
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
THE INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR 

REVEREND CYDNEY VAN DYKE 
 
 





The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership 

and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. 
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice 

to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you. 
 

 
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 

 
God puts the wiggle in children and calls it good... and so do we!  

At First Church we believe that the way we welcome children in worship  
directly affects the way they respond to God, the church, and to one another. 

 
To welcome children as they are in worship, we’ve created the PrayGround,  

located in the front of the chapel (right side of the Meetinghouse)  
where children and others can engage in worship through movement and prayerful play. 

 
The PrayGround offers space for movement and sensory materials for all ages to worship with and 

through. The presence of all God’s children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for all. 
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
PRELUDE  Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
 
CALL TO COMMUNITY Rev. Patrick Collins 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP Philip & Claire Wentworth 
One: Whoever you are, you are welcome! 
All: We bring our many gifts and authentic selves to God in praise! 
One: There are many gifts, but one God who gives them; 
All: Each as important as the next; all needed to be the body of Christ. 
One: Some will be teachers; others preachers; some will be capable leaders, others will be 

skillful workers; some will be those who have visions of all possibilities; 
All: Others will find ways to make those visions a reality; some will develop 

ministries of peace and justice; others will seek to change unjust systems. 
One: Each person here has been blessed by God. 
All: Lord, help us to use those blessings to help others. 
One: With Christ-like love, may we be the church and serve our community together. 
All: Let us worship our God who binds us together in service and love! 



† HYMN  In The Midst Of New Dimensions 
Tune: New Dimensions 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 



 
PRAYER (in unison) Jim Shattuck 
Covenantal God, 
You have blessed us with a bounty of gifts. Help us to claim these gifts as spiritual resources 
for your beloved community. Remind us that these gifts are to be used as blessings to build 
up the body of Christ. Remind us of your everlasting promise of abundant love, so we may 
respond with loving and life-giving ways ourselves. Be with us this day as we set our hearts to 
the work of new beginnings together. The work of being the church, following in Christ’s 
ways, and creating community where all belong and have enough. Though we are very 
different people, with many different talents and gifts, make us one in your Spirit, that we 
may be your ministers in the world. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Rev. Cydney Van Dyke 
 
FIRST LESSON For A New Beginning 

John O’Donahue 
Pam Speer 

In out-of-the-way places of the heart, 
Where your thoughts never think to wander, 
This beginning has been quietly forming, 
Waiting until you were ready to emerge. 
For a long time it has watched your desire, 
Feeling the emptiness growing inside you, 
Noticing how you willed yourself on, 
Still unable to leave what you had outgrown. 
It watched you play with the seduction of safety 
And the gray promises that sameness whispered, 
Heard the waves of turmoil rise and relent, 
Wondered would you always live like this. 
Then the delight, when your courage kindled, 
And out you stepped onto new ground, 
Your eyes young again with energy and dream, 
A path of plenitude opening before you. 
Though your destination is not yet clear 
You can trust the promise of this opening; 
Unfurl yourself into the grace of beginning 
That is at one with your life's desire. 
Awaken your spirit to adventure; 
Hold nothing back, learn to find ease in risk; 
Soon you will home in a new rhythm, 
For your soul senses the world that awaits you. 



 
 
 
 
ANTHEM  Let Us Not Become Weary 

Benjamin Kornelis (b. 1963) 
The Chancel Choir 

Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano 
 

Let us not become weary in doing good, 
 for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people. 

And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,  
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. 

 
Galatians 6:9-10a, Micah 6:8b 

 
SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 12: 4-31 
 New International Version 

Betsy Kreuter 
 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of 
service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone 
it is the same God at work. 
  
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is 
given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the 
same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to 
another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to 
another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 
All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he 
determines. 
  
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 
slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one 
part but of many. 
  
 



 
Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for 
that reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do 
not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. If the whole body 
were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the 
sense of smell be? But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he 
wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many 
parts, but one body. 
  
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t 
need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and 
the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are 
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special 
treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so 
that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each 
other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with 
it. 
  
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And God has placed in the 
church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of 
helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 
  
And yet I will show you the most excellent way. 
 
MESSAGE Wonders, Wonders, Wonders Of God  - With Us And For Us 

Rev. Wanda Craner 
  



† HYMN Siyahamba 

 
We are dancing . . . 
We are praying . . .  
We are singing . . . 
 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Bill & Henry DeHaven 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

ORDER OF INSTALLATION 
 
GREETING 
 Association Representative Diana Beecher
   
 The Fairfield West Association of the Southern New England Conference of the United  
 Church of Christ greets you in the name of Jesus Christ, the head of the church in  
 heaven and on earth. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of  
 witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us  
 run with perseverance the race that is set before us.  
 

People: Let us look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 
was waiting, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God. 

 
PRESENTATION   
 Local Church Representative Clem Lepoutre 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich United Church of Christ, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, has called Rev. Cydney Van Dyke as its associate pastor and 
teacher and respectfully requests that the Fairfield West Association install her in this 
ministry among us, according to the faith and order of the United Church of Christ. 

 
 Association Representative Diana Beecher 
 The Fairfield West Association has reviewed the request of The First Congregational  
 Church of Greenwich United Church of Christ. We have prayerfully examined  
 Rev. Cydney Van Dyke, and we are pleased to install her as pastor and teacher among you. 
 

Servant of God, we invite you to come forward as a sign of your acceptance of the call to this 
office. 

 
 



Installation is the action of an association of the United Church of Christ in cooperation 
with a local church.  
Installation confirms and celebrates the covenantal relationship among a local church, its 
pastors and teachers, and the United Church of Christ. 
Installation is a sign that these covenantal partners are committed to share mutually in the  
mission of the United Church of Christ and of the ecumenical church. 

 
EXHORTATION 
 

Hear these words from the apostle Paul: We beg you, our brothers and sisters, to pay 
proper respect to those who work among you, who guide and instruct you in the Christian 
life. Treat them with the greatest respect and love because of the work they do. Be at peace 
among yourselves. 

 
 (addressing the pastor) 

We urge you, our sister, warn the idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with 
all. 

 
 (addressing all) 

See that no one pays back wrong for wrong, but at all times make it your aim to do good to 
one another and to all people. Be joyful always, pray at all times, be thankful in all 
circumstances. This is what God wants of you, in your life in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 
COVENANT 
 
 Association Representative (addressing the congregation) Diana Beecher 

Dear friends, The First Congregational Church of Greenwich United Church of Christ has 
declared that, having gathered under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, it has called Rev. 
Cydney Van Dyke to minister in this place as pastor and teacher and that it now receives her 
as appointed by God for this ministry. The Fairfield West Association of the United Church 
of Christ has declared that she/he has met all the necessary conditions for installation to 
this office. 

 
 (addressing the pastor) 

Seeing that you are called to ordained ministry by the grace of God and that The First 
Congregational Church of Greenwich United Church of Christ has been led to call you as 
pastor and teacher, are you willing to enter this covenant with its members who are one in 
Christ with us in the Fairfield West Association? 

 
  
 



 Rev. Cydney Van Dyke 
 I am willing, and I promise to serve this church faithfully, preaching and teaching the word 

of God, administering the sacraments, and fulfilling the pastoral office, according to the 
faith and order of the United Church of Christ.  

 
 Association Representative (addressing the congregation) Diana Beecher 
 Members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich United Church of Christ, will 

those who are able rise in body or spirit and affirm your covenant with your pastor and 
teacher? 

 
Members and Friends of the church who are able, 

please stand for the remainder of the covenant. 
 
 First Church Members And Friends 
 We, the members and friends of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

United Church of Christ, receive Rev. Cydney Van Dyke as our pastor and teacher, 
promising to labor with her in the ministry of the gospel and to give her due honor 
and support. We gather with her and with the United Church of Christ as a sign of our 
mutual ministry in Christ's name. 

 
 Association Representative (addressing association members) Diana Beecher 

Members of Fairfield West Association, will those who are able, rise and affirm your 
covenant with The First Congregational Church of Greenwich United Church of Christ and 
its pastor and teacher?  

 
Other members of the Fairfield West Association who are able,  

please stand for the remainder of the covenant. 
 
 Association Members 
 We, the members of the Fairfield West Association of the United Church of Christ, 

gather with you, the people and the pastor and teacher of The First Congregational 
Church of Greenwich United Church of Christ, as a sign of our covenant and in 
celebration of our mutual ministry in Christ’s name. 

 
PRAYER OF INSTALLATION 
 
 Association Representative Diana Beecher 

Almighty God, you have called your servants to make promises before you; now enable us 
to keep our vows that we may remain steadfast in faith and fruitful in every good work. 
Bless, we pray, your servant, Rev. Cydney Van Dyke to whom the care of your people in this 
church is now committed. Pour out your Holy Spirit on her, on the people of The First 



Congregational Church of Greenwich United Church of Christ, and on all the churches of 
the Fairfield West Association that our mutual ministry may be served with all faithfulness, 
diligence, and courage. Grant us the spirit of power and of love and of a sound mind. Make 
our ministry a means of awakening the careless, strengthening the faithful, comforting the 
afflicted, building up your church, and converting sinners to you. Guard us against the 
snares of temptation that we may be kept pure in heart, fervent in spirit, and valiant against 
evil. And at the last, by your grace, receive us in your eternal home, where, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, Christ reigns in glory, one God, for ever and ever. 

 
 People: Amen! 
 
DECLARATION 
 
 Association Representative Diana Beecher 
 In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of the Fairfield West Association of  
 the Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ, I declare you  
 duly installed as pastor and teacher of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich  
 United Church of Christ. 
 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 
CHARGE TO THE PASTOR Rev. Patrick Collins 
 
CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION Clem Lepoutre 
 
GREETINGS FROM RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY & MINISTRY PARTNERS 
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING  Rev. Dr. Michael Ciba 

 
Scan the QR code above using your smartphone camera or text "FCCOG Donate" to 73256 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Turn The World Around 

Harry Belafonte Arr. Mark Hayes 
The Chancel Choir 

 



† DOXOLOGY 
 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Gordon Assing  
 



† HYMN Called As Partners in Christ’s Service 
Tune: Beecher 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 
 
 



BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE Go Now In Peace 

 Craig Scott Symons 
 

POSTLUDE March 
Felix Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911) 

 
All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved. 

 
Following the service, Cydney invites you to an outdoor reception in the Memory Garden and 

Front Lawn for food, fellowship, and some lawn games! The reception is hosted by members of 
the Associate Pastor Search Committee and the Associate Pastor Relations Committee,  

with food provided by church member and caterer Julia Blandori. 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE 
Rev. Wanda Craner, Gesalt Pastoral Care Minister,  

Pennsylvania Southeast Conference of the United Church of Christ 
 

Diana Beecher, Chair, Committee on Ministry, Fairfield West Association of the  
Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ 

 
Rev. Dr. Michael Ciba, Southwest Area Conference Minister,  

Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ 
 

Rev. Patrick Collins, Senior Pastor, The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke, Associate Pastor, The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, Minister of Music 
The Chancel Choir, The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

Clem Lepoutre, Chair, Church Council, The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 
Betsy Kreuter 

Philip & Claire Wentworth 
Bill & Henry DeHaven 

 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE 

Jim Shattuck, Chair 
Beth Press 

Connie Kurczewski 
Gordon Assing 

Pam Speer 
Philip Wentworth 

Rev. Patrick Collins, ex officio 



 THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH 
108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870 

203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org 
 

Ministers - All members of 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 

 
Senior Pastor Reverend Patrick Collins 
Associate Pastor  Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 
Minister of Music  Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Faith Formation and Education Coordinator Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Church Administration and Finance  Steve Summerton 
Parish Nurse Susan Asselin, RN 
Administrative Assistant Wendy Spezzano 
Media, Tech and Content Coordinator Stephen Lucin 
Livestream Director Daniel Lepoutre 
Audio Technician Bob Small 
Database Administrative Assistant Sue Wilder 
Sextons Curtis Gay, Qasim Hussaini 
Sunday Sexton Hamid Hussaini 
Director of Preschool Jennifer DiCarlo 
Preschool Administrative Assistant Melanie Garnett 
Pastors Emeriti Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers  -  Reverend Sally Colegrove 

 
 

 


