PALM SUNDAY
Sunday, March 28, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership,
leadership, and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of
God. We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this live stream worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
10:00am
YouTube - YouTube
Facebook - First Church
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM
Download the bulletin HERE

The Calla Lilies in the Meetinghouse are given in loving memory
of our parents, Margaret and Carleton Gisborne
by Claire Henry, Ruth Reed, and our families.
At the conclusion of the service, please remain seated.
The ushers will direct you to an exit in the Meetinghouse.
Please take this bulletin home and recycle it there.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
WELCOME VIDEO
PRELUDE

Sarabande & Gigue
Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713)
Paul Ghaffari, violin
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist

CALL TO COMMUNITY

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN

Siyahamba
The Cherub Choir
All Glory Laud And Honor
Tune: St. Theodulph

GATHERING PRAYER (Unison)

Rev. Patrick Collins

As the people spread their coats palm branches on the ground to welcome
Jesus into Jerusalem, so we welcome him into our lives this morning. God
of glory and God of peace, reign in our hearts and lives this day and all
days, that we might praise your holy name.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 50: 4-9
New International Version
Lynn Hawxhurst

The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue,
to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.
The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears;
I have not been rebellious,
I have not turned away.
I offered my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
I did not hide my face
from mocking and spitting.
Because the Sovereign Lord helps me,
I will not be disgraced.
Therefore have I set my face like flint,
and I know I will not be put to shame.
He who vindicates me is near.
Who then will bring charges against me?
Let us face each other!
Who is my accuser?
Let him confront me!
It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me.
Who will condemn me?
They will all wear out like a garment;
the moths will eat them up.

ANTHEM

Fling Wide The Gates
John Stainer (1840-1901)
The Chancel Choir Quartet

Fling wide the gates, for the Saviour waits to tread in His royal way;
he has come from above, in His power and love, to die on the Passion Day.
His Cross is the sign of a love divine, his Crown is the thorn-wreath of woe,
he bears His load on the sorrowful road, and bends 'neath the burden low.
William John Sparrow-Simpson

SECOND LESSON

Mark 11: 1-11
New International Version

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount
of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead
of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has
ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing
this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’”
They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied
it, some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that
colt?” They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. When
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. Many
people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut
in the fields. Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,
“Hosanna!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at
everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.

MESSAGE

HYMN

The Courage To Be
Rev. Patrick Collins
The Palms

PALMS TO PASSION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
HYMN

BENEDICTION

Jesus, Remember Me

Rev. Patrick Collins

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Have Mercy, My God
J. S. Bach

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

HOLY WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH
COVID Community Flag Memorial
Monday, March 29 - Sunday, April 4
Maundy Thursday
6:30-7:30pm Dinner Church (Zoom)
Good Friday
12pm Cross Walk
12-3pm Virtual Meditation (Live Stream)
Holy Saturday
10am – 4pm Walk Through Holy Week
(outdoor - similar to Nativity Walk at Christmas)
Easter Sunday
6:30am Sunrise Service at Greenwich Point (pre-registration required)
9am & 11am Services at Meetinghouse (pre-registration required)

THE RUMMAGE ROOM
Store Hours
Monday - Thursday
11:00am - 3:00pm
Donation Hours
Wednesday & Thursday
11:00am - 3:00pm
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