SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
HOMECOMING SUNDAY
Sunday, September 12, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP
God puts the wiggle in children and calls it good... and so do we! At First Church
we believe that the way we welcome children in worship directly affects the way
they respond to God, the church, and to one another.
To welcome children as they are in worship, we’ve created the PrayGround,
located in the front of the chapel (right side of the Meetinghouse) where children
and others can engage in worship through movement and prayerful play.
The PrayGround offers space for movement and sensory materials for all ages to
worship with and through.
The presence of all God’s children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for all.

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage
There are offering plates at the entrances where you may leave your envelopes.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
OUTDOOR ENTRANCE MUSIC
Paul Ghaffari - Anna Weiksner - Cara Olmsted, violins
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

Old Time Religion Medley
Arr. Mark Hayes (b. 1953)
The Chancel Choir
Tod Hedrick, bass, Peter Hohmeister, drums, Craig Symons, piano

† CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
God calls to the lost, the least, and all who long for home;
All:
God calls when we wander from the path chosen for us and waste the
gifts we have been given.
One:
God calls and welcomes us back to worship this day; let us celebrate and
rejoice in God’s presence forever.
All:
Let us worship God together!
† HYMN

We Are One In The Spirit
Tune: They’ll Know We Are Christians

† Please rise in body or in spirit

PRAYER (in unison)
God of new beginnings, today, we mark the beginning of something new. New
classes, new teaching opportunities, new voices, a new program year, and new
possibilities. We rejoice in your presence in this new year, and we praise you for
the opportunity to serve you together. Though your Spirit, help us to see the
many opportunities to create a stronger faith, a stronger church, and a stronger
community where all are welcome, and all can feel a sense of belonging. We
pray all these things through Jesus Christ, who calls us to seek the lost and the
least. Amen.
MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION
FIRST LESSON

Welcome Home
featuring Joel McKerrow
1 Timothy 1: 12-17
New Revised Standard Version
Henry Hull

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged
me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I
had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am
the foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to
those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages,
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

† HYMN

This Little Light Of Mine
Tune: This Little Light

† Please rise in body or in spirit

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

SECOND LESSON

Luke 15: 1-10
Common English Bible

All the tax collectors and sinners were gathering around Jesus to listen to him. The
Pharisees and legal experts were grumbling, saying, “This man welcomes sinners
and eats with them.”
Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose someone among you had one hundred
sheep and lost one of them. Wouldn’t he leave the other ninety-nine in the pasture
and search for the lost one until he finds it? And when he finds it, he is thrilled and
places it on his shoulders. When he arrives home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Celebrate with me because I’ve found my lost sheep.’
In the same way, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
changes both their heart and life than over ninety-nine righteous people who have
no need to change their hearts and lives.

“Or what woman, if she owns ten silver coins and loses one of them, won’t light a
lamp and sweep the house, searching her home carefully until she finds it? When
she finds it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Celebrate with me
because I’ve found my lost coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, joy breaks out in the
presence of God’s angels over one sinner who changes both their heart and life.”
MESSAGE

Welcome Home
Rev. Patrick Collins

ANTHEM

Just As I Am
Matt Maher
The Chancel Choir
Vance Briceland, piano
Tod Hedrick, bass
Peter Hohmeister, drums

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

† HYMN

I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me
Tune: I’m Gonna Live

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION AND BLESSING OF FOOD

Rev. Patrick Collins

POSTLUDE
All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

HOMECOMING 2021
Please join us TODAY
from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the
Memory Garden
and on the Front Lawn.
Burgers, Hot Dogs,
Grilled Chicken, Vegan Options
and Drinks will be provided.

CHURCH SCHOOL 2021
ALL CLASSES BEGIN TODAY!
We hope to have Church School in person this year
(fingers crossed).
Look on www.fccog.org for updates.
Register your child anytime online at www.fccog.org
or register in person on Homecoming Sunday.

CHILD CARE FOR BABIES & TODDLERS
in the Prayground in the front of the chapel (on the right side of the Meetinghouse).
All other grades will meet in designated rooms.

*******

WANTED MORE CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS

*******

All grade levels have openings! Interested or have questions?
Email Rosemary Lamie at rosemaryl@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 x820

TEACHER TRAINING
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
at 7 p.m. on Zoom
We will prepare for the new
school year by reviewing the
new curriculum, changes in the
Church School program,
the annual calendar,
and new initiatives.
We will also review the mandatory FCCOG Safe Conduct Information and
Emergency Policies & Procedures. New teachers will be required to sign an
authorization for a background check.
Most importantly, you will meet your teaching teams and plan for the year. We
welcome and give many thanks to the teachers who are returning to Church School
for another year AND a special recognition to the new parents joining our team for
the first time.
Guiding our children and sharing our own faith is a very important part of their
learning about God’s love, Jesus’ teachings, the disciples, and the many faith stories
in the Bible. Volunteering as a teacher is a great way for your kids to see you doing
community service.

MOVIE ON THE FRONT LAWN
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 -- 7 p.m.
PETER RABBIT 2
First Church will present this family-friendly
movie on the front lawn. Popcorn will be
provided. Bring your lawn chairs or blankets
and hand out under the stars with your friends and family.
Rain date is September 24.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Back by popular demand, the meal-packing event for
Rise Against Hunger will be held on
Sunday, September 26th at 10 a.m. in the Meetinghouse!
We will pack 14,000 meals to go to school feeding programs
and disaster relief efforts around the world.
Since 2005, Rise Against Hunger has delivered 540,000,000 meals in 78 countries.
The meals provide nutrition in a crisis, encourage school attendance,
and help put these children and families on a path out of poverty.
Please see the Friday email or the church website to sign up to volunteer.

INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR
REV. CYDNEY VAN DYKE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 3:30 P.M.
Everyone is warmly welcome to join in celebration as
Cydney is installed as our new Associate Pastor.
Our congregation, clergy from local congregations,
regional UCC offices, along with music lead by our
Chancel Choir, will be on hand to mark this important
event in the life of First Church.

THE RUMMAGE ROOM IS OPEN!
Sales: Monday – Thursday 11-3
Donations accepted:
Wednesday & Thursday 11-3
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich
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