Spirit of Unity
Sunday, May 31, 2020
10:00 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and
affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and
employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational Church of
If you are virtually joining us this morning, we want to welcome you!
Greenwich. Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community
We hope this live stream finds you in good health.
Hour.
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
FIRST
CHURCH CONNECTS WITH YOU DURING THE WEEK:
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
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Download the bulletin HERE and join us and others in virtual
fellowship.
Monday:
Music on Mondays (e-blast by Craig Symons)
Wednesday: Wisdom on Wednesdays (e-blast by Rev. Patrick Collins)
Thursday:
Faith Formation at Home for All and Faith Formation for Children,
Youth and Families (e-blasts by Rosemary Lamie, Director of Faith
Formation)
Friday:
Fridays on Facebook (live @ 3:00 pm with Rev. Patrick Collins)
Please make sure your email is on our list of recipients. If you are not on our
mailing list, send your address to dalindar@fccog.org. Thanks!
_________________________
Please note:
First Church and The Rummage Room remain closed until further notice.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CALL TO COMMUNITY
•
•
•

Rev. Patrick Collins

Using your Smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256
OR click HERE to access the online giving webpage
OR scan the QR code below using your Smartphone’s QR reader

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Shari Shapiro, Kids in Crisis

PRELUDE
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, pianist
Improvisation on ”Veni Creator Spiritus” (Come Holy Spirit)
CALL TO WORSHIP
Rev. Patrick Collins
One: The Spirit descends like a dove, bringing peace to unite the world.
All: The Spirit comes like a breath, bringing life to renew the people of God.
One: The Spirit spreads like fire, bringing energy for witnessing to the love of God.
All: Spirit of the living God, come to us and transform our lives by your power.
HYMN
There’s a Spirit in the Air
There's a spirit in the air,
Telling Christians ev'rywhere:
"Praise the love that Christ revealed,
Living, working in our world!"
Lose your shyness, find your tongue,
Tell the world what God has done:
God in Christ has come to stay.
Live tomorrow's life today!

Still the Spirit gives us light,
Seeing wrong and setting right:
God in Christ has come to stay.
Live tomorrow's life today!
There's a spirit in the air,
Calling people ev'rywhere:
Praise the love that Christ revealed,
living, working in our world!
GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)
In this act of prayer, O God, our lives are opened to you, and with them, our
world. We pray that your spirit would whisper through every heart and every
place where the voice of your presence is silent. We ask that your spirit would
challenge and empower all who are weak, broken, diseased or weeping. We
long for your spirit to unite all to think, speak and live as true imitators of
Christ. May our world and all who live in it know peace, healing and
reconciliation with you and with each other. Through the mighty power of the
Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen
SOLO
The Lord’s Prayer
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST LESSON
1 Peter 3: 8-17 (Common English Bible)

Thomas Woodman, baritone
Albert Malotte (1895-1964)
Rosemary Lamie
Helen Ingraham

Finally, all of you be of one mind, sympathetic, lovers of your fellow believers,
compassionate, and modest in your opinion of yourselves. Don’t pay back evil for
evil or insult for insult. Instead, give blessing in return. You were called to do this
so that you might inherit a blessing.
For those who want to love life
and see good days
should keep their tongue from evil speaking
and their lips from speaking lies.
They should shun evil and do good;

seek peace and chase after it.
The Lord’s eyes are on the righteous
and his ears are open to their prayers.
But the Lord cannot tolerate those who do evil.
Who will harm you if you are zealous for good? But happy are you, even if you
suffer because of righteousness! Don’t be terrified or upset by them. Instead,
regard Christ the Lord as holy in your hearts. Whenever anyone asks you to speak
of your hope, be ready to defend it. Yet do this with respectful humility,
maintaining a good conscience. Act in this way so that those who malign your
good lifestyle in Christ may be ashamed when they slander you. It is better to
suffer for doing good (if this could possibly be God’s will) than for doing evil.
SOLO
Every Time I Feel the Spirit

Thomas Woodman, baritone
Hall Johnson (1888-1970)

THE STORY OF PENTECOST: A MULTIMEDIA STORY
Acts 2:1-21 (Common English Bible)
When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a
sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where
they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting
on each one of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other languages as the Spirit enabled them to speak.
There were pious Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. When
they heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They were mystified because everyone
heard them speaking in their native languages. They were surprised and amazed,
saying, “Look, aren’t all the people who are speaking Galileans, every one of
them? How then can each of us hear them speaking in our native language?
Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; as well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the regions of
Libya bordering Cyrene; and visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to
Judaism), Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the mighty works of God
in our own languages!” They were all surprised and bewildered. Some asked each
other, “What does this mean?” Others jeered at them, saying, “They’re full of
new wine!”

Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and declared,
“Judeans and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to my
words! These people aren’t drunk, as you suspect; after all, it’s only nine o’clock in
the morning! Rather, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy.
Your young will see visions.
Your elders will dream dreams.
Even upon my servants, men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
I will cause wonders to occur in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and a cloud of smoke.
The sun will be changed into darkness,
and the moon will be changed into blood,
before the great and spectacular day of the Lord comes.
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
MESSAGE
Spirit of Unity

Rev. Patrick Collins

CALL TO PRAYER
Spirit of the Living God
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
HYMN
Sweet, Sweet Spirit
There’s a sweet, sweet spirit in this place,
And I know that it’s the spirit of the Lord;
There are sweet expressions on each face,
And I know they feel the presence of the Lord.

Rev. Jack Perkins Davidson

Refrain:
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet Heavenly Dove,
Stay right here with us, filling us with your love,
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise,
Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived
When we shall leave this place.
There are blessings you cannot receive
till you know that Spirit’s fullness and believe;
you’re the one to profit when you say,
“I am going to stay with Jesus all the way”. (Refrain)
BENEDICTION
MUSICAL RESPONSE
Lead Me, Guide Me

Rev. Patrick Collins
Thomas Woodman, baritone

POSTLUDE
Improvisation on “Majesty”
All hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.
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