
 

 
  

Fourteenth Sunday  
after Pentecost 
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership,  

and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. 
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice 

to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you. 
 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 
8:00 am Memory Garden (final outdoor service this week) 

10:00 am Meetinghouse 
YouTube - YouTube 

Facebook - First Church 
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM 

Download the bulletin HERE 
 

 
Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256 

or click HERE to access the online giving webpage 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there. 
 

As a matter of courtesy, any cell phones or  
electronic devices should be silenced during worship.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA
https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT/
https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT/
http://www.wgch.com/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=1071&f=20


 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO COMMUNITY Rev. Cydney Van Dyke 
 
PRELUDE Morning Meditation 

Jason Krug (b.1978) 
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ 

 
† CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: Every generous act of giving is a tribute to God’s love for us.  
All: Our hearts overflow with love for you, O God! 
One: Lord, you have blessed us with gladness beyond compare! 
All: Let us be people of generous and abundant gifts for others.  
One: May we be ready to listen,  
All: And slow to react in anger. 
One: Lord, prepare us to be peaceful people. 
All: Keep our hearts and spirits ready to serve you, God. 
One: Open our hearts to hear your words of life,  
All: And respond with ministries of hope and joy and peace. 

Based on James 1:17-27 and Psalm 45 



 
† HYMN Praise Ye The Lord 

Tune: Lobe Den Herren 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 



 
PRAYER (in unison)  
Creating God, you are the source of summer’s splendor — the beauty and fragrance of 
delicate flowers, and sweet sound of birdsong. We come to you this morning with 
delight and gladness, grateful for all of your wonders. As the fields produce their 
harvest, may your love grow within us, that we too may produce a harvest of love, 
hope, and joy. Amen. 
 
A STORY FOR ALL AGES When I Pray For You (excerpt) 

Matthew Paul Turner 
 
FIRST LESSON James 1: 17-27 

New International Version 
Lynn Robertson 

 
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, 
who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, 
that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created. 
  
My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 
and slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God 
desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept 
the word planted in you, which can save you. 
  
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who 
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 
and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever 
looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what 
they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. 
  
Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues 
deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. Religion that God our Father accepts as pure 
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from 
being polluted by the world. 
 



 
ANTHEM Love Of The Father 

Richard Shephard (1949-2021) 
The Summer Choir 

 
Love of the Father, Love of God the Son, from whom all came, in whom was all begun; 

who formest heavenly beauty out of strife, creation's whole desire and breath of life: 
 

Hope of all comfort, splendour of all aid, that dost not fail nor leave the heart afraid: 
to all that cry thou dost all help accord, the angels' armour, and the saints' reward. 

 
Purest and highest, wisest and most just, there is no truth save only in thy trust; 

thou dost the mind from earthly dreams recall, and bring, through Christ, to him for whom are all. 
Robert Bridges 

 
SECOND LESSON Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

The Voice 
 
Then the Pharisees returned to talk with Jesus, and with them came some of the scribes and 
scholars from Jerusalem. 
  
Scribes and Scholars (seeing the disciples eating): Your disciples are eating bread with defiled, 
unwashed hands. 
  
Now you need to know that the Pharisees, and all Jews for that matter, held the tradition of their 
ancestors that hands must be washed before eating to avoid being ritually unclean. Likewise, 
they washed when they returned from the market and followed similar purity teachings as well, 
from the washing of their food to the washing of their bowls, cups, and kettles. 
  
Scribes and Pharisees: Why don’t Your disciples follow the traditions passed down to us? 
Why do they eat their bread with defiled hands? 
  
Jesus: Isaiah prophesied wisely about your religious pretensions when he wrote, 
  
    “These people honor Me with words off their lips; 
        meanwhile their hearts are far from Me. 
    Their worship is empty, void of true devotion. 
        They teach a human commandment, memorized and practiced by rote.” 
  
When you cling blindly to your own traditions [such as washing utensils and cups], you 
completely miss God’s command. 
  
(To the crowd that had gathered) Listen, all of you, to this teaching. I want you to understand. 
There is nothing outside someone that can corrupt him. Only the things that come out of a 
person can corrupt him. 
  



 
 It’s what grows out of the hearts of people that leads to corruption: evil thoughts, immoral sex, 
theft, murder, adultery, greed, wicked acts, treachery, sensuality, jealousy, slander, pride, and 
foolishness.  All of these come from within, and these are the sins that truly corrupt a person. 
 
MESSAGE Doers Of The Word 

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke 
 
MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION  Indescribable 
 (cover by All Peoples Church Worship)
 Chris Tomlin 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 



 
† HYMN Every Time I Feel The Spirit 

Tune: Pentecost 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 
 



 
BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE Grand Choeur 

Theodore Dubois (1837-1924) 
 

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved. 
 
 

8 AM MEMORY GARDEN SERVICE 
Next Sunday, September 5, we will have our final outdoor service in the Memory 
Garden and not at Greenwich Point. Labor Day weekend is one of the 3 blackout dates 
given to us from the town. Bring your lawn chair and join us for a time of outdoor community in 
worship. 
 

THE RUMMAGE ROOM 
 

REMINDER  
The Rummage Room is closed for August  

to clean and re-paint and re-stock. 
 

We will reopen on  
Tuesday September 7th. 

 
There will be no donations accepted  

 
 

 
NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR 

FOOD COLLECTION BASKET 
 

Did you know that there is a basket in the  
Meetinghouse entryway where you can  

drop off food for Neighbor to Neighbor?  
 

Folks from the Outreach Committee regularly  
take whatever is collected over to N2N  

to help those in need from the local area. 
 

Tuna, chili, beans, canned fruit, rice, jelly,  
and other non-perishable items are  
needed to help stock their pantry. 
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Ministers - All Members Of 
The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich 

 
Senior Pastor Reverend Patrick Collins 
Associate Pastor  Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 
Minister of Music  Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Faith Formation and Education Coordinator Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Church Administration and Finance  Steve Summerton 
Parish Nurse Susan Asselin, RN 
Administrative Assistant Wendy Spezzano 
Media, Tech and Content Coordinator Stephen Lucin 
Livestream Director Daniel Lepoutre 
Database Administrative Assistant Sue Wilder 
Director of Preschool Jennifer DiCarlo 
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