UNEXPECTED GIFTS

Sunday, January 5, 2020
10:00 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and
affirming to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment,
and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to our service of worship at First Church of Greenwich. Please join us in
the auditorium after worship for our Community Hour.
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
We are happy to provide one upon request. You may also get one
from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room.
___________________________________________________________
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE
Carol Rhapsody
CALL TO COMMUNITY

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ
Richard Purvis (1913-1994)
Rev. Patrick Collins

(please sign and pass the red fellowship pad found at the end of your row.)

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP
Mary Had a Baby
		
		

The Cherub Choir
Traditional Spiritual
Carol Woodman, director
Debbie Berner, piano

CALL TO WORSHIP
Rev. Patrick Collins
One: O come, let us worship God and consider what wondrous things God 			
has done.
All:
The Magi who studied the heavens followed a guiding star!
One: O come, let us worship God and consider what wondrous things God 			
has done.
All:
The people who lived in the shadows saw a glorious light!
One: O come, let us worship God and consider what wondrous things God 			
has done.
All:
The Christ who embodied the Word unveiled the hidden plan, 			
revealing to us all the good news of the gospel!
One: O come, let us worship God and consider what wondrous things God 			
has done.
HYMN*
We Three Kings

Pilgrim (red) Hymnal #143

GATHERING PRAYER (In unison)
Rev. Avery C. Manchester
Light of Christ, awaken us this hour to the glory of your presence
in our midst. Shine among us in such a way that the gloom without
and within may be pushed back, such that we might truly see what
is really real. Help us to recognize our sin for what it is. Enable us
to behold the world as you created it to be, as you created us to be.
Empower us to move from doubt to light, from sin to new life. May
your light within us shine through into worship this day, as all days.
This we pray in the name of the Word made flesh, the light which is
the light of all people. Jesus Christ. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Rosemary Lamie

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
All children will now leave to go to their Church School classes in the Preschool
classrooms. Parents are welcome to accompany their children and return to the service.
Baby Nursery & Toddler Room in the Red Door and 3’s and 4’s are in the Blue Door;
Kindergarten and 1st grade in the Rainbow Door; 2nd grade in the Gold Door; 3rd grade
in the Purple Door; 4th, 5th & 6th grades in the Green Door.

HYMN*
Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me!
This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.
Refrain:
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me still today, Walking with me on my way,
Wanting as a friend to give Light and love to all who live. (Refrain)
FIRST LESSON
Journey of the Magi
A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of the year
For a journey, and such a long journey:
The ways deep and the weather sharp,
The very dead of winter.’
And the camels galled, sorefooted, refractory,
Lying down in the melting snow.
There were times we regretted
The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces,
And the silken girls bringing sherbet.
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling
and running away, and wanting their liquor and women,
And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters,
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly

Lynn Robertson
by T.S. Eliot

And the villages dirty and charging high prices:
A hard time we had of it.
At the end we preferred to travel all night,
Sleeping in snatches,
With the voices singing in our ears, saying
That this was all folly.
Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley,
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation;
With a running stream and a water-mill beating the darkness,
And three trees on the low sky,
And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow.
Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel,
Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver,
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins.
But there was no information, and so we continued
And arriving at evening, not a moment too soon
Finding the place; it was (you might say) satisfactory.
All this was a long time ago, I remember,
And I would do it again, but set down
This set down
This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,
But had thought they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.
From Collected Poems 1909-1962, by permission of the publisher Faber & Faber Ltd.

ANTHEM
Brightest and Best  

The Chancel Choir
Richard Shephard (b. 1949)

SECOND LESSON
Matthew 2:1-12 (Common English Bible)

Rev. Patrick Collins

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule
of King Herod, magi came from the east to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where
is the newborn king of the Jews? We’ve seen his star in the east, and we’ve
come to honor him.”
When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem
was troubled with him. He gathered all the chief priests and the legal
experts and asked them where the Christ was to be born. They said, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote:
You, Bethlehem, land of Judah,
        by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah,
            because from you will come one who governs,
            who will shepherd my people Israel.”
Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time
when the star had first appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search carefully for the child. When you’ve found him, report to me so
that I too may go and honor him.” When they heard the king, they went;
and look, the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it
stood over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they
were filled with joy. They entered the house and saw the child with Mary his
mother. Falling to their knees, they honored him. Then they opened their
treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. Because they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
went back to their own country by another route.
MESSAGE
Unexpected Gifts

Rev. Patrick Collins

HYMN*
Who Would Think That What Was Needed

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454 All rights reserved.
Tune: Arr. by John Bell; © WGRG, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc.
Text: ©WGRG, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc.

PASTORAL PRAYER

Rev. Avery C. Manchester

CALL TO OFFERING

Jenny Gartner

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Where is this Stupendous Stranger?
DOXOLOGY*

The Chancel Choir
Thomas Gibbs (b. 1943)

Pilgrim (red) Hymnal #515
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Jenny Gartner

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
INVITATION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

(Today’s communion will be by intinction. Congregants are invited to come forward
down the center aisle to one of the communion stations at the front, receive the bread
(gluten-free), dip in the cup and partake. Those who need to stay in their chair should
indicate their need to be served there to one of the ushers or greeters. Someone will
come to serve you.)

UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Gracious God, in gratitude, in deep gratitude, for this moment, this
meal, these people. We give ourselves to you. Take us out to live as
changed people because we have shared this sacrament and cannot
remain the same. Ask much of us, expect much from us, enable
much by us, encourage many through us. Amen.
HYMN*
Arise, Your Light is Come

New Century (black) Hymnal #164

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE
On Christmas Night

Noel Rawsthorne (b. 1929)

Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Meetinghouse
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern.

A NOTE ABOUT WELCOMING CHILDREN
To our parents: God put the wiggle in children... do not feel you have to suppress it
during worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which offers hope
for all. Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” At First Church we believe that the
way we welcome children in worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the
church, and to one another. TO the of our congregation, please now that a smile of
encouragement is always welcome to parents with small, active children. If you are
interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers in the preschool
classrooms every Sunday for the entirety of the worship service.
Radio Ministry
The 10 am service is broadcast live each week on 105.5 FM Radio or stream the station
on WGCH.com. In addition, the service is available through the church’s website at www.
fccog.org. A bulletin is there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous sermon
recordings are also available.
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First Congregational
Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel.

NEWS & NOTICES
TODAY
CHURCH SCHOOL
This Sunday we return to our usual Church School Schedule. Child Care is in the
Preschool Red Door. All other class locations are in the bulletin at the point when the
children leave worship.
COMING UP
First Church Volunteer Day at Neighbor to Neighbor on Saturday, January 18th anytime
between 8:30 am and 12:30 pm. Usual shifts are for two hours starting at either
8:30 or 10:30 but because this is a school holiday weekend, we may have fewer
volunteers available. So we will be happy for any time you can give. Please sign up at
www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0948a8af2da6f85-preparing or contact Rosemary at
rosemaryl@fccog.org for more information.
CHURCH CHOIRS
Cherub Choir: 11:15-11:45 am, Rainbow Room (Lower level)
Children’s Choir: 11:15 am- 12 pm, Music Room (3rd floor)
Youth Choir: 11:15 am - 12:15 pm, Choir Room (3rd floor)
OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY
First Church provides the noon meal for our neighbors at New Covenant Center on the
first Monday of the month. Please consider cooking or serving in the New Year. Either
commitment takes about two hours. You can sign up through www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b0948a8af2da6f85-preparing or by contacting Pat Mendelsohn at patmendelsohn@aol.com.

ANNOUNCING THE 2020 “SOUPER BOWL” SUNDAY
SOUP & CHILI SALE
Calling all cooks! It’s time to show-off your soup-making
skills once again by volunteering to make and donate a quart
(or quarts) of soup or chili to benefit the FCCOG Women’s
Fellowship! The sale will take place in the auditorium on Sunday, February 2, 2020
from 11 am to 1 pm. Quarts of homemade soup and chili will be sold for $10 each.
Please sign up to donate after church in the auditorium beginning Sunday, January
5th and continuing for the next several Sundays. Restaurant-style food containers
will be available when you sign up. You may also sign up in the church office. This
annual event has proven to be easy, inexpensive and popular for both those who love
to cook and those who love to eat! This is the only Women’s Fellowship fundraiser for
the year. Please contact Sue Wilder at swilder102@gmail.com for more information.

UPCOMING
A NEW YEAR... A NEW YOU?
Starting this Tuesday, January 7, a new class will help you start the
New Year: Improve Balance and Focus through Tai Chi. This class
is open to all FCCOG members as well as the broader community
every Tuesday morning at 8:30 am.
Taught by Will Morrison, a long-time practitioner and Old Greenwich resident, the course
is intended for all ages and abilities. The class starts with core movements that become
more advanced and transformative as one improves. Simple movements, well-practiced,
improve joint flexibility, rootedness, mental sharpness and health.
Anyone from First Church will be given their first class free. While the value of a class is
thought to be between $10 and $20, future payment is to be made either to FCCOG or
the non-profit River House, a day care center for Seniors. One can also contribute based
on one’s ability. Other non-profits will alternate with River House over time. For more
information, email willmorr@yahoo.com.
About Will Morrison: Since retiring a year and a half ago, Will has been introducing Tai
Chi to new constituencies through Greenwich Continuing Education, The Parsonage
Cottage, the Greenwich Senior Center and YMCA, and Stamford Health’s Sarner
Institute. Students range in age and degrees of mobility and health. He teaches two
types of classes – one that focuses on core balance and focus through easy to learn
movements while the other requires a deeper commitment that yields greater health and
mindfulness benefits through the study of the classic “Form”. Will has been studying the
Cheng Man-Ching’s Tai Chi Short Form with Maggie Newman and Ed Young, his primary
teacher since 1981. Newman and Young were two of Professor Cheng Man-Ching’s most
senior students. The Professor developed an abridged version of the Tai Chi Yang Style
which he brought to New York in the 1960’s to share its transformational and health
benefits with the West. It has become the most popular style world-wide.
Will is the husband of Leslee Asch, a grandfather, and an avid sailor. Raised in Riverside,
he returned to Old Greenwich with his family in 1993.

NEW YEAR! NEW BOOK!
Begin 2020 with a visit to our Book Study Group, Hats Off. We
will begin on Thursday, January 9th in the church lounge from
10-11:30 a.m. Our first read will be Where the Crawdads
Sing by Delia Owens.
Barnes & Noble writes:”The wildlife scientist Delia Owens has found her voice in “Where
the Crawdads Sing”, a painfully beautiful first novel that is at once a murder mystery, a
coming-of-age narrative and a celebration of nature...Owens here surveys the desolate
marshlands of the North Carolina coast through the eyes of an abandoned child.”
Reserve your book with our Greenwich Library. Any questions, please e-mail Debbie
Berner at Debgar1@aol.com.
HOLY COW (Church On Wednesday)
Wednesday, January 29, 2020
We will offer the following programs:
Sheila Bennett will present Low Hanging Fruit, a workshop that is intended to provide
easy to implement actions that can have an immediate impact on your health and can
provide long term benefits including for brain functioning.
Kellie Norrgard will present Floor and Chair Yoga during which Kellie gives great
directions and options for varying your movements as necessary.
Rosemary Lamie and team will offer a community service project designed for all
folks – young and older. Given that this date is close to February 14th, we will make
Valentine’s for our soldiers and veterans.

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM
We are open again after a well-deserved holiday!
Shop Hours
Monday - Friday - 10am-5pm
Saturday - 10am-1pm
Donation Hours
Monday - Thursday - 9.30am-4.30pm
Friday and Saturday - 9.30am-12.30pm
Manager Leanne’s Wish List:
Mens and women’s sweaters, Ladies handbags
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