
 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2021 

10:00 A.M. 
 

 
Artwork: Awake to Wonder by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 



 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 

open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership 
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. 

We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 
 

We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice 
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you. 

 
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 

 
God puts the wiggle in children  

and calls it good... and so do we!  
 

At First Church we believe that the way we 
welcome children in worship directly affects 

the way they respond to God,  
the church, and to one another. 

 
To welcome children as they are in worship, 

we’ve created the PrayGround, located in the 
front of the chapel (right side of the 

Meetinghouse) where children and others 
can engage in worship through movement 

and prayerful play. 
 

The PrayGround offers space for movement 
and sensory materials for all ages to worship 
with and through. The presence of all God’s 

children is a gift to the church,  
which offers hope for all. 

 
 

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256 
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage 

 
 
 

 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=1071&f=20


 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
 
CALL TO COMMUNITY Rev. Patrick Collins 
 
PRELUDE I Wonder As I Wander 

John Jacob Niles (1892-1980) 
Daniel Young, tenor 

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Marilyn and Rick Derr 
 
One:  Can you be homesick for something you’ve never known?  
All:  We are homesick for a world where all are fed, where laughter is contagious, 

where the doors are wide open.  
One:  We are homesick for a world with more bridges than walls, where trees grow 

tall and rivers run clear.  
All:  We are homesick for a world where all people feel at home—in their bodies, in 

their churches, in their homes.  
One:  We long for that world.  
All:  We hope for that world.  
One:  So today we light the candle of hope, because hope keeps our hearts alive as we 

wait. May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it.  
All:  We are homesick, but we are on our way. Let us worship God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
†HYMN  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

Tune: Veni Emmanuel 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Patrick Collins  
When you’re a kid and you get homesick at a sleepover or a summer camp, you call 
home and your parents come and get you. Sometimes, that’s what love looks like. Love 
bails us out. In the same way, when we call upon God to confess that we’ve messed up, 
or forgotten something, or overlooked the truth, God answers with grace. God answers 
with love. So let us confess today, knowing that nothing could keep God from loving us.   
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)  
Gracious God, we find ourselves with two options every day — to stay homesick for the 
world you had in mind, or to allow cynicism to win. Do we hope against hope, or do 
we throw in the towel? Do we insist on a better world, or do we assume it’s impossible? 
Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins. Forgive us for numbing our homesick hurt 
instead of using it to fuel a better world. Kindle in us a hope that won’t let go. 
Gratefully we pray, Amen. 



 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Family of faith, even when we throw in the towel, even when we give up on hope, God 
does not give up on us. We are loved. We are claimed. We are invited closer to God’s 
home. So hear and trust this good news: There is room for us in God’s house, and 
nothing can separate us from that love. We are claimed. We are forgiven. We are 
welcomed home. Thanks be to God! Amen.   
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Rev. Cydney Van Dyke 
 
RESPONSE  Jesus Loves Me! 

(Children will depart for Church School) 
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong. 

 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 
FIRST LESSON 1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13 
  Common English Bible

 Barbara Norrgard 
 
How can we thank God enough for you, given all the joy we have because of you before 
our God? Night and day, we pray more than ever to see all of you in person and to 
complete whatever you still need for your faith.   
 
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus guide us on our way back to 
you. May the Lord cause you to increase and enrich your love for each other and for 
everyone in the same way as we also love you. May the love cause your hearts to be 
strengthened, to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father when our Lord Jesus 
comes with all his people. Amen. 
 



 
ANTHEM Lift Thine Eyes 

He Watching Over Israel 
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

The Chancel Choir 
 

Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains, whence cometh help. 
Thy help cometh from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

He hath said, thy foot shall not be moved. Thy Keeper will never slumber. 
 

He, watching over Israel, slumbers not nor sleeps;  
Should'st thou, walking in grief, languish, He will quicken thee. 

 
Adapted from Psalm 121:1-4, 7 

 
SECOND LESSON Luke 21:25-36 

Common English Bible 
 
“There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. On the earth, there will be dismay 
among nations in their confusion over the roaring of the sea and surging waves. The 
planets and other heavenly bodies will be shaken, causing people to faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world. Then they will see the Human One coming 
on a cloud with power and great splendor. Now when these things begin to happen, 
stand up straight and raise your heads, because your redemption is near.”  
 
Jesus told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, 
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. In the same way, when you 
see these things happening, you know that God’s kingdom is near. I assure you that this 
generation won’t pass away until everything has happened. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will certainly not pass away.  
 
“Take care that your hearts aren’t dulled by drinking parties, drunkenness, and the 
anxieties of day-to-day life. Don’t let that day fall upon you unexpectedly, like a trap. It 
will come upon everyone who lives on the face of the whole earth. Stay alert at all times, 
praying that you are strong enough to escape everything that is about to happen and to 
stand before the Human One.” 
 
MESSAGE Homesick (Hope)  

Rev. Patrick Collins 
 



 
†HYMN  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

Tune: Stuttgart 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Rev. Cydney Van Dyke 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 



 
CALL TO OFFERING Mario Lotufo 
 
ORGAN OFFERTORY Savior Of The Nations, Come 
  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
†DOXOLOGY 
 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 



 
†HYMN  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

Tune: Truro 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE Savior Of The Nations, Come 

J. S. Bach 
All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved. 



 
TODAY’S EVENTS 

 
COMMUNITY HOUR 

Please join us in the auditorium after worship  
for coffee and light bites hosted by the Stewardship Committee. 

 
CHURCH SCHOOL 

 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent and the children will have Church School in the 
Lounge for a “one room schoolhouse” where we will begin to prepare for Christmas by 
learning about and making Advent Wreaths to take home. 
  
Next Sunday, December 5, we will celebrate worship for all ages and distribute our 
selection of Advent Craft Fair kits for making gifts and ornaments with your family at 
home. 
 
Now is the time to start signing up to be in the traditional "Once in Royal David's City" 
Christmas pageant. Just email RosemaryL@fccog.org and let us know you want to be part 
of the cast. You can be an angel, shepherd, king, an animal in the stable, the little 
drummer boy, etc. 

 
OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Please Join Us! 
The 2021 Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale has begun and will continue until  
December 5. Volunteers are the KEY to the success of the sale, which raised over 
$30,000 for local charities last year. There are jobs for ALL volunteers. We need 
welcoming greeters, cashiers, and salespeople.  Bring friends and work together! 
 
Please help us help others at this time of critical need. See the link to volunteer in the 
Friday email or on the website. 
 

Ways to continue to celebrate Thanksgiving 
 
Donate Fresh Food for Neighbor to Neighbor 
We have an online option so you can shop for fresh food donations from the comfort of 
your home. The fresh selections will be delivered for free to Neighbor to Neighbor. See 
the link in the Friday email or on the website to shop at GiveHealthy.org for fresh food 
donations requested by Neighbor to Neighbor. 

mailto:rosemaryl@fccog.org


 
Contribute to The Harvest Sunday Offering for H.O.M.E: 

• Donate through the FCCOG website, or 
• Text FCCOG Harvest to 73256 or 
• mail a donation (108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT 06870) 

 
ADVENT FAITH FORMATION SERIES 

During Advent, we are invited to journey through scriptures 
and rituals that are tender, heavy with emotion, uncertain, 
and vulnerable. It is a time of the “already but not yet” 
tension in our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and yet, God’s 
promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully realized.  
 
Through our Advent theme, Closer to Home, we will 
explore the deep longing for God to come close to us, and 
how to live in that presence of God to grow in wisdom and 
strength of soul. Sister Joan Chittister’s latest book, The 
Monastic Heart, aims to do just this by carrying the 
monastic spiritual tradition that seeks restoration and 
renewal both at home and in the world into the 21st 
century. Each week we will explore our weekly Advent 

theme through monastic practices that have applicability to daily life, in order to learn 
how to live an ordinary life extraordinarily well.  
 
Please join us for our contemplative and practical faith formation series each Tuesday in 
Advent at 7pm, either in-person in the Lounge or online via this Zoom link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84515455023?pwd=YlJJYld5ZWdtTDRSSTI2anRmUFZFUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 845 1545 5023 
Passcode: FCCOG 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84515455023?pwd=YlJJYld5ZWdtTDRSSTI2anRmUFZFUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84515455023?pwd=YlJJYld5ZWdtTDRSSTI2anRmUFZFUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84515455023?pwd=YlJJYld5ZWdtTDRSSTI2anRmUFZFUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84515455023?pwd=YlJJYld5ZWdtTDRSSTI2anRmUFZFUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84515455023?pwd=YlJJYld5ZWdtTDRSSTI2anRmUFZFUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84515455023?pwd=YlJJYld5ZWdtTDRSSTI2anRmUFZFUT09


 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 

Ephesians 6:18 
 
Prayer is one of the strongest binders of community. We invite you to pray for one 
another and often!  
Do you have a prayer concern? First Church will pray for you. Prayers can be held up by 
our pastors, the Prayer Group, or both. Please email confidential prayer requests for only 
the clergy to Patrick patrickc@fccog.org and Cydney cydneyv@fccog.org  
 
Please email prayer requests to be added to our broader community Prayer Group to 
Prayer_Requests@fccog.org The Prayer Group consists of First Church members and staff 
who are dedicated to praying for you. Prayer requests can also be made through the 
online form on our website www.fccog.org under the Ministries tab. 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
The holidays are coming quickly, so here are a few dates to get on your calendar! 

 
ADVENT FAITH FORMATION SERIES 7 P.M. 

Tuesday Nov 30, Dec 7, Dec 14, Dec 21 
Joan Chittister The Monastic Heart (online and in person) 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 11:30 A.M. - 1:30 P.M. 

Advent Craft Fair 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 4 P.M. 
55th Annual Messiah Concert 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 5 P.M. - 7:30 P.M. 

First Church Christmas Party 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19 
Holiday Cookie Walk (after worship) 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84515455023?pwd=YlJJYld5ZWdtTDRSSTI2anRmUFZFUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84515455023?pwd=YlJJYld5ZWdtTDRSSTI2anRmUFZFUT09
mailto:patrickc@fccog.org
mailto:cydneyv@fccog.org
mailto:cydneyv@fccog.org
mailto:cydneyv@fccog.org
mailto:Prayer_Requests@fccog.org
http://www.fccog.org/


 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE 

 
9 A.M - 5 P.M — Outdoor Nativity Walk 

 
10 A.M. — Children’s Service especially for children and their families 

Live nativity and music by The Cherub Choir 
 

3 P.M. — Family Service with “Once in Royal David’s City” pageant  
Music by The Children’s Choir and Helena Brown, soprano 

 
5 P.M. — Caroling on the front lawn of the church 

 
6 P.M. — Festival Service of Carols  

Music by The Chancel Choir, organ, and brass 
 

9 P.M. — Candlelight Carol Service and Communion  
led by The Youth/Alumni Choir 

 
11 P.M. — Contemplative Candlelight Service 

 



 
COLORING PAGES 
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