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First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming;
open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment,
and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational Church of Greenwich.
Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community Hour.
If you are virtually joining us this morning, we want to welcome you!
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
We hope this live stream finds you in good health.
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
We are happy to provide one upon request. You may also get one
from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CALL TO COMMUNITY
PRELUDE
Pavane

Rev. Patrick Collins
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist
Alan Ridout (1934-1996)

SUSTAINABILITY MOMENT
CALL TO WORSHIP*

Gia Burton
Rev. Patrick Collins

One:

In the midst of uncertainty, illness, unemployment, debt, fear and all the hardships of life,
why have you come to worship?

All:

We come because Scripture reminds us that no suffering or pain can separate us from
God.

One:

I hear the Prophet calling, "Arise, shine for your light has come!"

All:

We are ready for that bright light from God to light our way.

One:

We see that light in Jesus, God-with-Us, and we recognize that light in our lives, too

All:

How do we recognize that light?

One:

In compassion for all, in justice for the poor, in welcome for the stranger we shine God’s
light into the world.

All:

So come let us bring the joys and hardships of life to worship and celebrate that God’s
light is already with us and within us.

HYMN*
The Church of Christ, in Every Age
The Church of Christ in ev'ry age
Beset by change but Spirit led,
Must claim and test its heritage
And keep on rising from the dead.
Across the world, across the street,
The victims of injustice cry
For shelter and for bread to eat,
And never live before they die.
Then let the servant Church arise,
A caring Church that longs to be
A partner in Christ's sacrifice,
And clothed in Christ's humanity.
GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)
Our souls wait in silence, separated and disjointed. Our hope for healing and restoration rests in
God; our rock, our salvation and our refuge. We will not be shaken. In this time of worship, we
pour out our hearts because we trust in God’s steadfast love and the love, which binds us
together as one community.
LENTEN RESPONSE
O God, the Creator, the Three in One,
The Creator of earth and moon and sun,
You have loved and protected us since time first begun,
And we’re brothers and sisters in God’s love, in God’s love,
And we’re brothers and sisters in God’s love.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
FIRST LESSON

Matthew 6: 25-34

“Therefore, I say to you, don’t worry about your life, what you’ll eat or what you’ll drink, or about
your body, what you’ll wear. Isn’t life more than food and the body more than clothes? Look at the
birds in the sky. They don’t sow seed or harvest grain or gather crops into barns. Yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Aren’t you worth much more than they are? Who among you by worrying can add
a single moment to your life? And why do you worry about clothes? Notice how the lilies in the field
grow. They don’t wear themselves out with work, and they don’t spin cloth. But I say to you that even
Solomon in all of his splendor wasn’t dressed like one of these. If God dresses grass in the field so

beautifully, even though it’s alive today and tomorrow it’s thrown into the furnace, won’t God do
much more for you, you people of weak faith? Therefore, don’t worry and say, ‘What are we going to
eat?’ or ‘What are we going to drink?’ or ‘What are we going to wear?’ Gentiles long for all these
things. Your heavenly Father knows that you need them. Instead, desire first and foremost God’s
kingdom and God’s righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore,
stop worrying about tomorrow, because tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own.
SOLO
With Thee th’unshelter’d Moor I’d Tread (from Samson)
SECOND LESSON

Hanna Golodinskii, soprano
G. F. Handel (1685-1759)
Job 2: 7-13 (Common English Bible)

The Adversary departed from the Lord’s presence and struck Job with severe sores from the sole of
his foot to the top of his head. Job took a piece of broken pottery to scratch himself and sat down on
a mound of ashes. Job’s wife said to him, “Are you still clinging to your integrity? Curse[a] God, and
die.”
Job said to her, “You’re talking like a foolish woman. Will we receive good from God but not also
receive bad?” In all this, Job didn’t sin with his lips.
When Job’s three friends heard about all this disaster that had happened to him, they came, each
one from his home. They agreed to come so they could console and comfort him. When they looked
up from a distance and didn’t recognize him, they wept loudly. Each one tore his garment and
scattered dust above his head toward the sky. They sat with Job on the ground seven days and seven
nights, not speaking a word to him, for they saw that he was in excruciating pain.
MESSAGE
On Being
HYMN*
God of the Sparrow
God of the sparrow God of the whale
God of the swirling stars
How does the creature say Awe
How does the creature say Praise
God of the earthquake God of the storm
God of the trumpet blast
How does the creature cry Woe
How does the creature cry Save
God of the rainbow God of the cross
God of the empty grave
How does the creature say Grace
How does the creature say Thanks

Rev. Patrick Collins

God of the hungry God of the sick
God of the prodigal
How does the creature say Care
How does the creature say Life
God of the neighbor God of the foe
God of the pruning hook
How does the creature say Love
How does the creature say Peace
God of the ages God near at hand
God of the loving heart
How do your children say Joy
How do your children say Home
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

William DeHaven

CALL TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY SOLO
Ave Maria

Hanna Golodinskii, soprano
Vladimir Vavilov (1925-1973)

DOXOLOGY*
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN*
God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens
God, who stretched the spangled heavens
Infinite in time and place,
Flung the suns in burning radiance
Through the silent fields of space:
We, your children in your likeness,
Share inventive pow'rs with you;
Great Creator, still creating,
Show us what we yet may do.
We have ventured worlds undreamed of
Since the childhood of our race;
Known the ecstasy of winging
Through untraveled realms of space;

Probed the secrets of the atom,
Yielding unimagined pow'r,
Facing us with life’s destruction
Or our most triumphant hour.
As each far horizon beckons,
May it challenge us anew:
Children of creative purpose,
Serving others, hon'ring you.
May our dreams prove rich with promise;
Each endeavor well begun;
Great Creator, give us guidance
Till our goals and yours are one.
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
O thou, of God the Father

Rev. Patrick Collins

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
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