Breathing in Life

Sunday, March 9, 2020
10:00 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming;
open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment,
and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational Church of Greenwich.
Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community Hour.
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
We are happy to provide one upon request. You may also get one
from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE
O Lamm Gottes, Unschuldig BWV 618

Steven Russell, Guest director/organist
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

CALL TO COMMUNITY

Rev. Patrick Collins

(please sign and pass the red fellowship pad found at the end of your row.)

CALL TO WORSHIP*
One: Praise the God of all Creation!
All: Praise God in the sanctuary.
One: Praise God in the vault of the heavens.
All: Praise God in the earth and skies.
One: Sing praises to the Most High.
All: Shout and sing praises to God.
One: We have witnessed God’s mighty acts.
All: We have seen God’s greatness.
One: Let everything that breathes praise the Lord.
All: Let everything that draws breath praise God!

Rev. Patrick Collins

CHORAL INTROIT
HYMN*
When in Our Music God is Glorified

New Century (black) Hymnal #561

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)

Rev. Avery C. Manchester

In the beginning God created all things, and God saw that they were good. At our
beginning, God created us unique and irreplaceable, loved and wanted by God, known
and treasured by God even before we were created. In all our new beginnings, God
creates something new so we will seek God in the freshness of this morning, in the
laughter of friends, in the colors of creation, and in this beautiful place. Amen.
LENTEN RESPONSE
O God, The Creator (verse 1 only)

New Century (black) Hymnal #291

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Rosemary Lamie

*All who are able, please rise.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Children will now leave to go to their Church School classes in the Preschool classrooms. Parents are welcome
to accompany their children and return to the service. Baby Nursery & Toddler Room in the Red Door and 3’s
and 4’s are in the Blue Door; Kindergarten and 1st grade in the Rainbow Door; 2nd grade in the Gold Door; 3rd
grade in the Purple Door; 4th, 5th & 6th grades in the Green Door.

HYMN*
Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me!
This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.
Refrain:
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me still today, Walking with me on my way,
Wanting as a friend to give Light and love to all who live. (Refrain)
FIRST LESSON
Barbara Norrgard
Genesis 1: 6-8 (New Revised Standard Version)
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the
dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky.
And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
ANTHEM
The Marv’lous Works (from Creation)

The Chancel Choir
F. J. Haydn
Hanna Golodinskii, soprano

SECOND LESSON
Ezekiel 37: 1-10 (Common English Bible)
The Lord’s power overcame me, and while I was in the Lord’s spirit, he led me out and set me
down in the middle of a certain valley. It was full of bones. He led me through them all around,
and I saw that there were a great many of them on the valley floor, and they were very dry.
*All who are able, please rise.

He asked me, “Human one, can these bones live again?”
I said, “Lord God, only you know.”
He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, Dry bones, hear the Lord’s word!
The Lord God proclaims to these bones: I am about to put breath in you, and you will live
again. I will put sinews on you, place flesh on you, and cover you with skin. When I put breath
in you, and you come to life, you will know that I am the Lord.”
I prophesied just as I was commanded. There was a great noise as I was prophesying, then a
great quaking, and the bones came together, bone by bone. When I looked, suddenly there
were sinews on them. The flesh appeared, and then they were covered over with skin. But
there was still no breath in them.
He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, human one! Say to the breath, The Lord
God proclaims: Come from the four winds, breath! Breathe into these dead bodies and let
them live.”
I prophesied just as he commanded me. When the breath entered them, they came to life and
stood on their feet, an extraordinarily large company.
MESSAGE
Breathing in Life

Rev. Patrick Collins

HYMN*
Breathe on Me, Breath of God

New Century (black) Hymnal #292

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Avery C. Manchester

CALL TO OFFERING

Mariann Ekernas

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Laudate Pueri (from Solemn Vespers)
Based on Psalm 113
Praise, o ye servants of the Lord,
Praise the name of the Lord.
Blessed be the name of the Lord
From this time forth and for evermore.
From the rising of the sun unto the going down
Of the same the Lord‚s name is to be praised.
The Lord is high above all nations,
And his glory above the heavens.
Who is like unto the Lord our God,
Who dwelleth on high?
Who humbleth himself to behold the things
That are in heaven, and in the earth?

The Chancel Choir
W. A. Mozart
He raiseth up the poor out of the dust,
And lifteth the needy out of the dunghill;
That he may set him with princes,
Even with the princes of his people.
He makes the barren woman to keep house,
And to be a joyful mother of children.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son,
And to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be;
World without end.
Amen.

*All who are able, please rise.

DOXOLOGY*
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Mariann Ekernas

HYMN*
Love Divine, All Love Excelling

New Century (black) Hymnal #43

BENEDICTION

Rev. Patrick Collins

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE
Wir danken dir, Herr Jesu Christ

J. S. Bach
*All who are able, please rise,

The flowers in the Meetinghouse are given in loving memory of Lydia and Ed Perzanoski by Debi and Jay Shaw.
•
Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Chapel
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern.

WE WELCOME ALL.
OUR PRAYGROUND ROCKS!
We’ve created a space where children and others can move a bit during worship.
Our “Prayground” is located in the back of the chapel (right side of the
Meetinghouse). There’s a rug, a few quiet play things, and pillows for propping.
There are rocking chairs for anyone who finds the movement soothing. Additional
children’s books are on the bookshelves near the back of the chapel.
TO OUR PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS
God put the wiggle in children... Do not feel you have to suppress it during worship. The
presence of all God’s children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for all. Jesus said, “Let
the children come to me.” At First Church we believe that the way we welcome children in
worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the church, and to one another. To the
members of our congregation, please know that a smile of encouragement is always welcome
to parents with small, active children.

For those who are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers every
Sunday, for the entirety of the church service, in the preschool classrooms.
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on 105.5FM (please note the transmission is
weak on the west side of Greenwich) or you can stream it online at WGCH.com. In addition,
the service is available through a link on the church’s website at www.fccog.org. A bulletin is
there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous sermon recordings are also available.
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First
Congregational Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel.

NEWS & NOTICES
TODAY
CHURCH SCHOOL
Regular Church School Sunday for all classes. Note to the parents of 3rd graders,
remember to RSVP ASAP to Rosemary for the March 29th Bible Breakfast.
CHOIR REHEARSALS
Cherub Choir: Rainbow Room (Lower Level) 11:15-11:45 am
Youth Choir: Choir Room (3rd Floor) 11:15 am -12:15 pm
PARISH NURSE
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings and health consultations
following today’s worship service, in her office (to the right of the Auditorium stage).
During the week, she is available by appointment, which can be made by calling ext. 821.

UPCOMING
LENTEN COMMUNITY DINNER #3
March 4th at 6:00 pm in the Auditorium
Topic: For the Love Over and Around Us with Susie Baker, and hosted by the Welcoming
Committee. Sign up at www.fccog.org/event/lenten-community-dinner.
LENTEN ORGAN RECITAL SERIES CONTINUES
Every Thursday through Thursday, April 2nd in the Meetinghouse
To showcase the recent renovation and upgrades completed on our 1978 Austin
pipe organ, we will present a free, 30-minute recital from 12:15-12:45, followed
by a simple soup and sandwich lunch in the Auditorium. Free will donations happily accepted to
defray the cost of the meals.
Scheduled recitalists are:

3/12:
3/19:
3/26:
4/2:

Leslie Smith, Director of Music, Round Hill Community Church, Greenwich
David Johnson, Director of Music, St. Paul’s, Riverside
Dr. Liya Petrides, Director of Music, St. Catherine Church, Riverside
Dr. Craig Scott Symons

Join us for these special recitals and make your Lenten journey more reflective during the
hectic pace of a busy week.
“Resilience: The Biology of Stress & The Science of Hope”
TOMORROW, Monday, March 9 at 6:30 - 8:30 pm in the Meetinghouse
Timely documentary about Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and Toxic Stress. Experts
and practitioners are proving what's predictable is preventable.
With special guest David Rabin, CEO of Greenwich United Way and a special presentation by
Dr. Alice Forrester, Executive Director of Clifford Beers Clinic in New Haven, CT. Cosponsored by the First Church Preschool and First Church. RSVP at darlak@fccog.org.
CPR CERTIFICATION CLASS
Saturday, March 14 or Saturday March 21, 9:00 to 12:00 pm
Greenwich EMS instructors will teach American Heart Association CPR,
including the use of an AED (defibrillator). Free of charge to church members and others who
frequent our church, with free will offering greatly appreciated to cover cost. Class is
appropriate for first-time students as well as those seeking re-certification. Participants need
only attend one class. To register or ask questions, contact your parish nurse: Sue Asselin, at
extension 821 or email Susana@fccog.org.
COMBINED CHOIR CONCERT AT ST. PAUL’S IN RIVERSIDE
Sunday, March 15, 3:00 pm
The combined choirs of St. Paul, Riverside, St. Catherine, Riverside, and our First Church
Chancel Choir will present a concert at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in March. The 60-voice
choir will sing the Solemn Vespers by W. A. Mozart, accompanied by a chamber orchestra, and
will feature the professional soloists from all three churches. The program also includes
Mozart's famous Ave verum corpus, plus two works by Rachmaninoff and Ippolitov-Ivanov.
Each of the three directors will conduct segments of the program. The concert is free and
everyone is welcome! Contact craigs@fccog.org for more info.
BY REQUEST! A FUNDRAISING CONCERT FOR BAREFOOT THEATER
Saturday, March 21, 7:30 pm
The professional musicians of First Church will be performing in the Meetinghouse in a
fundraiser for Barefoot Theater’s special show in April. Hanna Golodinskii, Linnea Conley,
Daniel Young, Thomas Woodman, and Carol Woodman, will be singing your favorite tunes in
a program that will entertain everyone! A twist for this program is that you can request a
particular song! For a donation of $50, you can request the song and singer, and we will do our

best to accommodate that request. You can sign up two ways: stop by the table in
Community Hour after worship today, or email Craig at craigs@fccog.org.
Admission for this program is $20 per person. Youth in high school and under are always free!
QUARTERLY INFORMATION MEETING 3/22/20
The Church Council invites you to attend a Quarterly Information Meeting on Sunday, March
22nd after the Worship Service. Come and get an update on major topics that the Church
Council has been working on, and ask your questions. We will meet in the Meetinghouse
approximately 15 minutes after the end of the Worship Service. So grab a cup of coffee and a
cookie and say a quick "hello" to friends, and then come to the Meetinghouse for a time of
information and questions.
INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT JOINING FIRST CHURCH?
Join us for the New Member Information Gathering on Sunday, March 22nd,
at 11:20 am in the Senior Pastor’s office (duration is approximately 1 hour). The
opportunity to join will be Sunday, March 29th during the 10:00 am worship service.
FIRST CHURCH VOLUNTEER DAY AT NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR
Our next First Church Day at Neighbor to Neighbor is Saturday, March 21st for two shifts 8:30
to 10:30 am and 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. A few of our “regulars” will be at CPR training, so we
will need extra help this time. No experience necessary, on-the- job training is given joyfully.
Help is needed in both the Food Pantry and the Clothing “Store”. Sign up at
www.fccog.org/event/volunteer-day
SERVICE SUNDAY PROJECT
Sunday, April 19, 2020
Once again, our congregation will come together to make
a difference for those in need by participating in a food-packaging event with Rise
Against Hunger to provide thousands of meals on Service Sunday, April 19, 2020. Mark the
date and be part of this amazing operation.
ENROLLMENT FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR IS OPEN!
NEW PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AGES 2-5 FEATURING OUR NATURE CLASSROOM
For more information, please visit our website www.firstchurchpreschool.org
or contact Melanie at melanieg@fccog.org.

A WORD ON HEALTH & SAFETY AT FCCOG
Dear First Church friends,
With the concerns about the COVID-19 virus being so prevalent these days, we wanted to let
you know that we are doing what we can in order to help maintain a safe and healthy
environment at First Church.
We are following the suggestions and guidelines being put forth by the Greenwich
Department of Health. The Center for Disease Control (info at cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/index.html) and the CT Department of Health have compiled helpful information and
tips on travel and how to prevent infection, and how to keep homes and workplaces safe from
illness, and what to do in the event of an outbreak in your community. Yale New Haven
Health (the system to which Greenwich Hospital belongs) also has an informative website at
www.ynhhs.org/patient-care/urgent-care/flu-or-coronavirus
Similar to the preventative measures taken to prevent the regular flu, the steps we
recommend to our parishioners to minimize the spread of germs are the following:
•

Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

•

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.

•

Stay home when you are sick (including fever, uncontrollable cough, runny nose).

•

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue and throw the tissue in the trash. Cough into
the inside of your elbow if no tissue is available.

•

Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household
cleaning spray or disinfectant wipe.

•

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after
going to the bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your nose, coughing, or
sneezing. If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer
with at least 60% alcohol.

•

We ask those who have recently traveled to areas of outbreak (Italy, Iran, China, Japan,
Korea, Washington State, California) to not attend church for two weeks.

We also want to reassure everyone that our sextons are doing an extra thorough cleaning of
our common spaces, stairwell railings and doorknobs on a daily basis. We are grateful for their
hard work and added support. We appreciate your cooperation in helping us support the
wellbeing of everyone in the FCCOG community.
If you can’t make it to our Sunday services, please go to youtube.com and enter “FCCOG” in
the keyword field. You can livestream the entire service.
We will continue to share updates as we become aware of them. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact Susan Asselin, RN, Parish Nurse (Susana@fccog.org) or Rev. Patrick
Collins (Patrickc@fccog.org) or call them at 203-637-1791, Sue x 821, Patrick x 834.

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich • 203-637-1875
www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room
The Rummage Room will open at 1:00 pm on Monday, March 9th.
We are re-stocking the store with everything SPRING.
Come take a look. We have fabulous items for everyone.
Manager Leanne’s wish list:
Women’s Spring Blouses, Children's Shoes, Small Electronics
Shop Hours:
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm

Donations accepted:
Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
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