Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Christmas In July
Sunday, July 25, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership,
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.
Please join us in the Memory Garden (weather permitting) after worship for Community Hour.

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:00 am Greenwich Point (through August 29)
10:00 am Meetinghouse
YouTube - YouTube
Facebook - First Church
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM
Download the bulletin HERE

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage

Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there.
As a matter of courtesy, any cell phones or
electronic devices should be silenced during worship.
A reminder:
THERE IS ONLY A BEACH SERVICE ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 AT 8 A.M.
A wedding in being held in the Meetinghouse at 10 a.m.
Please pass the word!
Toward the end of the service, we will collect our traditional “white gifts,” which are
new gifts for children of all ages wrapped in white paper (or just regular paper insideout).
These gifts will go to Covenant to Care for Children, and they will be used throughout
the year for children in need. If you weren’t able to bring you gifts this morning, you
can still bring them to the church office before Friday, July 30.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
WELCOME
CALL TO COMMUNITY
ANTHEM

Rev. Patrick Collins
And The Glory Of The Lord (Messiah)
G. F. Handel (1685-1759)
The Summer Choir
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together:
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.
Isaiah 40:5

† CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Sing to the Lord a new song;
All: sing to the Lord, all the earth.
One: Sing to the Lord, praise his name;
All: proclaim his salvation day after day.
One: Declare his glory among the nations,
All: his marvelous deeds among all peoples.
One: For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;
All: Let all creation rejoice before the Lord!
Based on Psalm 96

† Please rise in body or in spirit

† HYMN

† Please rise in body or in spirit

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Tune: In Dulci Jubilo

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
O wondrous God of the stars, we come to this place with breathless wonder. The magic
of Christmas is the magic of promises fulfilled: the magic of light bursting on
darkness, the magic of a baby’s cry and a mother’s tender love, the magic of angels
singing glorias to shepherds, the magic of God coming to earth to dwell among us, the
magic of a babe who will change our lives. We hear the names “Wonderful Counselor,”
“Mighty God,” “Prince of Peace,” and we are in awe. You have touched the earth with
your unconditional love. Touch us again now— touch our hearts and minds and souls.
May we never tire of this story. May we never take it for granted. Make us feel its
magic again, and make us to help others feel it, too. We pray this in the name of Jesus,
our magical and miraculous light in the darkness. Amen.
ANTHEM

Away In A Manger
Arr. Jason Krug
Handbell Quartet
Colette Rogers, Debra Silverthorn, Bob Small, Car Westbrook

STORY FOR ALL AGES

Little Mole Finds Hope
Glenys Nellist

† HYMN

† Please rise in body or in spirit

What Child Is This?
Tune: Greensleeves

FIRST LESSON

The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness
a light has dawned.
You have enlarged the nation
and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you
as people rejoice at the harvest,
as warriors rejoice
when dividing the plunder.
For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
you have shattered
the yoke that burdens them,
the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor.
Every warrior’s boot used in battle
and every garment rolled in blood
will be destined for burning,
will be fuel for the fire.
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the Lord Almighty
will accomplish this.

Isaiah 9:2-7
New International Version
Car Westbrook

Huron Indian Carol
arr. Robert Lehman

ANTHEM

'Twas in the moon of winter-time when all the birds had fled,
That mighty Gitchi Manitou sent angel choirs instead;
Before their light the stars grew dim, and wandering hunters heard the hymn:
"Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria."
Within a lodge of broken bark the tender Babe was found,
A ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapp'd His beauty round;
But as the hunter braves drew nigh, the angel song rang loud and high:
"Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria."
The earliest moon of wintertime is not so round and fair
As was the ring of glory on the helpless infant there.
The chiefs from far before him knelt with gifts of fox and beaver pelt:
"Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria"
O children of the forest free, O sons of Manitou,
The Holy Child of earth and heaven is born today for you.
Come kneel before the radiant Boy who brings you beauty, peace and joy:
"Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria.”
Attr. Jean de Brébeuf, 1642

SECOND LESSON

John 1: 1-14
Common English Bible

In the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God
and the Word was God.
The Word was with God in the beginning.
Everything came into being through the Word,
and without the Word
nothing came into being.
What came into being
through the Word was life,
and the life was the light for all people.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light.
A man named John was sent from God. He came as a witness to testify concerning the light, so
that through him everyone would believe in the light. He himself wasn’t the light, but his
mission was to testify concerning the light.

The true light that shines on all people
was coming into the world.
The light was in the world,
and the world came into being through the light,
but the world didn’t recognize the light.
The light came to his own people,
and his own people didn’t welcome him.
But those who did welcome him,
those who believed in his name,
he authorized to become God’s children,
born not from blood
nor from human desire or passion,
but born from God.
The Word became flesh
and made his home among us.
We have seen his glory,
glory like that of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth.
MESSAGE

The Spark
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

† HYMN

† Please rise in body or in spirit

Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming
Tune: Es Ist Ein Ros

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

† HYMN

Joy To The World
Tune: Antioch
We invite you to bring your "white gifts" for Covenant to Care
forward to the chancel as we sing our hymn of response.

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Fughetta on “Masters In This Hall”
Richard Shephard (1949 – 2021)

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

8 AM BEACH SERVICES AT GREENWICH POINT
Join us each Sunday at Greenwich Point
near the Innis Arden Cottage for a beautiful
time of worship and meditation.
All you need is your own beach chair.
September 5, Labor Day weekend, will we
have our final outdoor service in the
Memory Garden. That’s one of the 3
blackout dates we were given from the town.
You do not need to be a Greenwich resident to
attend. Simply tell the attendant at the
gatehouse you’re here for First Church beach
service. We hope to see you there!

Friday Fun on the Front Lawn
FINAL Friday July 30 6:30-8:00 pm

First Church is pleased to offer a new and exciting opportunity
for us to gather and reconnect in a fun, relaxing, and safe environment.
We will have game nights, yoga, meditation, live music, arts and crafts,
and, of course, a Bring Your Own Picnic every week. Please bring your lawn/beach chairs.

The Rummage Room
Business Hours
Monday – Thursday 11 – 3
Donations are accepted
Wednesday & Thursday 11 – 3
We are in need of summer clothing and shoes
for Men and Women. Also, ladies handbags
and jewelry. If you have cleared out your closet,
now is the time to donate.
(We are also accepting Fall and Winter clothing)
Just a reminder: The Rummage Room closes for August,
to clean and re-paint and re-stock.
We will close on August 6th and reopen on Tuesday September 7th.
If you have donations, please bring them down before we close.
There will be no donations accepted while we are closed.

NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR
FOOD COLLECTION BASKET
Did you know that there is a basket in the
Meetinghouse entryway where you can
drop off food for Neighbor to Neighbor?
Folks from the Outreach Committee regularly
take whatever is collected over to N2N
to help those in need from the local area.
Tuna, chili, beans, canned fruit, rice, jelly,
and other non-perishable items are
needed to help stock their pantry.

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870
203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org

Ministers - All Members Of
The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich
Senior Pastor
Reverend Patrick Collins
Associate Pastor
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
Minister of Music
Dr. Craig Scott Symons
Faith Formation and Education Coordinator
Rosemary Lamie
Director of Church Administration and Finance
Steve Summerton
Parish Nurse
Susan Asselin, RN
Administrative Assistant
Wendy Spezzano
Media, Tech and Content Coordinator
Stephen Lucin
Livestream Director
Daniel Lepoutre
Database Administrative Assistant
Sue Wilder
Director of Preschool
Jennifer DiCarlo
Preschool Administrative Assistant
Melanie Garnett
Pastors Emeriti
Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers - Reverend Sally Colegrove

