
 

 
  

Fifteenth Sunday  
after Pentecost 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership,  

and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. 
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice 

to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you. 
 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 
10:00 a.m. Meetinghouse (masks required) 

YouTube - YouTube 
Facebook - First Church 

Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM 
Download the bulletin HERE 

 

 
Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256 

or click HERE to access the online giving webpage 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there. 
 

As a matter of courtesy, any cell phones or  
electronic devices should be silenced during worship.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA
https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT/
https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT/
http://www.wgch.com/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=1071&f=20


 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO COMMUNITY Rev. Cydney Van Dyke 
 
PRELUDE Deo Gratias 

Philip Moore (b.1943) 
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ 

 
† CALL TO WORSHIP  
One:  We are called to be people of faith in the midst of the world, 
All:  and so we mix our worship and our work, our faith and our life. 
One:  We gather here as people who live in the world and yet, 
All:  we gather as people who have been called to see the world from a different 

viewpoint. 
One:  God has called us together, God has called us to be part of a community. 
All:  God challenges us to consider questions of priority as we engage with the world. 
One:  In this time together, 
All:  may God open our hearts, minds and eyes, 
One:  allowing us to see deeper, helping us to live in the world while still offering a challenge to 

the ways of the world. 
All:  We pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 



 
† HYMN O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing 

Tune: Azmon 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 



 
PRAYER (in unison)  
Gracious God, we give thanks for work, 
and for the many works you have given us to do. 
Hear our prayers on this day of rest, 
and strengthen us for the week ahead. 
We pray that you would be present with those who work by day, 
and those who work by night; 
those who work near, 
and those whose work carries them far away; 
and we pray for those who in this uncertain time have no job. 
We pray all of this knowing that your labors on our behalf never cease, 
and that your yoke is easy, and your burden is light. Amen. 
 
A STORY FOR ALL AGES Thanks to Frances Perkins: Fighter for Workers' Rights 

Deborah Hopkinson 
 

FIRST LESSON Psalm 8 
New International Version 

Lynn Robertson 
Lord, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory in the heavens. 
Through the praise of children and infants 
    you have established a stronghold against your enemies, 
    to silence the foe and the avenger. 
When I consider your heavens, 
    the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 
    which you have set in place, 
what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
    human beings that you care for them? 

You have made them a little lower than the angels 
    and crowned them with glory and honor. 
You made them rulers over the works of your hands; 
    you put everything under their feet: 
all flocks and herds, 
    and the animals of the wild, 
the birds in the sky, 
    and the fish in the sea, 
    all that swim the paths of the seas. 

Lord, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 



 
ANTHEM 

Sing Praise To God On High 
G. Pitoni (1657-1743) 

The Summer Choir 
 

Sing praise to God on high, sing praises! 
Give thanks to the Lord, sing praise for He is your redeemer. 

O praise Him in His sanctuary, 
And come before Him with praise and thanksgiving. 

 
Sing praise to the Lord, 

give thanks for his excellent greatness! 
O praise Him, for His love endures for ever. 

Bow before Him, honor and adore Him. 
 

For it is good to give thanks to Him! 
Rejoice and be glad in Him, 

for He is our God, and we are His people, 
the sheep of his pasture. 

Sing praises with thanksgiving for our God is good. 
 

SECOND LESSON Ecclesiastes 3: 1-13 
Common English Bible 

There’s a season for everything 
    and a time for every matter under the heavens: 
    a time for giving birth and a time for dying, 
    a time for planting and a time for uprooting what was planted, 
    a time for killing and a time for healing, 
    a time for tearing down and a time for building up, 
    a time for crying and a time for laughing, 
    a time for mourning and a time for dancing, 
    a time for throwing stones and a time for gathering stones, 
    a time for embracing and a time for avoiding embraces, 
    a time for searching and a time for losing, 
    a time for keeping and a time for throwing away, 
    a time for tearing and a time for repairing, 
    a time for keeping silent and a time for speaking, 
    a time for loving and a time for hating, 
    a time for war and a time for peace. 
 
What do workers gain from all their hard work? I have observed the task that God has given 
human beings. God has made everything fitting in its time, but has also placed eternity in their 
hearts, without enabling them to discover what God has done from beginning to end. 
I know that there’s nothing better for them but to enjoy themselves and do what’s good while 
they live. Moreover, this is the gift of God: that all people should eat, drink, and enjoy the 
results of their hard work. 



 
MESSAGE A Time To Cease 

Rev. Patrick Collins 
 
MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION  Sunshine 
 Matisyahu 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
Invitation 
Prayer of Consecration 
Words of Institution 
 
Receiving the Bread and Cup 

In the tradition of our church, 
 let us partake of the bread (gluten-free) and the cup together,  

remembering our individual uniqueness in the eyes of God  
and our diversity and unity within the Body of Christ. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
Gracious God, in gratitude, in deep gratitude, for this moment, this meal, these 
people. We give ourselves to you. Take us out to live as changed people because we 
have shared this sacrament and cannot remain the same. Ask much of us, expect much 
from us, enable much by us, encourage many through us. Amen. 
 
 



 
† HYMN Light Dawns On A Weary World 

Tune: Temple of Peace 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 
 



 
BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE Sortie 

Richard Knight 
 

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved. 
 

THE RUMMAGE ROOM 
 

57th GRAND REOPENING! 
 

This Tuesday, September 7, will be the  
Grand Reopening of the Rummage Room. 

Stop by at 10 a.m. for the best deals in town in 
the newly re-stocked store! 

 
 
 

 
HOMECOMING 2021 

Please join us on  
Sunday, September 12th  

from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(rain date:  

Sunday, September 19th) 
 

This year's Homecoming picnic 
will be held entirely outdoors 

in the Memory Garden  
and on the Front Lawn. 

 
Burgers, Hot Dogs,  

Grilled Chicken, Vegan Options 
and Drinks will be provided. 

 
PLEASE BRING A DESSERT IF YOUR LAST NAME IS A-J 

OR A SALAD IF YOUR LAST NAME IS K-Z 
 

Games and activities will be on the lawn. 
For the safety of all, volunteers will wear masks. 

 



 

9/11 MEMORIAL & TREE DEDICATION 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2021 

	

Pastor Patrick will host an outdoor 9/11  
Prayer Service Memorial on the front lawn on 
Saturday, September 11, 2021 
at 10 a.m. 
 
The 30-minute service will include prayer, music, a 
moment of silence and words from Patrick.  
 
A special dedication of a flowering tree generously 
donated by Gro Pro Landscaping will also be made 
in memory of Greenwich residents who lost their 
lives on that fateful day. 
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CHURCH SCHOOL 2021  

ALL CLASSES BEGIN ON  
HOMECOMING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12  

 
We hope to have Church School in person this year (fingers 

crossed). Look on www.fccog.org for updates. 
 

Register your child anytime online at www.fccog.org  
or register in person on Homecoming Sunday. 

 
CHILD CARE FOR BABIES & TODDLERS in the Prayground in the front of the chapel. 

All other grades will meet in designated rooms. 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~WANTED MORE CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS~~~~~~~~~ 
All grade levels have openings! Interested or have questions? 

 Email Rosemary Lamie at rosemaryl@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 x820  
 

http://www.fccog.org/
http://www.fccog.org/
mailto:rosemaryl@fccog.org


 
TEACHER TRAINING  
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20  
at 7 p.m. on Zoom  
 
We will prepare for the new school year by 
reviewing the new curriculum, changes in 
the Church School program, the annual 
calendar, and new initiatives. We will also 
review the mandatory FCCOG Safe 
Conduct Information and Emergency 
Policies & Procedures. New teachers will be 

required to sign an authorization for a background check.  
 
Most importantly, you will meet your teaching teams and plan for the year. We welcome and 
give many thanks to the teachers who are returning to Church School for another year AND a 
special recognition to the new parents joining our team for the first time. Guiding our children 
and sharing our own faith is a very important part of their learning about God’s love,  
Jesus’ teachings, the disciples, and the many faith stories in the Bible. Volunteering as a teacher 
is a great way for your kids to see you doing community service. 
 
 
 
 
MOVIE ON THE FRONT LAWN 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2021 
 
On Friday, September 17th (Rain date: 9/24), First Church will 
present a family-friendly movie on the front lawn. Popcorn and 
food will be available. 
 

 
RISE AGAINST HUNGER 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 
 

Back by popular demand, the meal-packing event for  
Rise Against Hunger will be held on  

Sunday, September 26th at 10am in the Meetinghouse!  
We will pack 14,000 meals to go to school feeding programs  

and disaster relief efforts around the world.  
  

Since 2005, Rise Against Hunger has delivered 540,000,000 meals in 78 countries.  
The meals provide nutrition in a crisis, encourage school attendance,  

and help put these children and families on a path out of poverty. 



 
THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH 

108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870 
203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org 

 
Ministers - All Members Of 

The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich 
 
Senior Pastor Reverend Patrick Collins 
Associate Pastor  Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 
Minister of Music  Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Faith Formation and Education Coordinator Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Church Administration and Finance  Steve Summerton 
Parish Nurse Susan Asselin, RN 
Administrative Assistant Wendy Spezzano 
Media, Tech and Content Coordinator Stephen Lucin 
Livestream Director Daniel Lepoutre 
Database Administrative Assistant Sue Wilder 
Director of Preschool Jennifer DiCarlo 
Preschool Administrative Assistant Melanie Garnett 
Pastors Emeriti Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers  -  Reverend Sally Colegrove 

 
 
 
 

 


