Thursday, December 24, 2020
Christmas Eve
3:00 p.m.

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and
affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment,
and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you to this special Christmas Eve service at First Congregational
Church. We hope that the mystery and comfort of the incarnation will be born in
you this night as we tell the story of how God came to be with us in Christ Jesus.
May God bless you and your family as we worship together.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE

Prelude on “On Christmas Night”
Noel Rawsthorne
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, Organist

CHRISTMAS GREETING
CALL TO WORSHIP

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
Feliz Navidad
José Feliciano
The Cherub Choir
Carol Woodman, Andrea Woodman,
Lynn Hawxhurst, Ed Hawxhurst

GATHERING PRAYER
CAROL

Rev. Patrick Collins
O Come, All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
Refrain:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! (Refrain)
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
The Williams Family
Advent hope moves us; Advent love leads us; Advent joy stirs us; Advent peace stills us, that
we might affirm our King Jesus.
It is time we set flame to this Advent affirmation by lighting the Christ Candle.
We believe that Jesus is the Son of God. He was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of
Judea. He was the long-awaited Messiah whose coming was prophesied. The same Jesus lives
today in our hearts. He deserves our highest loyalty and total commitment. In Jesus Christ our
hope is fulfilled; our love is consummated; our joy is complete; and our peace is sealed.

Rejoice, a Savior is born.
A savior is born, indeed. Joy to the world!
MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION

Mary, Did You Know/What Child Is This?
David Vicchiollo, Katherine Taylor Moore

FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 9:2-7
Emmett Collins

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned.
You have made the nation great;
you have increased its joy.
They rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest,
as those who divide plunder rejoice.
As on the day of Midian, you’ve shattered the yoke that burdened them,
the staff on their shoulders,
and the rod of their oppressor.
Because every boot of the thundering warriors,
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned, fuel for the fire.
A child is born to us, a son is given to us,
and authority will be on his shoulders.
He will be named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
There will be vast authority and endless peace
for David’s throne and for his kingdom,
establishing and sustaining it with justice and righteousness
now and forever.
CAROL

Angels We Have Heard On High
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echo back their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come adore on bended knee,
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo
SECOND LESSON

Once Upon a Christmastime
Dona M. Maroney
Emma Schneider
Once upon a Christmastime
The angels sang with joy,
To herald the coming
Of a precious Baby Boy.
Their shouting filled the heavens
And shook the mighty Earth,
And sent the shepherds searching
For the place of His glorious birth.
And when they found the manger
And gazed upon His face,
They knelt in adoration
In that low and holy place.
Oh, Father, fill me with the love
That filled the Earth that night,
A love that reaches throughout the world
And fills it with Your light.

MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION

THIRD LESSON

Sussex Carol
Elaine Hagenberg
Luke 2:1-14
Charlotte & Christopher DiPreta

In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be
enrolled in the tax lists. This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria.
Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. Since Joseph belonged to David’s house and
family line, he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called Bethlehem,
in Judea. He went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in marriage
and who was pregnant. While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby. She
gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the guestroom.

Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord’s angel
stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for
all people. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you:
you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great
assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They said, “Glory to God in
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.”
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Rev. Patrick Collins
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
Rosemary Lamie

NATIVITY PAGEANT

Once in Royal David’s City

CALL TO OFFERING

Rev. Patrick Collins

CAROL SING
The First Nowell
The first Nowell, the angel did say,
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Refrain:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel.
And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went. (Refrain)
Then entered in those wise men three,
Full reverently upon their knee,
And offered there, in his presence,
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. (Refrain)

Joy to the World!
Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.
CHRISTMAS PRAYER
SOLO

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
O Holy Night
David Vicchiollo, Lauren Ashley Simpson

CAROL

Silent Night
Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright
‘Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
BENEDICTION

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

POSTLUDE

In Dulci Jubilo
J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
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