
 

 
  

 
Thirteenth Sunday  

after Pentecost 
Sunday, August 22, 2021 

10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership,  

and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. 
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice 

to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you. 
Please join us in the Memory Garden (weather permitting) after worship for Community Hour. 

 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 
8:00 am Greenwich Point (through August 29) 

10:00 am Meetinghouse 
YouTube - YouTube 

Facebook - First Church 
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM 

Download the bulletin HERE 
 

 
Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256 

or click HERE to access the online giving webpage 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there. 
 

As a matter of courtesy, any cell phones or  
electronic devices should be silenced during worship.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA
https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT/
https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT/
http://www.wgch.com/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=1071&f=20


 

 
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO COMMUNITY Lynn Hawxhurst 
 
PRELUDE Adagio 

Franz Neruda (1843-1912) 
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ 

 
† CALL TO WORSHIP  
One:  With voices and instruments, with hearts and with hands,  
All:  We play music for our God. 
One:  At all times, with each person; in ever place, through every moment,  
All:  we give thanks in the name of Jesus. 
One:  Turning away from evil, doing good at every chance; seeking peace,  
 and sharing hope everywhere, 
All:  we will walk in the Spirit’s way.



 
† HYMN Praise Ye The Lord 

Tune: Lobe Den Herren 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 



 
PRAYER (in unison)  
Holy One of mystery and power, 
there is no God like you 
in heaven above or on earth below, 
keeping covenant and steadfast love 
with all who walk before you 
with pure and upright hearts. 
Fill our lives with your glory, 
as you filled the temple with cloud 
when Solomon first brought the ark 
into your holy dwelling place. 
Give us the strength and the power 
to withstand the forces of evil 
at work in our lives and in our world. Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON Psalm 34:15-22 

Common English Bible 
Pat Larrabee 

 
The Lord’s eyes watch the righteous, 
    his ears listen to their cries for help. 
But the Lord’s face is set against those who do evil, 
    to eliminate even the memory of them from the earth. 
When the righteous cry out, the Lord listens; 
    he delivers them from all their troubles. 
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; 
    he saves those whose spirits are crushed. 
The righteous have many problems, 
    but the Lord delivers them from every one. 
He protects all their bones; 
    not even one will be broken. 
But just one problem will kill the wicked, 
    and those who hate the righteous will be held responsible. 
The Lord saves his servants’ lives; 
    all those who take refuge in him 
    won’t be held responsible for anything. 
 
ANTHEM Love Of The Father 

Richard Shephard (1949-2021) 
The Summer Choir 

 
Love of the Father, Love of God the Son, from whom all came, in whom was all begun; 

who formest heavenly beauty out of strife, creation's whole desire and breath of life: 
 
 



 
Hope of all comfort, splendour of all aid, that dost not fail nor leave the heart afraid: 
to all that cry thou dost all help accord, the angels' armour, and the saints' reward. 

 
Purest and highest, wisest and most just, there is no truth save only in thy trust; 

thou dost the mind from earthly dreams recall,and bring, through Christ, to him for whom are all. 
Robert Bridges 

 
SECOND LESSON Ephesians 6: 10-20 

Common English Bible 
 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that 
you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of 
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you 
have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your 
waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness 
that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with 
which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, 
be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Pray also for me, that whenever I 
speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. 
 
MESSAGE Perseverance, Preservation, and Distraction 

Rev. Eric Biehl 
 
MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION Alleluia 

Elaine Hagenberg 
 

All shall be Amen and Alleluia. We shall rest and we shall see. 
We shall see and we shall know. We shall know and we shall love. 

Behold our end which is no end. 
St. Augustine (354-430) 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 



 
† HYMN Every Time I Feel The Spirit 

Tune: Pentecost 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 
 



 
BENEDICTION 
One:  May the love of Jesus Christ bring us wholeness, 
All:  the grace of God the Father grant us peace, 
One:  the breath of Holy Spirit instill passion 
All:  and the unity between them give us strength for this and every day. Amen 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE Grand Choeur 

Theodore Dubois (1837-1924) 
 

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 
 

8 AM BEACH SERVICES AT GREENWICH POINT 
 
Join us each Sunday at Greenwich Point  
near the Innis Arden Cottage for a 
beautiful time of worship and meditation.  
All you need is your own beach chair. 
 
September 5, Labor Day weekend, we 
will have our final outdoor service in 
the Memory Garden. That’s one of the 
3 blackout dates we were given from the 
town. 
 
You do not need to be a Greenwich 
resident to attend. Simply tell the 
attendant at the gatehouse you’re here for First Church beach service. We hope to see you there! 

THE RUMMAGE ROOM 
 

REMINDER  
The Rummage Room is closed for August  

to clean and re-paint and re-stock. 
 

We will reopen on  
Tuesday September 7th. 

 
There will be no donations accepted  

 



 
 
 

 
NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR 

FOOD COLLECTION BASKET 
 

 
Did you know that there is a basket in the  

Meetinghouse entryway where you can  
drop off food for Neighbor to Neighbor?  

 
Folks from the Outreach Committee regularly  

take whatever is collected over to N2N  
to help those in need from the local area. 

 
Tuna, chili, beans, canned fruit, rice, jelly,  

and other non-perishable items are  
needed to help stock their pantry. 

 
 

 
 



 
THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH 

108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870 
203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org 

 
Ministers - All Members Of 

The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich 
 
Senior Pastor Reverend Patrick Collins 
Associate Pastor  Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 
Minister of Music  Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Faith Formation and Education Coordinator Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Church Administration and Finance  Steve Summerton 
Parish Nurse Susan Asselin, RN 
Administrative Assistant Wendy Spezzano 
Media, Tech and Content Coordinator Stephen Lucin 
Livestream Director Daniel Lepoutre 
Database Administrative Assistant Sue Wilder 
Director of Preschool Jennifer DiCarlo 
Preschool Administrative Assistant Melanie Garnett 
Pastors Emeriti Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers  -  Reverend Sally Colegrove 

 
 
 
 

 


