Second Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 11, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership,
leadership, and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of
God. We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this live stream worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 am
YouTube - YouTube
Facebook - First Church
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM
Download the bulletin HERE

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage

At the conclusion of the service, please remain seated.
The ushers will direct you to an exit in the Meetinghouse.
Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
WELCOME
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE

Rev. Patrick Collins
Voluntary
Paul Page (b. 1947)
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist

CHORAL INTROIT
† HYMN

Christ Is Risen, Shout Hosanna
Tune: Hymn to Joy

† Please rise in body or in spirit

GATHERING PRAYER

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

Blow the trumpets; play the lute and harp; shake the tambourine; hear the
strings and pipe; dance and praise God!
Let our praise on this day break forth in the most unlikely places and in
silly ways. Let the laughter be deep, for we are God's people. May our
joy resound and our hearts be filled with wonder as we come to worship
our God on this day.
A TIME FOR ALL AGES
FIRST LESSON

1 Thessalonians 5: 12-28
New International Version
Helen Ingraham

But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you,
and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them very highly in
love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. And we urge you,
beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be
patient with all of them. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek
to do good to one another and to all. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do
not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything;
hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
Beloved, pray for us.
Greet all the brothers and sisters with a holy kiss. I solemnly command you by the
Lord that this letter be read to all of them.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

ANTHEM

I Am The Resurrection
Gallus Dressler (1533-1590)
The Chancel Choir Quartet
I am the resurrection and the true life.
All who believe in me, though they were dead,
yet shall they live:
And whosoever lives and believes in me,
they will nevermore perish,
but they shall have eternal life.
John 11:25-26

SECOND LESSON

John 20: 19-30
Common English Bible

It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were behind
closed doors because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and
stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they were filled
with joy. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I
am sending you.” Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if you don’t forgive them, they aren’t
forgiven.”
Thomas, the one called Didymus, one of the Twelve, wasn’t with the disciples
when Jesus came. The other disciples told him, “We’ve seen the Lord!”
But he replied, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, put my finger in the
wounds left by the nails, and put my hand into his side, I won’t believe.”
After eight days his disciples were again in a house and Thomas was with them.
Even though the doors were locked, Jesus entered and stood among them. He
said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. Look at
my hands. Put your hand into my side. No more disbelief. Believe!”
Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus replied, “Do you
believe because you see me? Happy are those who don’t see and yet believe.”

MESSAGE

MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Hearts Filled With Joy
Rev. Patrick Collins
Old Church Choir
David Vicchiollo
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
† HYMN

Day Of Arising
Tune: Raabe

† Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION

Rev. Patrick Collins

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Hornpipe
G. F. Handel (1650-1759)

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.
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