SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2020
10:00 a.m.

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and
affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment,
and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.

We welcome you this day and we’re glad you made the choice to join us
for this live stream worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

FIRST CHURCH CONNECTS WITH YOU DURING THE WEEK
Sunday:

Monday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

Friday:

10 am Worship – Live stream on YouTube or on radio at WGCH
(actual radio stations are 1490 AM or 105.5 FM).
Download the bulletin HERE and join us and others in virtual
fellowship.
Music on Mondays (e-blast by Craig Symons)
Wisdom on Wednesdays (e-blast by Rev. Patrick Collins)
Faith Formation at Home for All and Faith Formation for
Children, Youth and Families (e-blasts by Rosemary Lamie,
Director of Faith Formation)
Fridays on Facebook (live @ 3:00 pm with Rev. Patrick Collins)

Please make sure your email is on our list of recipients.
If you are not on our mailing list, send your address to wendys@fccog.org
Please note:
The First Church building is closed until further notice.

NOTICE OF THE 349TH ANNUAL MEETING
The 349th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church of Greenwich, Old Greenwich,
CT, is hereby called for Sunday, June 28, 2020, at 11:00 AM EDT. Due to State of Connecticut
COVID-19 guidance and the need for social distancing, the meeting will be held electronically
via Zoom.us:
• To hear the Annual Reports of the Pastors, Officers, Committees,
Organizations and Departments;
• To approve Minutes of prior congregational meetings in the past year;
• To amend the By-Laws as recommended by the Church Council;
• To elect Officers for the ensuing year;
• To adopt the budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020;
• To authorize the Church Council to borrow approximately $180,000
for up to 15 years from the General Endowment for replacement and repairs of the
heating system for the church buildings; and
• To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR JOINING THE ANNUAL MEETING VIA ZOOM.US
Topic: FCCOG Annual Meeting
Time: June 28, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. EDT
To join the Zoom meeting using a high-speed internet connection with Video and Audio using
a computer, tablet or smartphone: (recommended method), click HERE.
If you have already installed the Zoom App, please click HERE.
Enter the following information:
Meeting ID: 841 1291 5419
Password: 635709
To join by Telephone with Audio Only:
Dial: 1 (646) 558-8656
Meeting ID: 841 1291 5419
Password: 635709
This meeting may be recorded for purposes of the taking of Minutes.
For those who are new to using Zoom, and for those who would like some extra practice using
Zoom, we will hold a practice session on Saturday, June 27th at 11:00 a.m. EDT. If you would
like to take advantage of this practice session, please e-mail rickderr@sbcglobal.net to
request the zoom.us instructions for this session.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CALL TO COMMUNITY

Rev. Patrick Collins

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
OR click HERE to access the online giving webpage
OR scan the QR code below using your smartphone QR reader

CALL TO THE ANNUAL MEETING

Rick Derr, Chair, Church Council

PRELUDE
Pastorale

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, piano
Friedrich Burgmüller (1806-1874)

CALL TO WORSHIP

Rev. Patrick Collins

One: We’ve come to worship, to sing and pray and hear God’s Word, because:
All: God’s love lasts forever!
One: Even when God seems far away, we know:
All: God’s love lasts forever!
One: Even when nothing is going right, and we’re ready to give up, we know:
All: God’s love lasts forever!
One: When we’re all alone, and we feel like no one loves us, we know:
All: God’s love lasts forever!
All: Let’s worship God together!

HYMN
Blest be the tie that binds
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
Before our Maker’s throne we pour our ardent prayers.
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.
We share our mutual woes; our mutual burdens bear.
And often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.
When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain;
but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again.
From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
and perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity.
GATHERING PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER (IN UNISON)
God of awe and of great mystery, creator of immensity yet lover of the small
and fragile, be especially present and real to us in this time of worship. For so
readily do we look past you, taking the sacred nature of life for granted, that
we need clear reminders and soulful awakenings. Spirit, come, focus our
vision, renew our minds in the way and being of Christ.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION

Still With Thee
Elaine Hagenberg
Text by Harriet Beecher Stowe
Beckenhorst Press (used with permission)

FIRST LESSON
Genesis 22: 1-14 (New Revised Standard Version)

Pat Larrabee

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said,
“Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains that I shall show you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled
his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the
wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that
God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far
away. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy
and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.”
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he
himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together.
Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He
said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”
So the two of them walked on together.
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar
there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar,
on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill
his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham,
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or
do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld
your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram,
caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up
as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place “The Lord will
provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”
SOLO
My Lord, What A Morning

Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano
Mark Hayes (b. 1953)

SECOND LESSON
Matthew 10: 40-42 (New Revised Standard Version)
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the
one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the
name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”
MESSAGE
Welcome, Everyone!
CALL TO PRAYER
Spirit Song

Emma Olmsted

Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano
John Wimber

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Patrick Collins

HYMN
Let Us Build a House (All are Welcome)
Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
Refrain:
all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek
to dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God’s grace;
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: (Refrain)
Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured,
taught and claimed as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace;
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: (Refrain)
BENEDICTION
RESPONSE
Go Now In Peace
POSTLUDE
O Lux Beatas

Rev. Patrick Collins
Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano
C. S. Symons

Matthias Weckmann (1616-1674)

All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

The Rummage Room is open for business!
Our new business hours are
Monday - Thursday - 11am-3pm
Closed Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
Donation Hours are now
Wednesday and Thursday 11am-3pm
We are running on limited volunteers so please only donate on the days allocated.

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich
108 Sound Beach Avenue
Old Greenwich CT 06870
203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org
Ministers: The members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich
Senior Pastor: Reverend Patrick Collins
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care: Reverend Avery C. Manchester
Minister of Music: Dr. Craig Scott Symons
Director of Faith Formation: Rosemary Lamie
Director of Church Administration and Finance: Steve Summerton
Director of Membership: Ginny Breismeister
Parish Nurse: Susan Asselin, RN
Director of Preschool: Darla Kohler Steiner
Preschool Administrative Assistant: Melanie Garnett
Administrative Assistant: Wendy Spezzano
Database Administrative Assistant: Sue Wilder
Pastors Emeriti: Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Reverend Sally Colegrove

