
 

 

 
  

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, May 2, 2021 

10:00 a.m. 

 
 

 



 

 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be 
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, 

leadership, and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. We 
continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice 

to join us for this live stream worship service. May it be a blessing to you. 
 

 
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

10:00 am 
YouTube - YouTube 

Facebook - First Church 
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM 

Download the bulletin HERE 
 

 
Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256 

or click HERE to access the online giving webpage 
 

 
At the conclusion of the service, please remain seated.  

The ushers will direct you to an exit in the Meetinghouse.  
Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there. 

 
As a matter of courtesy, any cell phones or  

electronic devices should be silenced during worship. 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Patrick Collins
  
PRELUDE  If Ye Love Me 

Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) 
The Chancel Choir Quartet 

Hanna Golodinskii, soprano Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano 
Daniel Young, tenor Thomas Woodman, bass 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXgou35EY5N803D4e_J4JNA
https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT/
https://www.facebook.com/FCCOGCT/
http://www.wgch.com/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
http://www.fccog.org/worship/order-of-worship/
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=1071&f=20


 

 

† HYMN Come, Christians, Join To Sing 
Tune: Madrid 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 



 

 

GATHERING PRAYER (Unison)  Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 
  
God of love, plant us in the soil of your grace. Nurture us with the strength of Christ, 
the vine of everlasting life. Enlighten us with the wisdom of your Spirit, which flows 
through us today and all days.  
 
Abide in us, that we may abide in you and live in your love. In your holy and many 
names, we pray. Amen. 
 
A STORY FOR ALL AGES The Invisible Web  

Patrice Karst and Joanne Lew-Vriethoff 
 

FIRST LESSON 1 John 4: 7-21 
New Revised Standard Version 

Barbara Norrgard 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 
one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us.  
 
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we 
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides 
in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known 
and believe the love that God has for us.  
 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, 
so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first 
loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who 
do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and 
sisters also. 
 



 

 

ANTHEM Abide With Me  
Malcolm Archer (1929-2019) 

The Chancel Choir Quartet 
 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 
Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; Earth's joys grow dim; its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee; In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
SECOND LESSON John 15: 1-8 

New Revised Standard Version  
 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already 
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 
me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 
 
MESSAGE Connections 

Reverend Patrick Collins 
 
MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION Prodigal Daughter (Not Alone) 

Lady & Gentleman 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 



 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
     Invitation 
     Prayer of Consecration 
     Words of Institution 
     Receiving the Bread and Cup 
 
In the tradition of our church, let us partake of the bread (gluten-free) and the cup together, 
remembering our individual uniqueness in the eyes of God and our diversity and unity within the  
body of Christ. 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION God of Mercy, God Of Grace 

Jerry Davidson (b. 1942) 
The Chancel Choir Quartet 

God of mercy, God of grace, 
Show the brightness of thy face; 
Shine upon us, Savior, shine, 

Fill thy Church with light divine; 
And thy saving health extend, 

Unto earth’s remotest end. 
 

Let thy people praise thee, Lord, 
Be by all that live adored; 

Let the nations shout and sing 
Glory to their Savior King; 

Let all be below, above, 
One in joy, and light, and love. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) 
Gracious God, in gratitude, in deep gratitude, for this moment, this meal, these 
people. We give ourselves to you. Take us out to live as changed people because we 
have shared this sacrament and cannot remain the same. Ask much of us, expect much 
from us, enable much by us, encourage many through us. Amen. 



 

 

† HYMN Let Us Talents And Tongues Employ 
Tune: Linstead 

 

 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

 
BENEDICTION Reverend Patrick Collins 

 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE Flourish 

Gordon Young (1919-1998) 
 

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved. 
 

 
 



 

 

The Rummage Room 
is OPEN  

 
Monday – Thursday 11 – 3 

 
Donations are accepted  

Wednesday & Thursday 11 – 3 
 

191 Sound Beach Ave 
Old Greenwich 

 
 

 
 
 

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH 
108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870 

203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org 
 

Ministers - All Members Of 
The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich 

 
Senior Pastor Reverend Patrick Collins 
Associate Pastor  Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 
Minister of Music  Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Faith Formation and Education Coordinator Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Church Administration and Finance  Steve Summerton 
Parish Nurse Susan Asselin, RN 
Administrative Assistant Wendy Spezzano 
Media, Tech and Content Coordinator Stephen Lucin 
Livestream Director Daniel Lepoutre 
Database Administrative Assistant Sue Wilder 
Director of Preschool Jennifer DiCarlo 
Preschool Administrative Assistant Melanie Garnett 
Pastors Emeriti Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers  -  Reverend Sally Colegrove 

 
 

 
 

 


