Pentecost Sunday
Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, May 23, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership,
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this live stream worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 am
YouTube - YouTube
Facebook - First Church
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM
Download the bulletin HERE

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage

Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there.
As a matter of courtesy, any cell phones or
electronic devices should be silenced during worship.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
WELCOME
CALL TO COMMUNITY

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

PRELUDE

Praise His Holy Name
Keith Hampton (b. 1957)
The Chancel Choir Quartet

Hanna Golodinskii, soprano
Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano

Daniel Young, tenor
Thomas Woodman, bass

Sing till the power of the Lord come down. Shout Hallelujah! Praise His Holy name!
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me;
I once was lost, but now I'm found, was blind, but now I see.
Jesus, Jesus, how I love Thee! Shout Hallelujah! Praise his Holy name!
Must Jesus bear the cross alone and all the world go free?
No, there's a cross for ev'ryone and there's a cross for me.
Jesus, Jesus, how I love Thee! Shout Hallelujah! Praise His Holy Name!
Hallelujah! Praise His Name! Let us Praise His Name, Hallelujah, Lord!
Praise His Holy Name! Hallelujah. Praise His Holy Name! Praise Him!

CALL TO WORSHIP

Reverend Patrick Collins

One: The journey of faith is a journey through life. We are all pilgrims, travelers, making our way.
We sojourn on the pathway of the saints. We walk the same highway and follow the same
landmarks which lead them.
All: But for each generation, in each place and time, and for each seeker who travels this
way, the road seems different.
One: Today we celebrate new leaders. We hold out our hands to them and beckon them to join
us on the journey.
All: As they walk beside us, we may tell them our stories, but we may not tell them the
way, for they will find the way that is theirs.
One: We celebrate a new generation of faith, a new branch, with its leaves about to blossom.
All: Let us all make a place for them and let them know that the family of Christ is their
family, too, as we all worship God together.

† HYMN

† Please rise in body or in spirit

There’s A Sweet, Sweet Spirit
Tune: Sweet, Sweet Spirit

GATHERING PRAYER (Unison)
Welcome Spirit Wind,
Animator, Sustainer,
You birthed the cosmos, ever expanding,
every system in perpetual motion.
You circulate over earth,
breeze across the surface of eternal waters,
teasing waves to roll;
You twist up the dusty ground,

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

and give dimension to your beloved,
You inspirit the dead!
Create space in the hearth of our being,
to welcome Spirit Fire, the ignitor of true life!
Take up our hearts, surrendered,
kindling before your Breath—
spark to flicker
flicker to flame,
stoke the hearts of your people!
Like floating embers off the tongue,
one anthem will rise
and, emblazoned by faith,
will catch on like wildfire!
Unity is the work of the Spirit,
Gather us to Your Lifeforce, O God
Leave no coal unlit!
Not one soul in the cold!
Thank you for tending to your Light within us, O God.
Thank you for sustaining the light of our souls.
Kelly Ann Hall

FIRST LESSON

John 16: 4-7, 12-15
The Message
Carolyn Paulus

“I didn’t tell you this earlier because I was with you every day. But now I am on my way to the
One who sent me. Not one of you has asked, ‘Where are you going?’ Instead, the longer I’ve
talked, the sadder you’ve become. So let me say it again, this truth: It’s better for you that I
leave. If I don’t leave, the Friend won’t come. But if I go, I’ll send him to you.
“I still have many things to tell you, but you can’t handle them now. But when the Friend
comes, the Spirit of the Truth, he will take you by the hand and guide you into all the truth
there is. He won’t draw attention to himself, but will make sense out of what is about to happen
and, indeed, out of all that I have done and said. He will honor me; he will take from me and
deliver it to you. Everything the Father has is also mine. That is why I’ve said, ‘He takes from
me and delivers to you.’

ANTHEM

Spirit Of The Lord, Come Down
John Harper (b. 1947)

Spirit of the Lord, come down, spreading your protective wing over all that you have made;
Over every living thing.
Come in storm-wind, cleansing fire, sweeping through a world unclean, come in every gentle breeze;
Breath of God, unheard, unseen.
Holy Spirit, Blessed Light, guide and strengthen mind and will comfort every grieving heart;
and our inmost being fill.
Through the Father and the Son, by whose blood our life was bought, fill our empty hands with gifts;
Come with grace unearned, unsought.
Stanbrook Abbey ca. 1970

SECOND LESSON

Acts 2: 1-21
New International Version

When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Without warning there
was a sound like a strong wind, gale force—no one could tell where it came from. It filled the
whole building. Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks, and they
started speaking in a number of different languages as the Spirit prompted them.
There were many Jews staying in Jerusalem just then, devout pilgrims from all over the world.
When they heard the sound, they came on the run. Then when they heard, one after another,
their own mother tongues being spoken, they were blown away. They couldn’t for the life of
them figure out what was going on, and kept saying, “Aren’t these all Galileans? How come
we’re hearing them talk in our various mother tongues?
Parthians, Medes, and Elamites;
Visitors from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene;
Immigrants from Rome, both Jews and proselytes;
Even Cretans and Arabs!
“They’re speaking our languages, describing God’s mighty works!”
Their heads were spinning; they couldn’t make head or tail of any of it. They talked back and
forth, confused: “What’s going on here?”
Others joked, “They’re drunk on cheap wine.”
That’s when Peter stood up and, backed by the other eleven, spoke out with bold urgency:
“Fellow Jews, all of you who are visiting Jerusalem, listen carefully and get this story straight.
These people aren’t drunk as some of you suspect. They haven’t had time to get drunk—it’s
only nine o’clock in the morning. This is what the prophet Joel announced would happen:

“In the Last Days,” God says,
“I will pour out my Spirit
on every kind of people:
Your sons will prophesy,
also your daughters;
Your young men will see visions,
your old men dream dreams.
When the time comes,
I’ll pour out my Spirit
On those who serve me, men and women both,
and they’ll prophesy.
I’ll set wonders in the sky above
and signs on the earth below,
Blood and fire and billowing smoke,
the sun turning black and the moon blood-red,
Before the Day of the Lord arrives,
the Day tremendous and marvelous;
And whoever calls out for help
to me, God, will be saved.”
MESSAGE

MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION

The Journey
Reverend Patrick Collins
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
I Am the Wind
Music by Elaine Hagenberg
Poem by Zoe Atkins

RITE OF CONFIRMATION
Confirmation Class of 2021
Lola Dellascenza
Robbie Finch
Kelsey Fong
Tyler Fong
Max Krueger
Tessa Laffan
Marcus Lotufo
Spencer Moore
Lara Olmsted
Emma Pratt
Tyler Quake
Jackie Ryckman
Kylie Schneider
Charles Schrohe
George Weiksner
William van Rhyn
REMEMBERING BAPTISM
PRAYER
QUESTIONS OF CONFIRMANDS
QUESTION OF THE CONGREGATION
One: Do you, this congregation, renew the promises made at baptism, to support these young
people in their continued journey of faith? Do you promise to grow with them, to serve beside
them, to pray with them, and nurture God’s gifts within them? If so, please say “we do.”
All: We Do!
PRAYER FOR CONFIRMATION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
ACT OF CONFIRMATION

PRESENTATION OF THE CROSSES
The Jerusalem Cross is bronze and often is worn around the neck. It is one large cross in the center
surrounded by four small crosses. The symbolism is that Jesus Christ is Lord over the four corners of the
earth. Or that the story of Jesus Christ is told by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
PRAYER AND DECLARATION
† HYMN

† Please rise in body or in spirit

Every Time I Feel The Spirit
Tune: Pentecost

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Psalm 19
Benedetto Marcello (1686-1739)

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Today’s flowers are in memory of Rick Woodman
and his dedication to teaching confirmation and serving as an advisor for our
Senior Pilgrim Fellowship for over thirty years.
Given by Carolyn Paulus and their daughters, Stephanie and Gillian Woodman.

Friday Fun on the Front Lawn
Every Friday night in May, June, & July 6:30-8:00 pm

First Church is pleased to offer a new and exciting opportunity for us to gather and reconnect in
a fun, relaxing, and safe environment. Every Friday night in May, June, and July we will gather
on the Front Lawn for a night of activities designed to engage, enlighten, and brighten your
week. We will have game nights, yoga, meditation, live music, arts and crafts,
and, of course, a Bring Your Own Picnic every night.
On Friday, May 28, since it’s Memorial Day weekend
we will gather at 6:30 pm for a BYO Picnic
and have a chance to reconnect after a long year apart.
All are welcome!

The Rummage Room
is OPEN
Monday – Thursday 11 – 3
Donations are accepted
Wednesday & Thursday 11 – 3
191 Sound Beach Ave
Old Greenwich

SUNDAYS AT FIRST CHURCH
SIGN UP TO BE AN USHER/GREETER

4 Ushers are needed each Sunday to welcome folks to the Meetinghouse, pass out bulletins,
and be the smiling face that greets everyone upon arrival. If you would like to sign up for this
important hospitality ministry, To sign up for scripture reading, scroll to the bottom of the
church website and click on Usher Signups under “Quick Links”, or click here to claim your
spot (or multiple spots). The list goes through the end of 2021 so you can plan your schedule
accordingly!

SIGN UP TO BE A SCRIPTURE READER

Each Sunday, you can sign up to read scripture during service. There are several options for
doing this:
A: Read in-person during the service in the Meetinghouse
B: Record yourself at home on a smartphone and send to DanL@fccog.org
C: Make an appointment to stop by the Meetinghouse and have it recorded
To sign up for scripture reading, scroll to the bottom of the church website and click on
Scripture Reading Signups under “Quick Links”.

THE UNDIES PROJECT
IS COMING JUNE 13!
Did you know that underwear is the most
under-donated, and most needed, item of
clothing? No one should be deprived of the
simple, daily necessity of clean underwear that
many of us take for granted. Starting June 13,
The Undies Project will be collecting donations
of underwear for men, women and children in
need to help improve their lives. All donations
of new women’s panties, new men’s boxers and
briefs, and new children’s underwear will be accepted. All sizes and ages needed.
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