
2021

Meetinghouse News Quarterly

April |  May | June



“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.”  
1 Corinthians 12:12

We are unique individuals created in the image and likeness of God, and in our 
Western culture we place a great deal of emphasis on our rugged individualism. 
Our individual liberties, rights and freedoms are often the focus of much debate 
and discussion. This individualistic culture and mindset influenced many wonder-
fully gifted thinkers and figures throughout history, which brought us significant 
innovative progress.

What we miss when we focus so much of our energy and attention on our sense 
of rugged individualism is a sense of the whole, which is an ancient concept that 
spanned cultures across the globe. The concept of Ubuntu, I am because we are, 
and the phrase Mitakuye Oyasin, we are all related, are two of the more prominent 
examples of this sense of connectedness and shared humanity amongst indigenous 
groups.  
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The Meetinghouse News is a quarterly publication of the 
First Congregational Church of Greenwich. The first edi-
tion was publishd in January, 2021. 

Each quarter, the magazine serves to highlight the many 
events and sacred celebrations in the life of the church. 

To find up-to-date information on upcoming events and 
activities, make sure to subscribe to the Friday email, and 
check the calendar on the church website.

A Note from the Senior Pastor
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Reverend Patrick Collins

In our faith tradition, Paul said it best in his letter to Corinthians, we are one body in the spirit of Christ. 

In the early stages of this global pandemic, everyone near and far shared similar experiences, fears, doubts and hopes. It was 
an eye-opening revelation to see that, on a global scale, we truly were connected. Recently though, it seems we have lost that 
sense of connection and shared purpose. We are divided on so many issues. And, in the name of individualism and liberty, we 
have lost sight of the simple fact that if one part of our unified body is hurting then the whole body suffers. It is my hope and 
prayer for our community and our world that we find ways to rediscover this sense of unity and purpose so that we may finally 
come together and do the work of healing together.

Grace & Peace,

Patrick 

http://www.fccog.org/
http://www.fccog.org/staff/contact-our-staff/
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Annual Meeting
The 350th Annual Meeting took place in the Meetinghouse on June 27, 2021. Members 
also participated simultaneously via Zoom to accommodate those who were not quite 
ready to join in person. 

Voting matters included adoption of the FY2021-2022 Budget and the election of officers 
and committees. The new officers are:

2021-2022 Church Council 

Clem Lepoutre, Chair
Meg Dempsey, Vice Chair 

Pat Larrabee, Clerk
Clem Lepoutre, Treasurer

Jim Gartner, Assistant Treasurer
Rev. Patrick Collins, Senior Pastor
Gary Riddell, Asset Management

Anders Ekernas, Budget
Tom White, Buildings & Grounds
Sheila Bennett, Caring Ministries

Andrea Woodman Osker, Diaconate
Peg Wentworth, Faith Formation & Education

Lauren Ghaffari, Outreach
Pam Speer, Personnel

Kristen Jacks, Stewardship
Meg Dempsey, Welcoming

Highlights from the 350th

The Annual Report contains reports from the clergy, staff and committee 
chairs and gives a snapshot of how First Church operated and flourished 
during the pandemic year. A digital copy of the report is available on the 
church website. If you would like a printed copy of the Annual Report, 
please email our Administrative Assistant, Wendy Spezzano, at 
WendyS@fccog.org or call her at 203-637-1791, Ext. 814. 

By Pat Mendelsohn

In 2003 our congregation adopted our Open and Affirming (ONA) covenant, designating our church one of 
radical welcome and hospitality to all people, especially those who have too often been marginalized within 
society. We honored that covenant during our worship service on Open and Affirming Sunday, June 27, 2021, 
and recommitted ourselves to the work of being both welcoming and also affirming of every person as a be-
loved child of God. 

Worship included the voices and work of LGBTQIA+ people through music, prayer and a video from the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Open and Affirming Coalition for the UCC, Andy Lang, detailing the important role 
ONA churches have played in the life of the UCC and its members. As we seek to be ever more Christ-like to 
one another, we strive to treat each and every person with the love Jesus shows us. 

May we continue to live into this covenant with renewed promise.

OPEN and AFFIRMING 
SUNDAY
By Pastor Cydney Van Dyke

Our church’s mission is to proclaim the gospel to all people and to work for the promotion of justice, the reign of peace, 
and human understanding in all our relationships. We strive through our example to overcome exclusionary practices, 
discrimination and violence in our society based upon considerations, including but not limited to race, ancestry, age, 
physical or mental limitations, gender, sexual orientation, social or economic class, and religious background. We commit 
ourselves to work towards ending hatred, prejudice and discrimination, thereby providing a safe physical, emotional and 
spiritual haven. As Jesus accepted and included all people, so do we as individuals and as a congregation welcome all 
who wish to enter our community of faith and invite their participation in the full life of the church. Without exception, we 
accept each person who joins our community of faith, as an individual and our equal within God’s family. 

Therefore, The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming; open to all for participa-
tion, membership, leadership and employment, and affirming all who wish to join us as children of God. We continue to 
give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

Adopted by the Congregation in a Special Meeting on March 9, 2003 

First Congregational Church of Greenwich’s Open & Affirming Covenant:

Photo by Rev. Patrick Collins

mailto:WendyS%40fccog.org?subject=
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First Church has been pleased to offer a new and exciting opportunity for us to gather 
and reconnect in a fun, relaxing and safe environment. Every Friday night in May, 
June and July we gathered on the Front Lawn for a night of activities designed to 
engage, enlighten and brighten your week. From picnics to concerts, we were able to 
join together for this fun and relaxed community event.

Friday Fun 

By Request!  Concert
During the June 11, 2021 Friday Fun on 
the Front Lawn event, the postponed “By 
Request” concert from March, 2020 was 
held and featured music sung by Linnea 
Conley, Hanna Golodinskii, Carolyn Paulus, 
Carol Woodman,  Thomas Woodman and 
Daniel Young that was accompanied by 
Craig Symons. 

Songs from “The Sound of Music,” “Les 
Misérables,” “Carousel” and other shows 
were enjoyed by around 50 members of 
the church and local community as they 
snacked on food from their personal picnic 
baskets.

Concert Series:

on the Front Lawn
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Background Photo by Stephen Lucin

By Request! Concert Photos by Betsy Kreuter

Barefoot Summerstock - July 9th
This 2021 Cabaret included participants of varying 
ages from FCCOG’s Godspell cast, the Youth Choir 
and Barefoot Summerstock, which is a group that has 
been performing annually for the past 20 years. 

Tod Hedrick and Friends - July 16th
Tod Hedrick reunited with longtime drummer colleague Max Goldman and Westchester-based saxophonist 
Andrew Beals, along with Connecticut-based guitarist Chris Morrison for this jazz concert. Tod showcased 
some original compositions and songs by living jazz composers and interpretations of American standards.

Photos by Craig Symons.
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In Church School during April and May, children and their families learned all about the Bible 
and then challenged Pastors Patrick and Cydney to a Bible Trivia game. 

Test your Bible knowledge. Can you answer the following questions?

CELEBRATION SUNDAY

1. Which original disciple did Paul replace? 
 a. Simon b. Matthew c. Saul or d. Judas
 
2. What is the last word in the Bible/in Revelations?  

3. How many books of prophets are there in the Bible? 

4. What are the three original languages of the Bible?

ANSWER KEY

ANSWER 1: d. Judas
ANSWER 2: Depending on your version of the Bible, it can be   
  any of the following: Amen, Everyone or All
ANSWER 3:  17
ANSWER 4: Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek

Photos by Diane Shaib

A true celebration of our children and their families! 
The Meetinghouse was filled with music, joy and recog-
nition during the Celebration Sunday worship service 
on June 6, 2021. We celebrated the third graders who 
received their personalized Bibles, the children who 
participated in Communion for the first time and our 
graduating Seniors who helped the Church School and 
sang in the Youth Choir during their high school years.

There were many more memorable moments during the worship service and afterward in the 
Memory Garden. Please access the June 6 YouTube video to watch the full service.

By Rosemary Lamie

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9eKqBJktVc
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The Rummage Room has been a busy little shop for the last year, and we’ve seen our clientele grow.  
We have constant shoppers, with some who come daily to visit us. We are also seeing a lot of younger 
people shopping with us, causing our clothing to move out the door faster than ever before! 

Our new hours are working very well with the volunteers and the customers, and we’re hoping to 
adjust opening hours in September depending on the number of volunteers we have.

An update from
The Rummage Room

Reminder:  The Rummage Room will be closed from August 6th until September 6th. 
During this time we will be cleaning and re-painting the store, as well as re-stocking our 
shelves for opening day,  Tuesday, September 7th.

Donations Needed:
Women’s clothing and shoes (all seasons)  

Men’s clothing and shoes (all seasons) 
Women’s handbags and jewelry

Our Shop Hours
Monday - Thursday  11am - 3pm

Donation Hours
Wednesday and Thursday  11am -3pm

By Leanne Meyer

Pentecost Sunday is the day we celebrate the birthday of Church in the story of the Holy Spirit inspir-
ing the disciples to go out and spread the Good News of God’s love and redemptive healing power 
to all four corners of the earth. In the spirit of this inspiring story, it is our tradition at First Church to 
celebrate the day with the confirmation of our most recent class of confirmands. 

This year was unique because we combined last year’s class with this one due to the many changes 
that were thrown our way last spring.  So, we had a few confirmands who stuck with the confirmation 
program for two full years. As is our tradition, the confirmands wrote statements of faith and partici-
pated in the remembrance of their baptism, and the laying on of hands during the worship service. 
It was a wonderful and beautiful Sunday, and we are grateful to everyone who was able to participate 
this year. 

PENTECOST SUNDAY



First Congregational Church of Greenwich
108 Sound Beach Avenue
Old Greenwich, CT 06870

203.637.1791
www.fccog.org
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https://www.fccog.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT
https://www.instagram.com/fccog/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA

