TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2021
10:00 A.M.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children
and calls it good... and so do we!
At First Church we believe that the way we
welcome children in worship directly affects
the way they respond to God, the church,
and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in worship,
we’ve created the PrayGround, located in the
front of the chapel (right side of the
Meetinghouse) where children and others
can engage in worship through movement
and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space for movement
and sensory materials for all ages to worship
with and through. The presence of all God’s
children is a gift to the church, which offers
hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage
There are offering plates at the entrances where you may leave your envelopes.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Improvisation
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ

PRELUDE

Celebrating the Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stewart Chimes in the
First Church Bell Tower, dedicated on October 26, 1930

CALL TO COMMUNITY
MUSICAL CALL TO WORSHIP

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
Little Prelude In E Minor
John Dixon
Palmer Handbell Choir
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, director

CALL TO WORSHIP

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

One: Come, let us pay attention to God at work in our midst,
All: For knowing God is for everyone who longs to walk in the ways of Love.
One: Come, let us fine tune our awareness of God together,
All: For knowing God better happens every time we pray, read scripture, offer music
and praise, serve others as Jesus did.
One: Come, let us find assurance in God’s goodness that is greater than we can imagine,
All: For knowing God produces fruit that is holy in nature: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
One: Come, let us worship our God,
All: For we know our God is worthy to be praised.

† HYMN

Christ, Whose Glory Fills The Skies
Tune: Ratisbon

† Please rise in body or in spirit

UNISON PRAYER

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

Creator God,
You have a plan for each one of us; plans to prosper us, not harm us. You offer us a
future full of hope and promise never to leave us. Give us the wisdom of your Holy
Spirit so that we can see you at work in the world, and in the circumstances of our daily
lives. Tune our hearts and minds to know you better and walk in your ways of love,
peace, and justice that lead to healing, reconciliation, and transformation. May we seek
you with all our hearts every day and choose your will above all else. We pray this in
the name of Jesus, the one who knows us and you best. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Rev. Patrick Collins

MOMENT OF MISSION

Church School Fundraiser
for UCC Disaster Ministries

RESPONSE

Thy Word Is A Lamp Unto My Feet
(Children will depart for Church School classes)

FIRST LESSON

Job 42:1-6,10-17
The Message
Pat Mendelsohn

Job answered God:
“I’m convinced: You can do anything and everything.
Nothing and no one can upset your plans.
You asked, ‘Who is this muddying the water,
ignorantly confusing the issue, second-guessing my purposes?’
I admit it. I was the one. I babbled on about things far beyond me,
made small talk about wonders way over my head.
You told me, ‘Listen, and let me do the talking.
Let me ask the questions. You give the answers.’
I admit I once lived by rumors of you;
now I have it all firsthand—from my own eyes and ears!
I’m sorry—forgive me. I’ll never do that again, I promise!
I’ll never again live on crusts of hearsay, crumbs of rumor.”
After Job had interceded for his friends, God restored his fortune—and then doubled it!
All his brothers and sisters and friends came to his house and celebrated. They told him
how sorry they were, and consoled him for all the trouble God had brought him. Each of
them brought generous housewarming gifts.
God blessed Job’s later life even more than his earlier life. He ended up with fourteen
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand teams of oxen, and one thousand
donkeys. He also had seven sons and three daughters. He named the first daughter Dove,
the second, Cinnamon, and the third, Darkeyes. There was not a woman in that country
as beautiful as Job’s daughters. Their father treated them as equals with their brothers,
providing the same inheritance.
Job lived on another 140 years, living to see his children and grandchildren—four
generations of them! Then he died—an old man, a full life.

Bright Canaan
Arr. Alice Parker (b. 1925)
The Chancel Choir

ANTHEM

O who will come and go with me? I am bound for the land of Canaan.
I'm bound fair Canaan's land to see, I am bound for the land of Canaan.
I'll join with them who've gone before, I am bound for the land of Canaan.
Where sin and sorrow are no more, I am bound for the land of Canaan.
Oh, Canaan; bright Canaan! I'm bound for the land of Canaan,
Oh, Canaan, it is my happy home, I am bound for the land of Canaan.
Samuel Stennett (1787)

SECOND LESSON

Mark 10: 46-52
New Revised Standard Version
Rev. Patrick Collins

They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho,
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they
called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So throwing
off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want
me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” Jesus said
to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and
followed him on the way.
MESSAGE

Know God’s Peace
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION/HYMN

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Peace
Anna Golden – Projection Dance
New Life Church Online

Rev. Patrick Collins

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

† HYMN

It Is Well With My Soul
Tune: Ville Du Havre

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

A Joyful Peal
Michael Bedford
The Palmer Handbell Choir

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

TODAY’S EVENTS
NEW MEMBER CLASSES
TODAY October 24th
&
Sunday, November 7th

In the Lounge & via Zoom
following worship at approximately 11:15 a.m.
The journey of faith is a very personal one. But it is not meant to be traveled alone! We
invite you to "come home" to our church family by attending one, or all, of our ‘new
members’ classes.
Attending First Church Membership classes does not require that you become a member.
You are welcome to come just to explore and find out more about us. If you are not yet
ready to join First Church's membership, you might like to receive our monthly church
newsletter, participate in a Bible study, join the choir, or enjoy any of our fellowship
events. Until then, continue as our honored visitor sharing in God's love and worshiping
with us.
If you are interested in attending, or simply want more information,
please contact the church office or speak with Pastor Patrick or Pastor Cydney.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85485304591?pwd=b0FyMjN0ZDMvL2JtdWNVZjdRbWhRU
T09
Meeting ID: 854 8530 4591
Passcode: FCCOG

REHEARSALS FOR CHERUB, CHILDREN, & YOUTH CHOIRS
After a year of virtual rehearsals, our youngest choirs have resumed rehearsals in-person
for the 2021-2022 choir season! All staff and participants will be masked and distanced.
Join a choir!
Times and locations are as follows:
Cherub Choir Kindergarten – 2nd Grade: Carol Woodman, director;
Silver Room (lower level/preschool area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Children’s Choir 3rd Grade – 6th Grade: Craig Symons, director;
Music Room (3rd floor/choir room area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Youth Choir 7th Grade – 12th Grade: Daniel Young, director;
Choir Room (3rd floor) 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

CHURCH SCHOOL
There is Regular Church School today in person and on ZOOM.
See the Friday email and the Saturday Family Newsletter for sign on links.
Our supervised PrayGround will be available as it is every Sunday for your little ones.

Church School Raising Funds for UCC Disaster Ministries
Listen to our children in worship today when they tell us why they are supporting this
fundraising campaign.
Hear them ask us to join them in their efforts to bring needed relief to thousands of
victims in our country and abroad. A special donation container is in the narthex
throughout October. The children will be looking for ways to raise donations by doing
special chores, etc. You are invited to support our Church School as they seek to let
others know we are Christians by our love. Thank you!

AN INVITATION TO ALL
Join us as we visit and challenge our neighbors at Pilgrim Towers to a spooky game of
Bingo. TODAY we will head over to 25 Washington Court, Stamford, CT right after
worship. If you will join us and would like a ride, email RosemaryL@fccog.org and she
will make arrangements.
We are hoping to be outside, so be sure to bulk up under your costume or any other way
you can stay warm. If we are not able to be outside, we will be in the newly expanded
meeting space, socially distanced. There will be prizes for every winner
(Surprise…everyone is a winner!) and goody bags to take home. So come to this “NOT
FOR CHILDREN ONLY” event.

FUTURE EVENTS
CPR Certification Class
Saturday, November 6 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
A Greenwich EMS instructor will teach American Heart
Association CPR, including the use of the defibrillator.
Cost is covered for a limited number of people
who regularly attend First Church.
Classes are appropriate for new and seasoned CPR students.
Class will be held at the
Greenwich EMS Headquarters, 1111 East Putnam Ave, Riverside
where precautions will be taken to prevent the spread of COVID19.
Contact Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse at church extension 821 or email susana@fccog.org
with any questions and to register for class.

THE RUMMAGE ROOM NEW HOURS!
Monday - Thursday 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Closed Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
Our new donation hours are
Monday - Thursday 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Requested donations:
Jewelry
Ladies handbags
Winter coats for everyone (adults and children)
Ladies fall blouses
Like new or new toys and games for Christmas
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich

SAVE THE DATES
The holidays are coming quickly, so here are a few dates to get on your calendar!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6 11 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.
Women’s Fellowship “Homes for the Brave” Drive
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Giving Tree Drive begins (online & in person)
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Virtual Food Drive begins - Collection for HOME begins
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 10 A.M.
Harvest Sunday Worship
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 11:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Giving Tree & Food Drive Drop Off — Church Parking Lot
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27 Annual Christmas Tree Sale Begins
(after trees are unloaded – around 9 a.m.)
ADVENT FAITH FORMATION SERIES 7 P.M.
Tuesday Nov 30, Dec 7, Dec 14, Dec 21
Joan Chittister The Monastic Heart (online and in person)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 11:30 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.
Advent Craft Fair
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 4 P.M.
55th Annual Messiah Concert
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 5 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.
First Church Christmas Party

LIVE-STREAM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Live-Stream
Become the director! Volunteer to learn and help out with the Sunday Live-Stream on
Facebook and YouTube.
Contact Pastor Patrick at patrickc@fccog.org or Daniel Lepoutre at danl@fccog.org.
ProPresenter
Volunteer to learn and help out with the in-house Sunday ProPresenter presentation
which are the texts/captioning you see on the screens or online videos.
Contact Pastor Patrick at patrickc@fccog.org or Stephen Lucin at stephenl@fccog.org.

WE NEED USHERS & GREETERS!

One of things new members mention the most after they’ve joined First Church is how
welcome they felt when they stepped into the building. As we enter the holidays and
more people are worshipping in-person, we need more ushers and greeters to continue
that hospitality ministry. Click on the link below, check your Friday email, or check the
church website at the bottom of the main page, and sign up for a few Sundays a month.
You can also speak with Meg Dempsey on Sunday mornings if you would like to be a
greeter, who often stand outside the doors and welcome people each Sunday.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090845adaa2baaf85-sunday

UPDATE YOUR
CHURCH INFORMATION!
Over the past year, the office staff has been
going through our database (called ACS) to
update and confirm information associated with
our membership.
Did you know you can access that information with “My First Church”
and check to see if your information is correct?
Have you moved, changed phone numbers, or email addresses?
Click on the link below to log in (or set up your account log in and password)
to see your profile. https://tinyurl.com/3r4f6m5z

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870
203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org
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