Hidden Wholeness
Sunday, April 26, 2020
10:00 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and
affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and
employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational Church of
Greenwich. Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community
Hour.
If you are virtually joining us this morning, we want to welcome you!
We hope this live stream finds you in good health.
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
CHURCH
CONNECTS
WITHrequest.
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We FIRST
are happy
to provide
one upon
You may
get one
from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room.
Sunday:
10 am Worship – Live stream on YouTube or on radio at WGCH
(actual radio stations are 1490 AM or 105.5 FM).
Download the bulletin HERE and join us and others in virtual
fellowship.
Monday:

Music on Mondays (e-blast by Craig Symons)

Wednesday: Wisdom on Wednesdays (e-blast by Rev. Patrick Collins)
Thursday:

Faith Formation at Home for All (e-blast by Rosemary Lamie,
Director of Faith Formation)

Friday:

Fridays on Facebook (live @ 3:00 pm with Rev. Patrick Collins)

Please make sure your email is on our list of recipients. If you are not on our
mailing list, send your address to dalindar@fccog.org. Thanks!
__________________________
Please note: First Church and The Rummage Room are closed until further
notice. No donations are being accepted at this time. Please do not bring
anything to the church or the store as there will be no-one to receive your
donation. Thank you!

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE
Grand Plein Jeu
CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
All:
One:
All:

Rev. Patrick Collins
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist
Louis-Nicolas Clérambault (1676-1749)
Rev. Patrick Collins

We need your presence on the long road, Lord.
The road between fear and hope, the road between the place where all
is lost and the place of resurrection.
Like the disciples walking the road to Emmaus, we are in need of your
company!
Jesus, stand among us, in your risen power, let this be a sacred time of
worship.

HYMN
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)
We enter a virtual gathering space once again this season. We worship together in spirit
and in truth, though not in person. We pray, sing, and listen to God’s Word despite the
fear that pervades our community. We trust Christ’s love and grace, given freely, despite
our doubts and fears.
We know the Holy Spirit is among us. We feel the presence of Christ. We submit to God’s
leading in this time of transformation. We experience the joy of Easter morning when we
celebrate all God has in store for us.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Collins Family

FIRST LESSON
Acts 2:14, 36-41
Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and declared,
“Judeans and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to my
words!
“Therefore, let all Israel know beyond question that God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
When the crowd heard this, they were deeply troubled. They said to Peter and the
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
Peter replied, “Change your hearts and lives. Each of you must be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. This promise is for you, your children, and for all who are far
away—as many as the Lord our God invites.” With many other words he testified
to them and encouraged them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse
generation.” Those who accepted Peter’s message were baptized. God brought
about three thousand people into the community on that day.
SOLO
One Pair of Hands

Carol Woodman, soprano
Campbell/Kurtz

SECOND LESSON
Luke 24:13-35 (The Message)
That same day two of them were walking to the village Emmaus, about seven
miles out of Jerusalem. They were deep in conversation, going over all these
things that had happened. In the middle of their talk and questions, Jesus came up
and walked along with them. But they were not able to recognize who he was.
He asked, “What’s this you’re discussing so intently as you walk along?”
They just stood there, long-faced, like they had lost their best friend. Then one of
them, his name was Cleopas, said, “Are you the only one in Jerusalem who hasn’t
heard what’s happened during the last few days?”
He said, “What has happened?”
They said, “The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene. He was a man of
God, a prophet, dynamic in work and word, blessed by both God and all the
people. Then our high priests and leaders betrayed him, got him sentenced to

death, and crucified him. And we had our hopes up that he was the One, the One
about to deliver Israel. And it is now the third day since it happened. But now
some of our women have completely confused us. Early this morning they were at
the tomb and couldn’t find his body. They came back with the story that they had
seen a vision of angels who said he was alive. Some of our friends went off to the
tomb to check and found it empty just as the women said, but they didn’t see
Jesus.”
Then he said to them, “So thick-headed! So slow-hearted! Why can’t you simply
believe all that the prophets said? Don’t you see that these things had to happen,
that the Messiah had to suffer and only then enter into his glory?” Then he started
at the beginning, with the Books of Moses, and went on through all the Prophets,
pointing out everything in the Scriptures that referred to him.
They came to the edge of the village where they were headed. He acted as if he
were going on but they pressed him: “Stay and have supper with us. It’s nearly
evening; the day is done.” So he went in with them. And here is what happened:
He sat down at the table with them. Taking the bread, he blessed and broke and
gave it to them. At that moment, open-eyed, wide-eyed, they recognized him.
And then he disappeared.
Back and forth they talked. “Didn’t we feel on fire as he conversed with us on the
road, as he opened up the Scriptures for us?”
They didn’t waste a minute. They were up and on their way back to Jerusalem.
They found the Eleven and their friends gathered together, talking away: “It’s
really happened! The Master has been raised up—Simon saw him!”
Then the two went over everything that happened on the road and how they
recognized him when he broke the bread.
MESSAGE
Hidden Wholeness

Rev. Patrick Collins

MULTIMEDIA REFLECTION
Angels Visit When We Sing

From Beckenhorst Press
Tom Trenney

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Susie Craig

CALL TO OFFERING

ORGAN OFFERTORY
Basse et Dessus de Trompette (Bass and Treble of the Trumpet)

Clérambault

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN
Abide With Me
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
Allegro

Rev. Patrick Collins

César Franck (1822-1890)
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