Sunday, November 15, 2020
10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership,
leadership, and employment, and affirming of all
who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this live stream worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

SUNDAY MORNING FOR LIVE STREAM WORSHIP
10 A.M. WORSHIP
YouTube - YouTube
Facebook - First Church
Radio at WGCH 1490 AM or 105.5 FM
Download the bulletin HERE

THE RUMMAGE ROOM
Store Hours
Monday - Thursday
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Donation Hours
Wednesday & Thursday
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
VIDEO WELCOME
CALL TO COMMUNITY

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

Using your smartphone messaging app,
text FCCOG Donate to 73256
or click HERE to access the online giving webpage
or scan the QR code below using your smartphone

PRELUDE

March
Friedrich Wilhelm Marpourg
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, harpsichord

INTROIT

The Chancel Choir Quartet

HYMN

Many Gifts, One Spirit
God of change and glory, God of time and space,
When we fear the future, Give to us your grace.
In the midst of changing ways give us still the grace to praise.
Refrain
Many gifts, one Spirit, one love known in many ways.
In our difference is blessing, from diversity we praise
One Giver, one Lord, one Spirit, one Word
Known in many ways, hallowing our days.
For the Giver, for the gifts, praise, praise, praise!
God of many colors, God of many signs,
You have made us different, blessing many kinds.
As the old ways disappear, let your love cast out our fear. (Refrain)
Freshness of the morning, newness of each night,
You are still creating endless love and light.
This we see, as shadows part, many gifts from one great heart. (Refrain)

GATHERING PRAYER
Lord God, be with us this day as we gather to celebrate the love you give us. We
gratefully acknowledge the gifts you have given to each of us for service in your world.
Gifts of wisdom, knowledge, healing, listening, words, teaching, creativity and all else
you have placed in our lives. You have given us these gifts because you trust us to use
them well. Help us to get past fear of disappointment or failure, for in doing so, we
denigrate the gifts and skills you made uniquely for each of us. May we know you are
with us in all we do, and we have nothing to fear. Guide our lives and hearts to use our
talents to serve our neighborhood, nation, and world alike. Amen.
MOMENT FOR REFLECTION
FIRST LESSON

Sue Asselin, RN
1 Corinthians 12:4-27
New International Version
Stephen Weigner

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different
kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of
them and in everyone it is the same God at work.
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one
there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another
gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to
another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues,
and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the
same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is
with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews
or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body
is not made up of one part but of many.
Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it
would not for that reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because
I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part
of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the
whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has placed
the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all
one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet,
“I don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor.
And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving
greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body,
but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
ANTHEM

SECOND LESSON

From All The Earth Send Up The Song
Robert Weaver
The Chancel Choir Quartet
Matthew 25:14-30
The Message

“It’s also like a man going off on an extended trip. He called his servants together and
delegated responsibilities. To one he gave five thousand dollars, to another two
thousand, to a third one thousand, depending on their abilities. Then he left. Right off,
the first servant went to work and doubled his master’s investment. The second did the
same. But the man with the single thousand dug a hole and carefully buried his master’s
money.
“After a long absence, the master of those three servants came back and settled up with
them. The one given five thousand dollars showed him how he had doubled his
investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. From now
on be my partner.’
“The servant with the two thousand showed how he also had doubled his master’s
investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. From now
on be my partner.’
“The servant given one thousand said, ‘Master, I know you have high standards and hate
careless ways, that you demand the best and make no allowances for error. I was afraid I
might disappoint you, so I found a good hiding place and secured your money. Here it is,
safe and sound down to the last cent.’
“The master was furious. ‘That’s a terrible way to live! It’s criminal to live cautiously like
that! If you knew I was after the best, why did you do less than the least? The least you

could have done would have been to invest the sum with the bankers, where at least I
would have gotten a little interest.
“‘Take the thousand and give it to the one who risked the most. And get rid of this “playit-safe” who won’t go out on a limb. Throw him out into utter darkness.’
MESSAGE
MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Risking It All Isn’t So Risky After All
Rev. Cydney Van Dyke
God The Maker Of The Heavens
Sam Hargreaves
Resound Worship
Rev. Patrick Collins

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
HYMN

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store,
nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, costly cross, grave's shattered door:
gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise;
thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.
Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
all at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one.
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone.
Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne.

Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through powers your grace conferred:
ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel word.
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ's ageless call,
healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all.

BENEDICTION

Rev. Cydney Van Dyke

CHORAL RESPONSE
Prelude In G Minor
J. S. Bach

POSTLUDE
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