Third Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, June 13, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership,
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:00 am
YouTube - YouTube
Facebook - First Church
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM
Download the bulletin HERE

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage

Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there.
As a matter of courtesy, any cell phones or
electronic devices should be silenced during worship.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
WELCOME
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE

INTROIT

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
Andante Moderato
Louis Vierne (1870-1937)
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ
The Summer Choir

† HYMN

There Is Now A New Creation
Tune: Stuttgart

† Please rise in body or in spirit
GATHERING PRAYER (Unison)
Holy God of every reality, we gather here today as your people, to know you and one
another better. You, sustainer of community, call us to live into mystery and to walk
by faith. When we long for plans with goals and schedules, you call us to place trust in
you, and live according to your direction. Help us not to make sense of life from a
human point of view, but to feel the mystery of life and to marvel at the power of your
love. Through our worship, may we accept your promise that everything old has
passed away, and lean into the new life you always bring. Holy maker of what is, let us
walk by faith this day, trusting you to be God, and learning to delight in being merely
human. Amen.
A TIME FOR ALL AGES

The Curious Garden
Story by Peter Brown

FIRST LESSON

1 Samuel 15: 34 - 16: 13
Pat Larrabee

Then Samuel left for Ramah, but Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. Until the day
Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him. And the Lord
regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel. The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you
mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on
your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”
But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” The Lord said, “Take a
heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I
will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.” Samuel did what the
Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him.
They asked, “Do you come in peace?”
Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and
come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice. When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands
here before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his
height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look
at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab and
had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.”
Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse
had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen
these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse
answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he
arrives.” So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine
appearance and handsome features. Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”
So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that
day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah.
ANTHEM

When Morning Gilds The Skies
Rachel Aarons (b. 1984)
The Summer Choir
When morning gilds the skies, our hearts awaking cries: May Jesus Christ be praised!
When evening shadows fall, This rings my curfew call. May Jesus Christ be praised!
When mirth for music longs, this is my song of songs: May Jesus Christ be praised!
God's holy house of prayer hath none that can compare with "Jesus Christ be praised!"
No lovelier antiphon in all high heav’n is known than Jesus Christ be praised!
There to the eternal Word the eternal psalm is heard: May Jesus Christ be praised!
Sing, suns and stars of space, sing, ye that see His face, Sing, Jesus Christ be praised!
God’s whole creation o’er, for now and evermore shall Jesus Christ be praised!
Edward Caswell (1848)

SECOND LESSON

Mark 4:26-34

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground.
Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not
know how. All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel
in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”
Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to
describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when
planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the
birds can perch in its shade.”
With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand.
He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own
disciples, he explained everything.
MESSAGE

ANTHEM

Scatter with Abandonment
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
Christians, We Have Met To Worship
Arr. Sandra K. Tucker
Handbell Quartet
Debbie Silverthorn, Colette Rogers, Pat Geismar, Angela Stevens

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

† HYMN

† Please rise in body or in spirit

To God Be The Glory
Tune: To God Be The Glory

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Fanfare
Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988)

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Please join us in the Memory Garden (weather permitting)
after worship for Community Hour.

Notice of the 350th Annual Meeting
The 350th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church of Greenwich, Old Greenwich,
CT, is hereby called for Sunday, June 27, 2021 at 11:00 AM EDT. The meeting will be held in
the Meetinghouse and simultaneously electronically via Zoom.us:
•
•
•
•
•

To hear the Annual Reports of the Pastors, Officers, Committees, Organizations and
Departments;
To approve Minutes of prior congregational meetings in the past year;
To elect officers for the ensuing year;
To adopt the budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2021.
To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting.

Members are encouraged to attend in the Meetinghouse if possible and comfortable. However,
if joining remotely via Zoom.us, the instructions are as follows:
Topic: First Church Annual Meeting
Time: Jun 27, 2021 11:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83154552109?pwd=d2Z6YTJDSkRQblFTcW5vL1JLWGs1Zz09
Meeting ID: 831 5455 2109
Passcode: FCCOG
One tap mobile
+19292056099,,83154552109# US (New York)
+13017158592,,83154552109# US (Washington DC)
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 831 5455 2109
The meeting may be recorded for purposes of taking of Minutes.

Pat Larrabee
Church Clerk

Friday Fun on the Front Lawn
Every Friday night in June & July 6:30-8:00 pm

First Church is pleased to offer a new and exciting opportunity for us to gather and reconnect in
a fun, relaxing, and safe environment. Every Friday night in June and July we will gather on the
Front Lawn for a night of activities designed to engage, enlighten, and brighten your week.
We will have game nights, yoga, meditation, live music, arts and crafts,
and, of course, a Bring Your Own Picnic every week.

The Rummage Room
Business Hours
Monday – Thursday 11 – 3
Donations are accepted
Wednesday & Thursday 11 – 3
191 Sound Beach Ave
Old Greenwich

TODAY IS UNDIE SUNDAY!
Did you know that underwear is the most under-donated, and
most needed, item of clothing? No one should be deprived
of the simple, daily necessity of clean underwear.
Please celebrate Undie Sunday with donations of new women’s
panties and bras, new men’s boxers and briefs,
and new children’s underwear. All sizes for all ages are needed.
A collection bin will also be available in the church office
until June 20 if weekday drop-off is more convenient.
For more information, visit www.theundiesproject.org.

8 AM BEACH SERVICES HAVE BEGUN!
We meet at Greenwich Point
near the Innis Arden Cottage.
All you need is your own beach chair.
However, due to town restrictions, several
Sundays throughout the summer we will
be meeting in the Memory Garden.
Those Memory Garden dates are:
June 20, July 4, and September 5.
You do not need to be a resident of
Greenwich to attend.
Simply tell the workers at the gate you’re
here for First Church beach service.
We hope to see you there!
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203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org
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