Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Open & Affirming Sunday
Sunday, June 27, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership,
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.
Please join us in the Memory Garden (weather permitting) after worship for Community Hour.

SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:00 am
YouTube - YouTube
Facebook - First Church
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM
Download the bulletin HERE

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage

Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there.
As a matter of courtesy, any cell phones or
electronic devices should be silenced during worship.

CLICK ON THIS QR CODE
to receive the electronic version of the Annual Report
(Most current smartphones have QR reader built into the camera)

ORDER OF WORSHIP
WELCOME
CALL TO COMMUNITY

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

CALL TO THE ANNUAL MEETING

Pat Larrabee, Church Clerk

PRELUDE

Thanks Be To Thee
G. F. Handel (1685-1759)
The Summer Choir
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ

† CALL TO WORSHIP
One: God has shown us what is good, and what then is required of us?
All: To act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God.
One: Jesus says: “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me
welcomes the One who sent me.”
All: The Spirit says, “Come.” Let each one who hears the Spirit say, “Come,” for all
are welcome here.
One: Let us worship God!
† OPEN & AFFIRMING STATEMENT (in unison)
Our church’s mission is to proclaim the gospel to all people and to work for the
promotion of justice, the reign of peace, and human understanding in all our
relationships. We strive through our example to overcome exclusionary practices,
discrimination and violence in our society based upon considerations, including but
not limited to race, ancestry, age, physical or mental limitations, gender, sexual
orientation, social or economic class, and religious background. We commit ourselves
to work towards ending hatred, prejudice and discrimination, thereby providing a safe
physical, emotional and spiritual haven. As Jesus accepted and included all people, so
do we as individuals and as a congregation welcome all who wish to enter our
community of faith and invite their participation in the full life of the church. Without
exception, we accept each person who joins our community of faith, as an individual
and our equal within God’s family.
Therefore, The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open
and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership and employment,
and affirming all who wish to join us as children of God. We continue to give thanks for
God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
† Please rise in body or in spirit

† HYMN

God Of Great And God Of Small
Tune: God Of Great And Small

GATHERING PRAYER (Unison)
God, your child Jesus taught us to welcome each other, but welcome often seems too
little in this world.
Welcome, without affirmation, becomes an empty promise,
Devoid of the lesson that to truly welcome each other means to see the face of God in
each other.
We commit to affirm all lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people,
Welcoming them and affirming them as God’s beloved creations.
You taught us that whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will see a
prophet’s reward;
That whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will
receive the reward of the righteous.
We know that until we are all free, none of us can be free,
And we commit to co-creating that world of welcome and affirmation until all people
can access that promise. Amen.

OPEN AND AFFIRMING 2021

Andy Lang
Executive Director of the Open and Affirming Coalition

FIRST LESSON
Genesis 9: 8-17
Common English Bible
Albert Primo
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “I am now setting up my covenant with you, with your
descendants, and with every living being with you—with the birds, with the large animals, and with all
the animals of the earth, leaving the ark with you. I will set up my covenant with you so that never again
will all life be cut off by floodwaters. There will never again be a flood to destroy the earth.”
God said, “This is the symbol of the covenant that I am drawing up between me and you and every living
thing with you, on behalf of every future generation. I have placed my bow in the clouds; it will be the
symbol of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow
appears in the clouds, I will remember the covenant between me and you and every living being among
all the creatures. Floodwaters will never again destroy all creatures. The bow will be in the clouds, and
upon seeing it I will remember the enduring covenant between God and every living being of all the
earth’s creatures.” God said to Noah, “This is the symbol of the covenant that I have set up between me
and all creatures on earth.”

ANTHEM

A Repeating Alleluia
Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)
The Summer Choir
Lauren Mickley, conductor

SECOND LESSON

1 John 3: 11-24
The Message

For this is the original message we heard: We should love each other.
We must not be like Cain, who joined the Evil One and then killed his brother. And why did he
kill him? Because he was deep in the practice of evil, while the acts of his brother were righteous.
So don’t be surprised, friends, when the world hates you. This has been going on a long time.
The way we know we’ve been transferred from death to life is that we love our brothers and
sisters. Anyone who doesn’t love is as good as dead. Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a
murderer, and you know very well that eternal life and murder don’t go together.
This is how we’ve come to understand and experience love: Christ sacrificed his life for us. This
is why we ought to live sacrificially for our fellow believers, and not just be out for ourselves. If
you see some brother or sister in need and have the means to do something about it but turn a
cold shoulder and do nothing, what happens to God’s love? It disappears. And you made it
disappear.

My dear children, let’s not just talk about love; let’s practice real love. This is the only way we’ll
know we’re living truly, living in God’s reality. It’s also the way to shut down debilitating selfcriticism, even when there is something to it. For God is greater than our worried hearts and
knows more about us than we do ourselves.
And friends, once that’s taken care of and we’re no longer accusing or condemning ourselves,
we’re bold and free before God! We’re able to stretch our hands out and receive what we asked
for because we’re doing what he said, doing what pleases him. Again, this is God’s command: to
believe in his personally named Son, Jesus Christ. He told us to love each other, in line with the
original command. As we keep his commands, we live deeply and surely in him, and he lives in
us. And this is how we experience his deep and abiding presence in us: by the Spirit he gave us.
MESSAGE
SOLO

A New Covenant
For The Flowers Are Great Blessings (from Rejoice In The Lamb)
Benjamin Britten (1913-1976)
Daniel Young, tenor

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

† HYMN

God Of Many Faces
Tune: Slane

† Please rise in body or in spirit
TRIBUTE TO REV. SALLY COLEGROVE
BENEDICTION

Pat Mendelsohn

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

I’m Gonna Sing When The Spirit Says Sing
Anthony Giamanco (b.1958)

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.
Are you free to help with a special project
on Wednesday, June 30?

Pacific House is opening a new residence in Norwalk
next month and we are providing them with 12
Housewarming Baskets from our Lenten Project. They
have invited us to come and see the new house and give
it a welcoming touch by making the bedrooms ready.
We need a few volunteers on June 30 from
10 am – 11 am at the house in Norwalk
who can help make some beds and set out some towels.
Pacific House would also like to make it a fun photo op
with First Church members. It will be a lovely
opportunity to see the tangible result of our Lenten Project.
If you can volunteer or have a question, please email Lauren at laurenghaffari@gmail.com or
call 203-561-0838. We can arrange to carpool from church if that is helpful.

8 AM BEACH SERVICES
Join us each Sunday at Greenwich Point
near the Innis Arden Cottage for a
beautiful time of worship and meditation.
All you need is your own beach chair.
However, due to town restrictions, several
Sundays throughout the summer we will
be meeting in the Memory Garden.
Those Memory Garden dates are:
July 4, and September 5.
You do not need to be a Greenwich
resident to attend. Simply tell the
attendant at the gatehouse you’re here for
First Church beach service. We hope to see you there!

Notice of the 350th Annual Meeting
The 350th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church of Greenwich, Old Greenwich,
CT, is hereby called for TODAY, June 27, 2021 at 11:00 AM EDT. The meeting will be held
in the Meetinghouse and simultaneously electronically via Zoom.us:
•
•
•
•
•

To hear the Annual Reports of the Pastors, Officers, Committees, Organizations and
Departments;
To approve Minutes of prior congregational meetings in the past year;
To elect officers for the coming year;
To adopt the budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2021.
To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting.

Members are encouraged to attend in the Meetinghouse if possible and comfortable. However,
if joining remotely via Zoom.us, the instructions are as follows:
Topic: First Church Annual Meeting
Time: Jun 27, 2021 11:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83154552109?pwd=d2Z6YTJDSkRQblFTcW5vL1JLWGs1Zz09
Meeting ID: 831 5455 2109
Passcode: FCCOG
One tap mobile
+19292056099,,83154552109# US (New York)
+13017158592,,83154552109# US (Washington DC)
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 831 5455 2109
The meeting may be recorded for purposes of taking of Minutes.

Pat Larrabee
Church Clerk

Friday Fun on the Front Lawn
Every Friday night in July 6:30-8:00 pm

First Church is pleased to offer a new and exciting opportunity for us to gather and reconnect in
a fun, relaxing, and safe environment. Every Friday night in July we will gather on the Front
Lawn for a night of activities designed to engage, enlighten, and brighten your week.
We will have game nights, yoga, meditation, live music, arts and crafts,
and, of course, a Bring Your Own Picnic every week.

The Rummage Room
Business Hours
Monday – Thursday 11 – 3
Donations are accepted
Wednesday & Thursday 11 – 3
191 Sound Beach Ave
Old Greenwich

NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR
FOOD COLLECTION BASKET
Did you know that there is a basket in the
Meetinghouse entryway where you can
drop off food for Neighbor to Neighbor?
Folks from the Outreach Committee regularly
take whatever is collected over to N2N
to help those in need from the local area.
Tuna, chili, beans, canned fruit, rice, jelly,
and other non-perishable items are
needed to help stock their pantry.

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870
203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org

Ministers - All Members Of
The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich
Senior Pastor
Reverend Patrick Collins
Associate Pastor
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
Minister of Music
Dr. Craig Scott Symons
Faith Formation and Education Coordinator
Rosemary Lamie
Director of Church Administration and Finance
Steve Summerton
Parish Nurse
Susan Asselin, RN
Administrative Assistant
Wendy Spezzano
Media, Tech and Content Coordinator
Stephen Lucin
Livestream Director
Daniel Lepoutre
Database Administrative Assistant
Sue Wilder
Director of Preschool
Jennifer DiCarlo
Preschool Administrative Assistant
Melanie Garnett
Pastors Emeriti
Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers - Reverend Sally Colegrove

