of Institution
Receiving the Bread and Cup
In the tradition of our church, let us partake of the bread (gluten-free) and the cup
together, remembering our individual uniqueness in the eyes of God
and our diversity and unity within the Body of Christ.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison)
Gracious God, in gratitude, in deep gratitude, for this moment, this meal, these people.
We give ourselves to you. Take us out to live as changed people because we have
shared this sacrament and cannot remain the same. Ask much of us, expect much from
us, enable much by us, encourage many through us. Amen.

† HYMN

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
Tune: Cwm Rhondda

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
Harvest Praise
Anton Andre (1775-1842)

POSTLUDE

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

TODAY’S EVENTS
COMMUNITY HOUR RETURNS!
Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community Hour
hosted by the Stewardship Committee.

WELCOME OUR NEW SUNDAY SEXTON!
Welcome our new Sunday Sexton Julio Yika as he joins us this Sunday November 7th.
Julio comes with decades of experience and superior recommendations. His full-time
employment is with a local church as one of their Sextons. Please join us in welcoming
Julio to our First Church staff.
Thank you to Hamid Hussaini for temporarily covering the Sunday Sexton position.
Hamid has been providing temporary help that began with cleaning the headstones in
the cemetery and continuing in other areas as needed. This year he graduated from J M
Wright Technical School and is pursuing a full-time career in the electrical field. We
wish you well in your future endeavors.

CHURCH SCHOOL
Today is the first Sunday of November and we DO have Church School
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Disaster Mission Fundraising!
After Claire's message to us on Sunday, the congregation added $124 more dollars
So, we raised more than $225 to help our neighbors in distress.

NEW MEMBER CLASS
TODAY
Sunday, November 7th
In the Lounge & via Zoom
following worship at approximately 11:15 a.m.
The journey of faith is a very personal one. But it is not meant to be traveled alone! We
invite you to "come home" to our church family by attending one, or all, of our ‘new
members’ classes.
Attending First Church Membership classes does not require that you become a member.
You are welcome to come just to explore and find out more about us. If you are not yet
ready to join First Church's membership, you might like to receive our monthly church
newsletter, participate in a Bible study, join the choir, or enjoy any of our fellowship
events. Until then, continue as our honored visitor sharing in God's love and worshiping
with us. If you are interested in attending, or simply want more information,
please contact the church office or speak with Pastor Patrick or Pastor Cydney.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85485304591?pwd=b0FyMjN0ZDMvL2JtdWNVZjdRbWhRU
T09
Meeting ID: 854 8530 4591
Passcode: FCCOG

REHEARSALS FOR CHERUB, CHILDREN, & YOUTH CHOIRS
After a year of virtual rehearsals, our youngest choirs have resumed rehearsals in-person
for the 2021-2022 choir season! All staff and participants are masked and distanced. Join
a choir!
Times and locations are as follows:
Cherub Choir Kindergarten – 2nd Grade: Carol Woodman, director;
Silver Room (lower level/preschool area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Children’s Choir 3rd Grade – 6th Grade: Craig Symons, director;
Music Room (3rd floor/choir room area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Youth Choir 7th Grade – 12th Grade: Daniel Young, director;
Choir Room (3rd floor) 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES
GIVING TREES
The Giving Tree for H.O.M.E. and Pilgrim Towers will
continue this year in a hybrid format. We can once
again gather around the trees and select gift tags for
Christmas wishes. The trees will be displayed with gift
tags on Sunday, November 7th and 14th. You may
also make your selections online. The link for online
sign-ups will open on November 7th – click here after
12pm on Sunday, November 7 to select your wishes
on Signup Genius. All gifts should be returned to the
stage in the auditorium before the 10 a.m. service on Sunday, November 14th or 21st, or
to the Harvest Sunday drive-by drop on Sunday, November 21st from 11:30 a.m. – 3:00
p.m.
Thank you in advance for making a holiday wish come true for a client of H.O.M.E. or a
resident of Pilgrim Towers!

HARVEST SUNDAY – CELEBRATE IN THREE WAYS
Donate Fresh Food for Neighbor to Neighbor
We have an online option so you can shop for fresh food donations from the comfort of
your home. The fresh selections will be delivered for free to Neighbor to Neighbor. Click
HERE to shop at GiveHealthy.org for fresh food donations requested by Neighbor to
Neighbor.

Donate Shelf Stable Food for Neighbor to Neighbor
We will also hold our traditional collection of shelf stable food during the 10am service
on Harvest Sunday, November 21. Shopping bags will be available in the Meetinghouse
on Sunday, November 7 and 14. If you prefer, food may also be delivered in a drive-by,
drop off on Sunday, November 21 from 11:30 p.m. – 3 p.m. in the church parking lot.
Suggested food: Canned Meats, Peanut Butter and Jelly, Pasta and Sauce, Oatmeal, Rice,
Beans, Canned Vegetables
Contribute to The Harvest Sunday Offering for H.O.M.E:
• Click HERE to donate through the FCCOG website, or
• Text FCCOG Harvest to 73256 or
• mail a donation to church 108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT 06870

H.O.M. E. has been hit very hard by the ripple effects of COVID-19. Their fundraisers,
craft fairs and wreath sales have all been cancelled or severely curtailed.

Harvest Sunday Volunteers - Sign Ups Now Open
Sign up HERE to receive donations at the drive by drop off on Harvest Sunday, November
21.

FUTURE EVENTS
SAVE THE DATES
The holidays are coming quickly, so here are a few dates to get on your calendar!
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Giving Tree Drive begins (online & in person)
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Virtual Food Drive begins - Collection for HOME begins
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 10 A.M.
Harvest Sunday Worship
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 11:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Giving Tree & Food Drive Drop Off — Church Parking Lot
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27 Annual Christmas Tree Sale Begins
(after trees are unloaded – around 9 a.m.)
ADVENT FAITH FORMATION SERIES 7 P.M.
Tuesday Nov 30, Dec 7, Dec 14, Dec 21
Joan Chittister The Monastic Heart (online and in person)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 11:30 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.
Advent Craft Fair
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 4 P.M.
55th Annual Messiah Concert
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 5 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.
First Church Christmas Party
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