TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2021
10:00 A.M.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children and calls
it good... and so do we! At First Church
we believe that the way we welcome
children in worship directly affects the
way they respond to God,
the church, and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in
worship, we’ve created the PrayGround,
located in the front of the chapel
(right side of the Meetinghouse)
where children and others can engage in
worship through movement and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space for movement and sensory materials for all ages to
worship with and through. The presence of all God’s children is a gift to the
church, which offers hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage
There are offering plates at the entrances where you may leave your envelopes.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

Give Me Jesus
Moses Hogan (1957-2003)
Hanna Golodinskii, soprano - Dr. Craig Scott Symons, piano

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Gentle and patient
All: God, you are calling.
One: Careful and persistent
All: God, you are calling.
One: In grieving and in praise
All: God, you are calling.
One: Through dawn and midday
All: God, you are calling.
One: Unexpected and planned
All: God, you are calling.
One: In a still small voice and in power
All: God, you are calling.
One: Spontaneous and prepared
All: God, you are calling.
One: Willing or protected
All: God, you are calling.
One: Our God is eager to share with us,
wherever we are in our journey.
May we be open to listen.
All: God, you are calling.

Rev. Patrick Collins

† HYMN

Let Us With A Gladsome Mind
Tune: Monkland

† Please rise in body or in spirit

UNISON PRAYER
O God of the still, small voice, quiet our inner spirit. Help us to focus upon You,
and You alone, to hear Your voice within. There are so many other voices
demanding our attention. But we cannot attend to them without You. May Your
voice speak through us. In weakness, be our strength. In poverty, be our wealth.
In depression, be our joy. In apathy, be our love.
We cannot sing Love's song, O Lord, unless it be Your voice singing in us. Take
this heart, and with this mouth make Your praise and thanksgiving a reality here
and now. Because of, and in the name of the human one, Jesus. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
RESPONSE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
Thy Word Is A Lamp Unto My Feet
(Children will depart for Church School classes)

FIRST LESSON

Psalm 119:105-112
Revised Standard Version
Joe McBride

Thy word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.
I have sworn an oath and confirmed it,
to observe thy righteous ordinances.
I am sorely afflicted;
give me life, O Lord, according to thy word!
Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord,
and teach me thy ordinances.
I hold my life in my hand continually,
but I do not forget thy law.
The wicked have laid a snare for me,
but I do not stray from thy precepts.
Thy testimonies are my heritage for ever;
yea, they are the joy of my heart.
I incline my heart to perform thy statutes
forever, to the end.
ANTHEM

Many Gifts, One Spirit
Charles Callahan (b. 1951)
The Chancel Choir

God of change and glory, God of time and space, When we fear the future, Give to us your grace.
In the midst of changing ways give us still the grace to praise.
Many gifts, one spirit, one love known in many ways.
In our difference is blessing, from diversity we praise
One giver, one Lord, one spirit, one word known in many ways, hallowing our days.
For the giver, for the gifts, praise, praise, praise!
God of many colors, God of many signs, you have made us different, blessing many kinds.
As the old ways disappear, let your love cast out our fear.
Freshness of the morning, newness of each night, you are still creating endless love and light.
This we see, as shadows part, many gifts from one great heart.
Al Carmines (1974)

SECOND LESSON

Romans 12:1-8
Common English Bible

So, brothers and sisters, because of God’s mercies, I encourage you to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice that is holy and pleasing to God. This is your
appropriate priestly service. Don’t be conformed to the patterns of this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds so that you can figure out what
God’s will is—what is good and pleasing and mature.
Because of the grace that God gave me, I can say to each one of you: don’t think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think. Instead, be reasonable since God has
measured out a portion of faith to each one of you. We have many parts in one
body, but the parts don’t all have the same function. In the same way, though there
are many of us, we are one body in Christ, and individually we belong to each
other. We have different gifts that are consistent with God’s grace that has been
given to us. If your gift is prophecy, you should prophesy in proportion to your
faith. If your gift is service, devote yourself to serving. If your gift is teaching, devote
yourself to teaching. If your gift is encouragement, devote yourself to encouraging.
The one giving should do it with no strings attached. The leader should lead with
passion. The one showing mercy should be cheerful.
MESSAGE
MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION/HYMN

Know God First
Rev. Patrick Collins
How Great Is Our God/How Great Thou Art
Saddleback Worship
(join in singing “How Great Thou Art” when directed)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

† HYMN

Go, My Children
Tune: Ar Hyd Y Nos

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
March For An Occasion
Alan Viner (b. 1951)

POSTLUDE

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

TODAY’S EVENTS
New Member Classes
October 10th, 24th, & November 7th
In the Lounge & via Zoom following worship at approximately 11:15am
The journey of faith is a very personal one. But it is not meant to be traveled alone!
We invite you to "come home" to our church family by attending one, or all, of our
‘new members’ classes.
Attending First Church Membership classes does not require that you become a
member. You are welcome to come just to explore and find out more about us. If
you are not yet ready to join First Church's membership, you might like to receive
our monthly church newsletter, participate in a Bible study, join the choir, or enjoy
any of our fellowship events. Until then, continue as our honored visitor sharing in
God's love and worshiping with us.
If you are interested in attending, or simply want more information,
please contact the church office or speak with Pastor Patrick or Pastor Cydney.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85485304591?pwd=b0FyMjN0ZDMvL2JtdWNVZjdRb
WhRUT09
Meeting ID: 854 8530 4591
Passcode: FCCOG

REHEARSALS FOR CHERUB, CHILDREN, & YOUTH CHOIRS
After a year of virtual rehearsals, our youngest choirs have resumed rehearsals inperson for the 2021-2022 choir season! All staff and participants will be masked
and distanced. The rooms where rehearsals are held have been upgraded with
increased ventilation, and UV lights in air handlers. UV lights for HVAC systems
are used to kill the DNA of germs, viruses, mold spores, bacteria and fungi as they
pass through the air handling system.
Times and locations are as follows:
Cherub Choir Kindergarten – 2nd Grade: Carol Woodman, director;
Silver Room (lower level/preschool area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Children’s Choir 3rd Grade – 6th Grade: Craig Symons, director;
Music Room (3rd floor/choir room area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Youth Choir 7th Grade – 12th Grade: Danny Young, director;
Choir Room (3rd floor) 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

FUTURE EVENTS

Church School Raising Funds for UCC Disaster Ministries
We're thinking globally in Church School this month! Worship for October began
with World Communion Sunday and will end with All Saints Sunday- highlighting
just how connected we all are across the world through our faith. So our Church
School is raising funds for 3 important efforts through the UCC's Disaster Ministries
to help people all across the world. 100% of all proceeds donated through the
UCC Disaster Ministries go directly to support these causes.

• 2021 Severe Storms recovery needs across the country and beyond
• Appeal for Haiti following the devastating earthquake and subsequent tropical
storm in August
• COVID-19 relief for food, hygiene kits, personal protective equipment and other
aid to the most vulnerable around the world to reduce the virus’s spread.
A special donation container is located in the narthex through all of October.
Please donate generously to support our Church School youth as they seek to let
others know we are Christians by our love. The money we raise will be donated
equally among the three efforts. Thank you!

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER - SUNDAY OCTOBER 17TH
As the guidance evolves, surely more questions
will arise about recommendations and eligibility
for additional COVID19 vaccines. We will be
holding an informative talk here at First Church on
Sunday, October 17 at 11:15 a.m.
Our speaker will be Stephanie Paulmeno,
DNP, MS, RN, NHA, CPH, CCM, CDP.
Stephanie is a Public Health Promotion Specialist
for the Town of Greenwich Department of Health.
Please join us then. And in the meantime,
feel free to call Sue Asselin with questions at
203-637-1791 ext 821 or email susana@fccog.org

TRUNK OR TREAT
Saturday, October 23
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Car decorating: 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
If you are new to a Trunk or Treat, it is
an event where volunteers decorate
the trunks of their cars and provide
individually wrapped candy for
children. Children from the
community walk by the cars and
receive candy at each decorated car.
It is a great time for children to enjoy
the evening and not feel scared about
trick or treating, and it is a great
opportunity to introduce families to
the First Church Community. There
will be food trucks.
Cost is $10 to attend; no cost to
decorate your car and pass out candy.
All proceeds will go to First Church
Outreach Programs.
Come in costume and join the fun of this special event!

THE RUMMAGE ROOM IS OPEN!
Sales: Monday – Thursday 11a.m. -3 p.m.
Donations accepted:
Wednesday & Thursday 11a.m. -3 p.m.
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich

SAVE THE DATES
The holidays are coming quickly, so here are a few dates to get on your calendar!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6 11 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.
Women’s Fellowship “Homes for the Brave” Drive
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Giving Tree Drive begins (online & in person)
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Virtual Food Drive begins
Collection for HOME begins
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 10 A.M.
Harvest Sunday Worship
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 11:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Giving Tree & Food Drive Drop Off — Church Parking Lot

WE NEED USHERS & GREETERS!

One of things new members mention the most after they’ve joined First Church is
how welcome they felt when they stepped into the building. As we enter the
holidays and more people are worshipping in-person, we need more ushers and
greeters to continue that hospitality ministry. Click on the link below, check your
Friday email, or check the church website at the bottom of the main page, and sign
up for a few Sundays a month. You can also speak with Meg Dempsey on Sunday
mornings if you would like to be a greeter, who often stand outside the doors and
welcome people each Sunday.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090845adaa2baaf85-sunday

UPDATE YOUR CHURCH INFORMATION!
Over the past year, the office staff has been going through our database (called
ACS) to update and confirm information associated with our membership.
Did you know you can access that information with “My First Church”
and check to see if your information is correct?
Have you moved, changed phone numbers, or email addresses?
Click on the link below to log in (or set up your account log in and password)
to see your profile. https://tinyurl.com/3r4f6m5z

PICTURES FROM OUR QUARTERLY MEETING OCTOBER 3
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