NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2021
10:00 A.M.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children and calls
it good... and so do we! At First Church
we believe that the way we welcome
children in worship directly affects the
way they respond to God,
the church, and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in
worship, we’ve created the PrayGround,
located in the front of the chapel
(right side of the Meetinghouse)
where children and others can engage in
worship through movement and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space for movement and sensory materials for all ages to
worship with and through. The presence of all God’s children is a gift to the
church, which offers hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage
There are offering plates at the entrances where you may leave your envelopes.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE

GATHERING PRAYER
Gathering God, joined as one family
we come to worship you today,
mindful of the breathing
of the life that you have called into being
across countries and climates;
all creatures and all creeds.
Jesus, teacher friend,
today you call us to your table
and invite us to feed on you,
so that we might then feed others.
Let our hunger for justice
and our desire for peace
never be exhausted
until all your children are safe and fed.
Life-giving Spirit,
let the words that reach our open ears
and your movement in our souls
in this time together
bless, comfort and disturb us.
So that the work of your servants here
may be directed along the right paths
for the sake of the world,
And all the people say: Amen.

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
All Creation Speaks His Name
Sally DeFord
Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, piano
First Church Youth

† HYMN

Lord Of All Hopefulness
Tune: Slane

† Please rise in body or in spirit

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Rev. Patrick Collins

RESPONSE

Thy Word Is A Lamp Until My Feet
(Children will return to their seats)

FIRST LESSON

Acts 2:42-47
Common English Bible
Al Primo

The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the community, to
their shared meals, and to their prayers. A sense of awe came over everyone. God
performed many wonders and signs through the apostles. All the believers were
united and shared everything. They would sell pieces of property and possessions
and distribute the proceeds to everyone who needed them. Every day, they met
together in the temple and ate in their homes. They shared food with gladness and
simplicity. They praised God and demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone. The
Lord added daily to the community those who were being saved.

ANTHEM

Kumbaya
Arr. Paul Sjolund (b. 1935)
The Chancel Choir

SECOND LESSON

Luke 9:10-17
New International Version

When the apostles returned, they described for Jesus what they had done. Taking
them with him, Jesus withdrew privately to a city called Bethsaida. When the
crowds figured it out, they followed him. He welcomed them, spoke to them about
God’s kingdom, and healed those who were sick.
When the day was almost over, the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the crowd
away so that they can go to the nearby villages and countryside and find lodging
and food, because we are in a deserted place.”
He replied, “You give them something to eat.”
But they said, “We have no more than five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we
go and buy food for all these people.” (They said this because about five thousand
men were present.)
Jesus said to his disciples, “Seat them in groups of about fifty.” They did so, and
everyone was seated. He took the five loaves and the two fish, looked up to
heaven, blessed them, and broke them and gave them to the disciples to set before
the crowd. Everyone ate until they were full, and the disciples filled twelve baskets
with the leftovers.
MESSAGE

More Than A Miracle
Rev. Patrick Collins

† HYMN
(Verses 1, 3, 5)

† Please rise in body or in spirit

For Everyone Born
Tune: For Everyone Born

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
Invitation
HYMN

Prayer of Consecration
Words of Institution

Come, Let Us Bring

Receiving the Bread and Cup
In the tradition of our church, let us partake of the bread (gluten-free) and the cup
together, remembering our individual uniqueness in the eyes of God
and our diversity and unity within the Body of Christ.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison)
Gracious God, in gratitude, in deep gratitude, for this moment, this meal, these
people. We give ourselves to you. Take us out to live as changed people because
we have shared this sacrament and cannot remain the same. Ask much of us,
expect much from us, enable much by us, encourage many through us. Amen.
† HYMN

O Lord, Our God
Tune: Winchester Old

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
Alla Marcia
John Marsh (b. 1939)

POSTLUDE

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

TODAY’S EVENTS
Quarterly Meeting TODAY!
The Church Council invites you to a Quarterly Meeting immediately following the
10am service in the Memory Garden (weather permitting). Hear updates from
various Committees including:
·
·
·

Building and Grounds for updates on our facility weathering recent storms
Church School and Faith Formation regarding the new program year
Outreach with upcoming events that are planned in the near future

A light meal and child care will be available during the quarterly meeting. In
addition, we invite members to stay and join our Committees who will be
conducting their October meetings in various rooms in the Church facility. We
encourage anyone who wants to understand a bit more about a particular
Committee or meet its members. This is a perfect opportunity to learn more about
each Committee. If you have topics on your mind, this will be a great opportunity
for you to bring them to our attention.
Again, food and child care will be available so you will not have a need to rush
home.
Clem Lepoutre
Council Chair, First Church

COMMITTEE MEETING LOCATIONS
Quarterly Meeting/Meal – Memory Garden
Meetinghouse – Outreach (Chapel) & Budget (rear of Meetinghouse)
Auditorium – Welcoming
Lounge – Deacons
Daniels Center – Faith Formation & Church School Task Force
Binney Conference Room (3rd floor above main office) – Caring Ministries
Senior Pastor Office – Personnel
Associate Pastor Office – Women’s Fellowship
3rd Floor Office (by the Music Room/Choir Room) - Asset Management
Rick’s Room (near the kitchen) - Stewardship

REHEARSALS FOR CHERUB, CHILDREN, & YOUTH CHOIRS BEGIN!
After a year of virtual rehearsals, our youngest choirs will resume rehearsals inperson for the 2021-2022 choir season! All staff and participants will be masked
and distanced. The rooms where rehearsals are held have been upgraded with
increased ventilation, and UV lights in air handlers. UV lights for HVAC systems
are used to kill the DNA of germs, viruses, mold spores, bacteria and fungi as they
pass through the air handling system.
Times and locations are as follows:
Cherub Choir Kindergarten – 2nd Grade: Carol Woodman, director;
Silver Room (lower level/preschool area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Children’s Choir 3rd Grade – 6th Grade: Craig Symons, director;
Music Room (3rd floor/choir room area) 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Youth Choir 7th Grade – 12th Grade: Danny Young, director;
Choir Room (3rd floor) 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

FUTURE EVENTS
CHURCH SCHOOL NEXT SUNDAY
Today, our children are participating in the World Communion Sunday worship.
Also, we will have Child Care today for any children whose parents would like to
attend the Quarterly/Committee meetings. There are regular Church School classes
next Sunday.
We continue to need more teachers for our children, especially for our 5th and 6th
graders. Please email Cydney (CydneyV@fccog.org) or Rosemary
(RosemaryL@fccog.org) to find out how you can help teach.

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER - SUNDAY OCTOBER 17TH
As the guidance evolves, surely more questions
will arise about recommendations and eligibility
for additional COVID19 vaccines. We will be
holding an informative talk here at First Church on
Sunday, October 17 at 11:15 am
following the Worship Service.
Our speaker will be Stephanie Paulmeno,
DNP, MS, RN, NHA, CPH, CCM, CDP.
Stephanie is a Public Health Promotion Specialist
for the Town of Greenwich Department of Health.
Please join us then. And in the meantime, feel free
to call Sue Asselin with questions at 203-637-1791
ext 821 or email susana@fccog.org

TRUNK OR TREAT
Saturday, October 23
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Car decorating: 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
If you are new to a Trunk or Treat, it is
an event where volunteers decorate
the trunks of their cars and provide
individually wrapped candy for
children. Children from the
community walk by the cars and
receive candy at each decorated car.
It is a great time for children to enjoy
the evening and not feel scared about
trick or treating, and it is a great
opportunity to introduce families to
the First Church Community. There
will be food trucks.
Cost is $10 to attend; no cost to
decorate your car and pass out candy.
All proceeds will go to First Church
Outreach.
Come in costume and join the fun of this special event!

THE RUMMAGE ROOM IS OPEN!
Sales: Monday – Thursday 11-3
Donations accepted:
Wednesday & Thursday 11-3
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich
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