TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
CELEBRATING ALL SAINTS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2021
10:00 A.M.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children
and calls it good... and so do we!
At First Church we believe that the way we
welcome children in worship directly affects
the way they respond to God, the church,
and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in worship,
we’ve created the PrayGround, located in the
front of the chapel (right side of the
Meetinghouse) where children and others
can engage in worship through movement
and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space for movement
and sensory materials for all ages to worship
with and through. The presence of all God’s
children is a gift to the church, which offers
hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage
There are offering plates at the entrances where you may leave your envelopes.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
WELCOME
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE

Rev. Patrick Collins
In Remembrance
Eleanor Daley (b. 1955)
The Chancel Choir

Do not stand at my grave and weep. I am not there, I do not sleep
I am the thousand winds that blow, I am the diamond glint on snow.
I am the sunlight-ripened grain, I am the gentle morning rain.
And when you wake in the morning’s hush,
I am the sweet uplifting rush of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night. Do not stand at my grave and cry, I am not there, I did not die.
Anonymous

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Hurricanes and floods and climate disasters;
All: drones and bombs and handguns;
One: cancer and heart disease and COVID;
All: poverty and injustice and oppression.
One: The ways of death in this world are many.
All: The words of death surround us.
One: The fear of death envelopes us.
All: But we come now to hear a different Word,
One: a true Word
All: a life-giving Word.
One: We are here on Isaiah’s mountain
All: where tears are wiped away,
One: where a banquet table has been set,
All: where death has been swallowed up forever.
One: We do not fully understand it.
All: We may not fully believe it.
One: And yet here it is:
All: the power of Christ’s life within us and among us.
So let us be glad and rejoice in our salvation!

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

† HYMN

For All The Saints
Tune: Sine Nomine

† Please rise in body or in spirit

UNISON PRAYER

Rev. Patrick Collins

Eternal God, hope of all who trust in you, in Christ you weep with those who mourn
even as you cry out in triumph over the grave. Unbind us from sin, release us from
captivity, and with Lazarus, raise us from death to life, so that we may join that great
crowd of saints who forever sing praise to your holy name;
through Christ, the resurrection and the life. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

MOMENT OF MISSION

Church School Fundraiser
for UCC Disaster Ministries

RESPONSE

Jesus Loves Me This I Know
(Children will return to their seats)

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 25: 6-9
New Revised Standard Version
First Church Youth

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

O Love
Elaine Hagenberg (b. 1979)
The Chancel Choir

ANTHEM

O Love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe, that in thy ocean depths its flow
may richer, fuller be.
O Joy that seeks me through pain, I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain,
that morn shall tearless be.
George Matheson (1882)

SECOND LESSON

John 10:32-44
New Revised Standard Version
Lynn Hawxhurst

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in
spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord,
come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But
some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this
man from dying?”
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was
lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for
having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this,
he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”

The Power Of Love
Rev. Patrick Collins
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

MESSAGE

HONORING THE SAINTS
Inge Thalheim - December 31, 2020
Peter Bowen Tufts - January 1, 2021
Dorothy "Dottie" Lee Bowles Fisk - January 26, 2021
Frieda Saemann - February 10, 2021
Charles “Chuck” McConnell - April 14, 2021
Marty Berlin - April 15, 2021
Gary D. Miller - May 1, 2021
Ronald Nelson - August 7, 2021
Lori A. White - September 18, 2021
James "Jim" Starkweather - October 22, 2021
Michael Yancey – October 22, 2021
Dr. Hans Kramer - October 26, 2021
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

† HYMN

Sing With All The Saints In Glory
Tune: Hymn To Joy

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
Toccata In D Minor
J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

POSTLUDE

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

TODAY’S EVENTS
CHURCH SCHOOL
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Disaster Mission Fundraising!
Next Sunday is the first Sunday of November - we DO have Church School
Hope you have a fun Halloween tonight!

REHEARSALS FOR CHERUB, CHILDREN, & YOUTH CHOIRS
After a year of virtual rehearsals, our youngest choirs have resumed rehearsals in-person
for the 2021-2022 choir season! All staff and participants will be masked and distanced.
Join a choir!
Times and locations are as follows:
Cherub Choir Kindergarten – 2nd Grade: Carol Woodman, director;
Silver Room (lower level/preschool area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Children’s Choir 3rd Grade – 6th Grade: Craig Symons, director;
Music Room (3rd floor/choir room area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Youth Choir 7th Grade – 12th Grade: Daniel Young, director;
Choir Room (3rd floor) 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

FUTURE EVENTS
CPR Certification Class
Saturday, November 6 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
A Greenwich EMS instructor will teach American Heart
Association CPR, including the use of the defibrillator.
Cost is covered for a limited number of people
who regularly attend First Church.
Classes are appropriate for new and seasoned CPR students.
Class will be held at the
Greenwich EMS Headquarters, 1111 East Putnam Ave, Riverside
where precautions will be taken to prevent the spread of COVID19.
Contact Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse at church extension 821 or email susana@fccog.org
with any questions and to register for class.

NEW MEMBER CLASS
Sunday, November 7th

In the Lounge & via Zoom
following worship at approximately 11:15 a.m.
The journey of faith is a very personal one. But it is
not meant to be traveled alone! We invite you to "come home" to our church family by
attending one, or all, of our ‘new members’ classes.
Attending First Church Membership classes does not require that you become a member.
You are welcome to come just to explore and find out more about us. If you are not yet
ready to join First Church's membership, you might like to receive our monthly church
newsletter, participate in a Bible study, join the choir, or enjoy any of our fellowship
events. Until then, continue as our honored visitor sharing in God's love and worshiping
with us. If you are interested in attending, or simply want more information,
please contact the church office or speak with Pastor Patrick or Pastor Cydney.

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85485304591?pwd=b0FyMjN0ZDMvL2JtdWNVZjdRbWhRU
T09
Meeting ID: 854 8530 4591
Passcode: FCCOG

THE RUMMAGE ROOM NEW HOURS!
Monday - Thursday 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Closed Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
Our new donation hours are
Monday - Thursday 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Requested donations:
Jewelry
Ladies handbags
Winter coats for everyone (adults and children)
Ladies fall blouses
Like new or new toys and games for Christmas
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich

SAVE THE DATES
The holidays are coming quickly, so here are a few dates to get on your calendar!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6 11 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.
Women’s Fellowship “Homes for the Brave” Drive
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Giving Tree Drive begins (online & in person)
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Virtual Food Drive begins - Collection for HOME begins
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 10 A.M.
Harvest Sunday Worship
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 11:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Giving Tree & Food Drive Drop Off — Church Parking Lot

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27 Annual Christmas Tree Sale Begins
(after trees are unloaded – around 9 a.m.)
ADVENT FAITH FORMATION SERIES 7 P.M.
Tuesday Nov 30, Dec 7, Dec 14, Dec 21
Joan Chittister The Monastic Heart (online and in person)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 11:30 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.
Advent Craft Fair
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 4 P.M.
55th Annual Messiah Concert
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 5 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.
First Church Christmas Party

COLORING PAGES
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