Sixth Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 9, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership,
leadership, and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. We
continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this live stream worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 am
YouTube - YouTube
Facebook - First Church
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM
Download the bulletin HERE

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage

At the conclusion of the service, please remain seated.
The ushers will direct you to an exit in the Meetinghouse.
Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there.
As a matter of courtesy, any cell phones or
electronic devices should be silenced during worship.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
WELCOME
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
Adagio
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist

MOTHER’S DAY LITANY
Leader: Mothers come in many different forms, and today we celebrate them all!
All: Thank God for mothers!
Leader: Everyone here is either a son or a daughter.
All: Thank God for my mother!
Leader: For those women who have joined God in Heaven and whom we miss dearly here on
earth.
All: Thank God for the mothers of the past.
Leader: For every woman who is working day and night to raise her children right now.
All: Thank God for the mothers of today.
Leader: For all the women who are expecting, but aren’t quite mothers yet!
All: Thank God for the soon-to-be-mothers.
Leader: For the women who took in others’ children through adoption and foster care.
All: Thank God for the mothers with hearts so big.
Leader: For those women who have lost a child to death and must carry on.
All: Thank God for the mothers who are so strong.
Leader: For all the women who have desperately wanted to have children of their own, but chose
instead to mother everyone else.
All: Thank God for the mothers in spirit.
All: We thank you, Lord, for the women who have influenced our lives in so many ways.
We pray that we will honor them in everything we do. Amen.

† HYMN

† Please rise in body or in spirit

Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth
Tune: Maryton

GATHERING PRAYER (Unison)

Reverend Patrick Collins

In you, O God, every family on earth receives its name. Illumine our homes with the
light of your love.
We thank you for gifts of love we have received. From our mothers and those who have
served as mothers in many ways, nourishing us and guiding us as we grow to be who
we are. As we have been loved by them, so we are loved by you, O God. Join with us in
this day of celebration as we rejoice in being loved. As you grant us peace in Christ
Jesus our Lord, so we come to worship in God’s holy name. Amen.
A TIME FOR ALL AGES

Within, Everywhere, And Always
Kelly Ann Hall

FIRST LESSON

Psalm 139: 1-18
New International Version
Helen Ingraham

You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.
You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.
You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely.
You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,
even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.
If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,”
even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful,
I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be.
How precious to me are your thoughts, God! How vast is the sum of them!
Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand—
when I awake, I am still with you.

ANTHEM

I Will Alway Give Thanks
Charles King (1687-1748)
The Chancel Choir Trio
Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano
Daniel Young, tenor
Thomas Woodman, bass
I will alway give thanks unto the Lord: His praise shall be ever in my mouth. Hallelujah.
Psalm 34:1

SECOND LESSON

1 John 5: 1-5
Common English Bible

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born from God. Whoever loves someone
who is a parent loves the child born to the parent. This is how we know that we love the children
of God: when we love God and keep God’s commandments. This is the love of God: we keep
God’s commandments. God’s commandments are not difficult, because everyone who is born
from God defeats the world. And this is the victory that has defeated the world: our faith. Who
defeats the world? Isn’t it the one who believes that Jesus is God’s Son?
MESSAGE

MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Born From God
Reverend Patrick Collins
Joy
Josh Schicker
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

† HYMN

† Please rise in body or in spirit

Called As Partners In Christ’s Service
Tune: Beecher

BENEDICTION

Reverend Patrick Collins

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Allegro Maestoso
Felix Mendelssohn

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.
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