Third Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 18, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership,
leadership, and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of
God. We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this live stream worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 am
YouTube - YouTube
Facebook - First Church
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM
Download the bulletin HERE

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage

At the conclusion of the service, please remain seated.
The ushers will direct you to an exit in the Meetinghouse.
Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
WELCOME
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
Easter Hymn
Noel Rawsthorne (1929-2019)
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist

CHORAL INTROIT
† HYMN

Now The Green Blade Rises
Tune: Noël Nouvelet

† Please rise in body or in spirit

GATHERING PRAYER

Reverend Patrick Collins

When we are blinded by anger, you pour out your love for all to see. When
we wonder what tomorrow will bring, you call us to trust in you. When
sadness fills our lives, you plant gladness in our hearts.
God of Easter, touch us with your grace.
You show us your hands, so we may reach out to mend the broken. You
show us your feet, so we may walk with those the world passes by. You
show us your face, so we may know what our sisters and brothers look like.
Risen Christ, touch us with your compassion.
You open our eyes, so we may see God's love. Open our minds, so we may
welcome God's word. Open our lips, so we may be God's witnesses.
Spirit of Hope, touch us with your peace.
God in Community, Holy in One, open us to your presence as we gather
together in this time of worship. Amen.
A TIME FOR ALL AGES

FIRST LESSON

The Word Collector
Peter Hamilton Reynolds
1 John 3: 1-7
New Revised Standard Version
Car Westbrook

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God;
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we
will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as
he is pure.
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know
that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who
abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little
children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just
as he is righteous.

ANTHEM

River In Judea
Arr. John Leavitt (b. 1956)
The Chancel Choir Quartet
Often times I dream of music, of the river that freely flows.
And it sings a song sweeter than honey, one every body knows.
Late at night I hear it singing then again when I wake at dawn.
And it fills me up with hope and good will, the will to go on, go on.

There is a river in Judea, that I heard of long ago.
And it’s a singing, ringing river that my soul cries out, my soul cries out to know.
I believe it keeps on travelin’ but it rests on the Sabbath day.
And the time when it pauses in stillness, I almost hear it pray.
When I’m weary and downhearted, long for the song it sings,
For the calm within its gentle blue, the peace that it brings, it brings.
May the time not be too distant when we meet by the river, meet by the shore.
‘Til then dream of that wonderful day as we sing once more, once more:
There is a river in Judea, Hallelu, that I heard of long ago, Hallelu.
It’s a singing, ringing river that my soul cries out,
My soul cries out to the River in Judea, Hallelujah!
Linda Marcus

SECOND LESSON

Luke 24: 36-48
New Revised Standard Version

Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to
them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at
my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and
still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him
a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You
are witnesses of these things.
MESSAGE

MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Good
Rev. Patrick Collins
God With Us
Bob Bennett
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

† HYMN

Lead Me, Guide Me
Tune: Lead Me, Guide Me

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION

Rev. Patrick Collins

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Postlude
Alan Ridout (1934-1996)

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.
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