SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday, September 19, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children and calls it good... and so do we! At First Church
we believe that the way we welcome children in worship directly affects the way
they respond to God, the church, and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in worship, we’ve created the PrayGround,
located in the front of the chapel (right side of the Meetinghouse) where children
and others can engage in worship through movement and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space for movement and sensory materials for all ages to
worship with and through. The presence of all God’s children is a gift to the
church, which offers hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage
There are offering plates at the entrances where you may leave your envelopes.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CALL TO COMMUNITY

Rev. Patrick Collins
Come, Christians, Join To Sing
Arr. Sondra Tucker

PRELUDE

Handbell Quartet
Bob Small, Debbie Silverthorn, Colette Rogers, Pat Geismar
† CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God.
All:
For once we were lost and felt so far away; now we have been found and
welcomed home.
One:
Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever.
All:
We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope!
One:
Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love.
All:
Let us worship God together!
† HYMN

Surely, It Is God Who Saves Me
All join in singing refrain.
Choir will sing 3 verses between refrains.

† Please rise in body or in spirit

Tune: First Song

PRAYER (in unison)
God of steadfast love and mercy, how incredible you are! We have been made
new in your love and reconciled to you and to each other in peace and joy.
Remind us once again that in Jesus Christ everything has become new. For far too
often, things seem as they have always been: old habits die hard, difficult
situations linger, hardships from our past still grip us. Speak to us again of your
new creation. Open our eyes to its presence in our lives. Call us forth to claim this
newness, that we may be healed and made whole. Be with us this day as we hear
your words of comfort and hope. Guide our lives that we may serve you more
fully all of our days. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Rev. Patrick Collins

RESPONSE (Children may go to Church School at this time)
Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.
Refrain:
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me still today, Walking with me on my way,
Wanting as a friend to give Light and love to all who live. (Refrain)
FIRST LESSON

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Common English Bible
Barbara Norrgard

So then, from this point on we won’t recognize people by human standards. Even
though we used to know Christ by human standards, that isn’t how we know him
now. So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation. The old
things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!
All of these new things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ
and who gave us the ministry of reconciliation. In other words, God was
reconciling the world to himself through Christ, by not counting people’s sins
against them. He has trusted us with this message of reconciliation.

So we are ambassadors who represent Christ. God is negotiating with you through
us. We beg you as Christ’s representatives, “Be reconciled to God!” God caused
the one who didn’t know sin to be sin for our sake so that through him we could
become the righteousness of God.
Rain Down

† HYMN
All join in singing refrain.
Choir will sing 3 verses between refrains.

Tune: Rain Down

† Please rise in body or in spirit

SECOND LESSON

Luke 15: 11-32
New International Version

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between
them.
“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in
need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him
to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs
were eating, but no one gave him anything.

“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to
my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I
am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired
servants.’ So he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am
no longer worthy to be called your son.’
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him.
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it.
Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again;
he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he
heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was
going on. ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the
fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’
“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and
pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a
young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who
has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened
calf for him!’
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.
But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found.’”

MESSAGE

Welcome Home, Again
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

ANTHEM

Praise His Holy Name
Keith Hampton (b. 1957)
The Chancel Choir
Tod Hedrick, bass
Alan Johnson, drums
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, piano

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

† HYMN

Draw The Circle Wide
Tune: Draw the Circle

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Prelude In E Minor
J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS
ALL CLASSES CONTINUE TODAY!

It was great to greet families we have not seen in person for such a long time and to
meet new friends, too! Registration continues online at www.fccog.org and in
church this Sunday. As we assured one of our kids, “You don’t have to come every
Sunday just because you register!” So be sure we know who you are and how we
can keep you aware of our many activities throughout the year.

Be sure to visit our
PRAYGROUND
in the church…
where babies, toddlers and others
who need a little space and a rug
to sit on can be supervised
while they are in church.
The PrayGround is in the front of
the chapel on the right side
of the Meetinghouse.

WE NEED MORE
CHURCH SCHOOL
TEACHERS & ASSISTANTS
All grade levels have openings!
Interested or have questions?
Email Rosemary Lamie at rosemaryl@fccog.org
or call 203-637-1791 x820

Just think Temptations!

TEACHER TRAINING
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
at 7 p.m. on Zoom
We will prepare for the new
school year by reviewing the
new curriculum, changes in the
Church School program,
the annual calendar, and new initiatives.
We will also review the mandatory FCCOG Safe Conduct Information and Emergency
Policies & Procedures. New teachers will be required to sign an authorization for a
background check.
Most importantly, you will meet your teaching teams and plan for the year. We welcome
and give many thanks to the teachers who are returning to Church School for another
year AND a special recognition to the new parents joining our team for the first time.
Guiding our children and sharing our own faith is a very important part of their learning
about God’s love, Jesus’ teachings, the disciples, and the many faith stories in the Bible.
Volunteering as a teacher is a great way for your kids to see you doing community
service.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Back by popular demand, the meal-packing event for
Rise Against Hunger will be held on
Sunday, September 26th at 10 a.m. in the Meetinghouse!
We will pack 14,000 meals to go to school feeding programs
and disaster relief efforts around the world.
Since 2005, Rise Against Hunger has delivered 540,000,000 meals in 78 countries.
The meals provide nutrition in a crisis, encourage school attendance,
and help put these children and families on a path out of poverty.
Please see the Friday email or the church website to sign up to volunteer.

INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR
REV. CYDNEY VAN DYKE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 3:30 P.M.
Everyone is warmly welcome to join in celebration as
Cydney is installed as our new Associate Pastor.
Our congregation, clergy from local congregations,
regional UCC offices, along with music lead by our
Chancel Choir, will be on hand to mark this important
event in the life of First Church.

THE RUMMAGE ROOM IS OPEN!
Sales: Monday – Thursday 11-3
Donations accepted:
Wednesday & Thursday 11-3
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich
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