Fourth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 25, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership,
leadership, and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of
God. We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this live stream worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 am
YouTube - YouTube
Facebook - First Church
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM
Download the bulletin HERE

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage

At the conclusion of the service, please remain seated.
The ushers will direct you to an exit in the Meetinghouse.
Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
WELCOME
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE

Rev. Patrick Collins
At Eastertide
Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist

CHORAL INTROIT
† HYMN

My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less
Tune: Solid Rock

† Please rise in body or in spirit

GATHERING PRAYER (Unison)

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

Loving Shepherd, we gather in the presence of you who gathers all. You
know our names; you care for us. You provide for us; you put our wellbeing above all else. In your care and love we have our model to create
true belonging and community; to be shepherds ourselves. Through the
power of our risen Savior we need not fear living into your ways that heal
and speak truth to power. When we face darkness and death, walk beside
us. When we hunger for your love, fill us with your presence. When we
thirst for your justice, fill us with your Spirit. When we are fearful, feed us
at your table with enough for right now. And may we dwell in the house of
goodness and mercy all the days of our lives. Amen.
A TIME FOR ALL AGES

Caring For Spot
Allison Halerz

FIRST LESSON

John 10: 11-18
New Revised Standard Version
Betsy Kreuter

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for
the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as
the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.
I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from
my Father.”
SCRIPTURAL RESPONSE VIDEO

Shepherding and Psalm 23

A clip from Ray Vander Laan’s Faith Lessons Vol. 12
“Walking with God in the Desert”

ANTHEM

Christ Is Our Cornerstone
Noel Rawsthorne (1929-2019)
The Chancel Choir Quartet
Christ is our cornerstone, on him alone we build;
with his true saints alone
the courts of heaven are filled: on his great love
our hopes we place of present grace and joy above.
Here, gracious God, do thou for evermore draw nigh;
accept each faithful vow,
and mark each suppliant sigh; in copious shower
on all who pray each holy day thy blessings pour.
O then with hymns of praise these hallowed courts shall ring;
our voices we will raise
the Three in One to sing; and thus proclaim
in joyful song, both loud and long, that glorious name.
7th Century Latin Hymn

SECOND LESSON

Acts 4: 5-12
New Revised Standard Version

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the highpriestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they
inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are
asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead.
This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the
cornerstone.’ There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

MESSAGE

MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Hands-on Model
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
Psalm 23 (I Am Not Alone) Easter Song
Emerging Song
CCLI Song #7111981
Reverend Patrick Collins

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

† HYMN

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Tune: Faithfulness

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Bishop’s Fanfare
Christopher Tambling (1964-2015)

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.
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