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"Religious historian Armstrong examines the 
world’s major religions to make her case that 
modern humanity has lost track of what scripture 
meant in the past and, in the process, departed 
from the compassionate heart of those faiths in her 
most profound, important book to date. She notes 
that scriptural narratives had never claimed to be 
accurate factual accounts; therefore, dismissing 
them as having no value because they don’t 
conform to 'modern scientific and historical norms' 
is a mistake. Armstrong traces the development 
of scriptural canons in India and China, as well as 
in the monotheistic faith traditions of Christianity, 
Islam, and Judaism, and how religions grappled 
with social inequity, which she views as inevitable 
in preindustrial economies—and inexcusable now. 
Along the way, she shows how 'in all cultures, 
scripture was essentially a work in progress, 
constantly changing to meet new conditions,' a 
rebuttal to contemporary rigid literalist readings. 
Both nonbelievers and believers will find her 
diagnosis—that most people now read scripture 
to confirm their own views, rather than to achieve 
transformation—on the mark. 'It is essential for 
human survival that we find a way to rediscover 
the sacrality of each human being and resacralise 
our world.' This is an instant classic of accessible 
and relevant religious history."

– Publishers' Weekly, November 5, 2019
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WORSHIP WITH US

Every Sunday at 10:00 am

FCCOG declares itself to be 
open and affirming: open to all 
for participation, membership, 
leadership, and employment, and 
affirming of all who wish to join us 
as children of God. We continue to 
give thanks for God’s guidance in 
our journey of faith.

Avery’s Book Corner

For January 2020, Avery's choice is...

Rescuing the Sacred Texts
by Karen Armstrong 

Karen Armstrong is the foremost historian of all 
that is sacred in every tradition through history. 
She is truly awesome. What a great study for a 
New Year's guide. Let her engage us. She really 
brings true wisdom. How blessed we are by her 
dedication. Let's share it!

A

mailto:dalindar%40fccog.org?subject=
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Before Patrick moved East...

Born outside of St. Louis, Missouri, Patrick’s 
earliest years remain a happy blur. In addition to 
his parents, there was an older sister, Emily, and a 
younger brother, Christopher. Close in age, Patrick 
and Chris engaged in competition and bonding  in 
equal parts. 

When Patrick was eight, the family moved to 
Omaha, Nebraska, where his father was on the 
road much of the time traveling throughout the 
state working for Hallmark Cards. Each summer, 
one of the children traveled with him. His Dad 
was raised in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and his 
mother from the Kansas City area. Both parents 
were raised in the Catholic tradition and Patrick 
and his siblings were enrolled in parochial schools. 
Christmas always began with the opening of gifts 
followed by the celebration of Midnight Mass with 
his maternal grandmother’s family.

In high school at Skutt Catholic, the school day 
usually started at 6AM and ended at 6PM – seven 
classes and sports! For Patrick it was a grind and 
he was not very engaged in his classes. It was a 
happy moment when he started his undergraduate 
education at Nebraska Wesleyan University and 
began to enjoy his classes, especially psychology. 
With this new focus, learning became fun!

Combining interests in psychology and sports led 
Patrick to enroll in a Master’s program in Sport 
Psychology at the University of Missouri. By this 
time, however, he had met Kate. They had shared 
life-guard duties at a local pool for two summers. 
At the end of the second summer, Kate helped him 
pack up his apartment  and move to Columbia, 
Missouri, convinced that she would never see 
him again. To her surprise, Patrick showed up 
the following weekend to return a book he had 
borrowed. And he returned many times over the 
next two years... putting over sixty thousand miles 
on his car traveling back to Omaha, Nebraska to be 
with Kate.

In the Spotlight: Reverend Patrick Collins by Pat GeismarA

Patrick with his siblings Emily and Chris.

From top left, clockwise:
Patrick as a Boy Scout; 
Football at Nebraska 
Wesleyan University; with 
Confirmation Group, 2008; 
Patrick at Pine Ridge Black 
Hills; Patrick and Kate early 
on.
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In The Spotlight, cont'd. 

Top: The Collins wedding; Middle, Halloween with the kids; 
Bottom: The Collins Family 2019: (Front left, clockwise) 
Emmett, Jonah, Kate, Norah, Patrick and Micah.

Patrick had grown away from any association 
with the Catholic Church, straining against their 
rigid dogma and ultra conservative positions. Not 
finding employment to utilize his training in Sport 
Psychology, he accepted a position as Director 
of Youth Ministries at Countryside Community 
Congregational Church. Starting with about ten 
students he grew the program to over one hundred 
kids and their families in seven years. One of the 
highlights of these years was taking his youth 
groups to Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota, 
to work with the tribes there and see first hand the 
incredible poverty of their living conditions.   

He taught Confirmation and Faith Formation 
classes and admits to sometimes being frustrated 
by his “lack of education to put into words what 
he was trying to teach.” And, from time to time, 
a quiet, but persistent voice in the back of his 
mind kept suggesting that maybe he should take 
another look at the ministry. In 2016, he received 
his Masters of Divinity degree with honors from 
the Iliff School of Theology in Denver, Colorado.

Initially, Patrick considered a career as a Military 
Chaplain. During his master program, he held an 
internship at a small church. On graduation, he 
determined that he would seek an opportunity to 
serve in a larger church with multiple staff. And 
then the call came for the position of Associate 
Pastor at First Church.

Now that Patrick has moved East...

Patrick is especially interested in developing a 
dynamic program for the youth, based on his 
experiences at Countryside Church. From course 
work at Iliff, he is  eager to apply what he has 
learned of the unique aspects of administrative 
and financial management of non-profits. He has 
already demonstrated his skills as a preacher, his 
compassion as a pastor and his imagination into 
many ways we experience God in our lives.

His leisure reading is primarily non-fiction or 
historical fiction. With an active young family, those 
moments are probably limited. However, Patrick is 
faithful to an exercise regime of weight-lifting and, 
weather permitting, long bike rides.

This is an exciting chapter in the life of FCCOG that 
becomes 355 years old in 2020. Welcome to Patrick 
Collins as our Senior Settled Pastor! 

http://www.fccog.org
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Thank you to all our volunteers, many of who 
worked multiple shifts. A special thank you to Rev. 
Patrick Collins, Charlie Ginste, Bill DeHaven, Mario 
Lotufo, Gia Burton, Bob Mendelsohn, Jan Thalheim, 
Rich Jenkins, and Peter Grunow and his Gro Pro 
team, who were on the scene from set-up through 
final takedowns. Special thanks also to Judy 
Gordon and Sarah Schneider who headed up the 
wreath decorating and to all the dedicated wreath 
makers who contributed to the success of the sale.

To all of you who purchased 
one of the trees or wreaths, 
thank you very much. Your 
participation was integral to 
the success of the project.

As a new year dawns at First Church, why not take 
time to consider volunteering, especially in 3 areas 
where it's most needed? 

Do you like to smile, laugh, and easily converse 
with people? Greeters are the first faces visitors 
encounter when they arrive at First Church. Singles, 
couples, and families are encouraged to help out 
in this important hospitality ministry. Email Ginny 
Breismeister to sign up.

Ushers are the second team of welcoming and 
hospitality that visitors and regular attenders 

IT’S A NEW YEAR! WON’T YOU VOLUNTEER IN A NEW WAY?
encounter each week. Ushering involves passing 
out bulletins, assisting people to their seats, and 
helping visitors find the auditorium and Church School 
classes, as well as taking the offering and “traffic 
control” for communion Sundays. Sign up by clicking 
HERE.

Scripture readers are needed to read on Sunday 
mornings, and the readings are always available 
online by the Friday before your Sunday so you have 
plenty of time to look it. Sign up by clicking HERE. If 
you have any questions, see Andrea Woodman-Osker, 
Senior Deacon, on Sunday mornings or email Craig 
Symons .

Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale Update

From the Outreach Committee 

The 2019 Christmas Tree 
& Wreath Sale was a huge 
success. Our 475 trees and 
200 wreaths sold out in just 
two weekends. Approximately 
150 church members, 
community friends and non-
profit partners volunteered 
and worked together to 
greet and help customers 
select their family’s tree. 
The friendly atmosphere and 

the knowledge that all proceeds of the sale go 
to charity keep our customers 
coming back. This year, grants 
will be given to the designated 
non-profits: Kids in Crisis, the 
Den for Grieving Kids, Building 
One Community, Soundwaters 
Young Mariners STEM Academy, 
Pacific House Young Adults 
Program and Mothers For 
Others. All expenses have not 
yet been tallied, but we expect 
that our donations to our named non-profits will 
exceed last year’s amount of $30,000.

The Christmas Tree & 
Wreath Sale went very 
smoothly given a new 
structure that pulled 
in a number of people 
to take on various 
aspects of the project. 

mailto:ginnyb%40fccog.org?subject=
mailto:ginnyb%40fccog.org?subject=
https://doodle.com/poll/bqtsdvck9qitsq35
https://doodle.com/poll/qvgqvfr65uqnd6rb
mailto:craigs%40fccog.org?subject=Volunteering%20at%20FCCOG
mailto:craigs%40fccog.org?subject=Volunteering%20at%20FCCOG
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Our Next School Break Camp
Is Monday, January 20th

School may be closed on MLK Day, 
but we are planning a day of fun for kids 

and a break for parents!

Children ages 2 - 5 years and their friends will 
participate in a variety of activities for a morning or 
extended day, including:

*Outdoor play on our Nature Classroom
*Games
*Cooking
*Snack & Story Time
*Indoor gym activities
   ...and so much more! 

Our experienced teachers are planning a variety of 
engaging, age appropriate activities for preschool-
ers so they can have a fun day off and you can do 
what you need to!
 
Bring a friend who has the day off from school, too!

First Church Preschool
Children who are not currently enrolled in First 
Church Preschool are welcome to attend our School 
Break Camps, however, the appropriate health and 
emergency contact forms must be completed in full 
and submitted to our office before the start of the 
camp for which the child is enrolled.
 

Check your calendar for the next school 
closing and enroll today!

Our Next One-Day Camp Dates:
President’s Day: Mon., Feb 17th

Good Friday, Fri., April 10th
Memorial Day: Mon., May 25th

Our Next Week Long Camps Dates:
(Each child must be enrolled 
at least 3 days of the week)

Winter Recess: Feb. 10 – 14
 Spring Recess: April 13 – 17

More information is available on our website.

Pre-K Program Open House Information Day
Wednesday, January 29, 2020 at 7-8 PM

  
Do you have concerns about whether your child will 
be able to make a successful academic or social 
transition to kindergarten next year?

First Church Preschool's Pre-K Program is 
specifically tailored to help children build the 
confidence, skills, independence, and knowledge 
necessary to ensure success in kindergarten. The 
curriculum has been designed to be challenging, 
developmentally appropriate, and delivered in a 
small class setting where children's unique needs 
and challenges are met, and instruction and 
support are individualized to encourage each child's 
optimal growth and development.

  If you are considering our Pre-K 
class for your child either for 
next school year or possibly 
sometime in the next year 
or two, we encourage you to 
attend this informational session so you 
can learn more about the program.  Our director 
and our Pre-K teacher will be there to explain more 
about the program and answer questions. 
 
Please let us know if you will attend by RSVP'ing to 
Darla.

http://www.fccog.org
http://www.firstchurchpreschool.org
mailto:darlas%40fccog.org?subject=
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You’ll learn to: 

• Set clear limits that children will cooperate with – making you feel more confident
• Connect with your child in ways that build emotional intelligence 
• Stay calm as you do so – creating a more respectful, resilient child

2 Wednesdays in January 
Jan 15 & 22  

A two part series – plan to attend both sessions 

Day sessions: 9:30 - 11:00 am 
Evening sessions: 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

“How to Set Loving Limits” 
Parent Workshop for Preschool Parents
 

Sponsored by First Church Preschool 
Open to the community 

DO YOU SUDDENLY FEEL YOU HAVE A “THREE-AGER”?
Fa

First Congregational Church of Greenwich 
108 Sound Beach Ave

Old Greenwich 
in Rick’s Room 

Space is limited 
RSVP to 203-921-7493 or

email info@emilytrotman.com 

  For more info and for private coaching 
visit emilytrotman.com 

Emily Trotman 
Masters in Early Childhood 
Certified Parent Educator 

Parent Coach 
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Happy New Year 2020! 

The members of the 
Wellness Committee wish 
you and your loved ones 
a wonderful year ahead, 
full of blessings and good 
health. The Wellness 
Committee’s mission 
is to promote the well-
being and safety of all 
who enter out church. We 
provide blood pressure 
screenings, safety, and 

educational programs. Since the onset of our 
church’s new governance structure in 2016, the 
Wellness Committee falls under the jurisdiction of 
the larger Caring Ministries Committee. Some of 
our founding Wellness Committee members have 
joined that larger Caring Ministries Committee. 
Others continue to assist in a less formal way. 
The Wellness Committee is committed to our goal 
of promoting wellness – physically, spiritually, 
emotionally, and in relationship with one another. 
I would like to acknowledge 3 members of the 
Wellness Committee who have served for nearly 20 
years: Paul Kretschmann, Betsy Kreuter and Ruth 
Reed. Among other things, they were instrumental 
in First Church obtaining an AED (used in CPR for 
heart emergencies) in 2004. Other members of the 
Wellness Committee are Ros Brady, Carol Deering, 
and Mary Ann Duff. I am grateful to all of them for 
their ongoing support for programs that help us all 
live healthier lives. The next time you talk with one 
of them, please join me in thanking them for their 
contributions to the congregation’s wellness. 

On January 12, The Wellness Committee will host a 
Healthier Coffee Hour, with some ideas for making 
healthy snack choices. Speaking of healthy choices: 
I’m always here to lend some encouragement with 

From the Parish Nurse by Sue Asselin, RN

new health initiatives you are perusing. I can help 
with supportive materials and online research. 

The Wellness Committee also provides 
opportunities to learn CPR. Last year we provided 
even further training to church staff, lay leaders 
and many church members; for external threats 
including active shooter situations. We pray we 
will never need to use such training, but much like 
learning CPR, preparation is prudent. 

CPR Class: Saturday, March 14, 9am-12 noon. 
This American Heart certification course includes 
AED (defibrillator) training. Learn CPR, or get re-
certified if you have already taken the class. Open 
to all active participants in our church - free of 
charge. Please call Sue to register at ext 821 or 
email susana@fccog.org. If there is a need we 
may also add a Tuesday evening class or a second 
Saturday class in March, so please call to express 
your interest. 

Ongoing Wellness programs include blood pressure 
screening, Medicare Part D counseling, a lending 
library of books and tapes, Parish Nurse home care 
eligibility assessment, and informative support for 
positive lifestyle changes. If you would like your 
blood pressure taken, or you have any health 
related concerns or questions, stop in to see me or 
call me at extension 821. My hours are Sundays 
from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm, and Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 10 to 3, by appointment. My office is 
located to the right of the Auditorium stage, and up 
a few steps. 

If you are interested in joining the Wellness 
Committee and have some healthful ideas to share, 
please contact me, Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse, at 
extension 821. We especially need volunteer health 
professionals to take blood pressures on occasional 
Sundays when the nurse is unavailable. Wishing 
you wellness of mind, body, and spirit in the 
coming year! 

ANNOUNCING THE 2020 "SOUPER BOWL" SUNDAY 
SOUP & CHILI SALE

It's time to show off your soup-making skills once again by volunteering to 
make and donate a quart (or quarts) of soup or chili to benefit the FCCOG 

Women's Fellowship! The sale will take place in the auditorium on Sunday, February 2, 2020 from 11:00 
am to 1:00 pm. Quarts of homemade soup and chili will be sold for $10 each. Please sign up to donate af-
ter church in the auditorium beginning Sunday, January 5th and continuing for the next several Sundays. 
Restaurant-style food containers will be available when you sign up. You may also sign up in the church 
office. This annual event has proven to be easy, inexpensive and popular for both those who love to cook 
and those who love to eat! This is the only Women's Fellowship fundraiser for the year. Please contact Sue 
Wilder for more information.

http://www.fccog.org
mailto:swilder102%40gmail.com?subject=Soup%20and%20Chili%20Sale
mailto:swilder102%40gmail.com?subject=Soup%20and%20Chili%20Sale
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A New Year... A New You?
Starting in January, you will find a new class to 
help you start the New Year: Improve Balance 
and Focus through Tai Chi will be available to 
us and the broader community Tuesday mornings 
at 8:30 am. Taught by Will Morrison, a long-time 
practitioner and Old Greenwich resident, the course 
is intended for all ages and abilities. 

The class starts with core movements that become 
more advanced and transformative as one improves. 
A relaxed upright posture, catlike weighting 
and unweighting of steps, and calm breathing 
are hallmarks of the Tai Chi approach. Simple 
movements, well-practiced, improve joint flexibility, 
rootedness, mental sharpness and health. 

Notably, while the value of a class is thought to be 
between $10 and $20, payment is to be made either 
to FCCOG or the non-profit River House, a day care 
center for Seniors. One can also contribute based 
on one’s ability. Other non-profits will alternate with 
River House over time.

For more information, email 
Will Morrison.

About Will Morrison: Since 
retiring a year and a half ago, Will 
has been introducing Tai Chi to new 
constituencies through Greenwich 
Continuing Education, The 
Parsonage Cottage, the Greenwich 
Senior Center and YMCA, and 

Stamford Health’s Sarner Institute. Students range 
in age and degrees of mobility and health.

He teaches two types of classes – one that 
focuses on core balance and focus through easy 
to learn movements while the other requires a 
deeper commitment that yields greater health 
and mindfulness benefits through the study of the 
classic “Form”. 

Will has been studying the Cheng Man-Ching’s Tai 
Chi Short Form with Maggie Newman and Ed Young, 
his primary teacher since 1981. 

Newman and Young were two of Professor Cheng 
Man-Ching’s most senior students. The Professor 
developed an abridged version of the Tai Chi Yang 
Style which he brought to New York in the 1960’s 
to share its transformational and health benefits 
with the West. It has become the most popular style 
world-wide.

Will is the husband of Leslee Asch, a grandfather, 
and an avid sailor. Raised in Riverside, he returned 
to Old Greenwich with his family in ’93.

First Church: Helping So Many!
Dear First Congregational Church of Greenwich,

Thank you so much for your help in my Eagle Scout 
Project. It enabled me to become an Eagle Scout. 
Without the pews you donated we would have had to 
settle for folding chairs to go in the Margaret Home 
for Unwed Mothers’ Chapel. With the pews mounted 
in the Chapel, it truly is a great place to pray.

God bless,
Michael Piersall
Webster, NY

Dear First Church,

Enclosed please find our donation to First Church from the Llama Recorder Group to thank you for the use of 
a room on Tuesday evenings. It is such a pleasure to make music in a building that seems to be alive with 
music. On Tuesdays, we hear singing and flute playing and other instruments which is much fun.
Thank you from the Llamas!
Elizabeth McLaughlin

FCCOG old pews were donated to the Margaret Home for Unwed 
Mothers' Chapel in Brewster, New York.

mailto:willmorr%40yahoo.com?subject=
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From the Stewardship Committee by Kristen Jacks

churchfirst
congregational

of greenwich founded 1665

meeting in faith • welcoming all

New Year, New Quilt!

When you were in school, didn't you always look 
forward to a field trip? Even the Kettle Quilters, 
although no longer in school, plan an outing to 
look at fabrics and see what fits with a pattern 
or two that we like for the next quilt. Even if we 
are already starting the 2021 Women's Fellowship 
raffle quilt, it is exciting to select fabrics and 
exchange ideas about the next quilt. You really 
have to place the bolts of fabric close to each other 
to rule out combinations of colors that will and will 
not work together. 

The Nimble Thimble is just over the state line in 
Port Chester. We really took over the store in late 
November. Many people know Joanne, the owner, 
through teaching or working at Hamilton Avenue 
School. Not just fabrics, there is also a wide 
selection of yarns for knitting and repairs sewing 
machines. Laurie, her assistant, is a big help as well.

From the Kettle Quilters by Hilary Lawrence

January is a new year, a new quilting project and 
a great time to come and see what we are up 
to. Stay for an hour or when it is convenient for 
your schedule. On to the 2021 Annual Women's 
Fellowship raffle quilt.  Every Monday morning 9:00 
to noon in the Binney Room.

So far, 232 individuals and families have pledged 
$665,190 to continue the vital work of the church.

Please know YOUR PLEDGE WORKS WONDERS. 

First Church supports over 30 charities that shelter 
the homeless, feed the food insecure, bolster 
veterans, promote literacy, provide job training, 
and much more.

Our pastors and parish nurse visit the sick and 
homebound. Caring Ministries is always ready with 
a prayer shawl, flowers, a simple card, soup, and 
prayers to bring comfort. 

Our church staff and lay leaders are committed 
to vibrant worship centered in gratitude and 
welcoming all. Our faith formation guides young 
families from baptism to confirmation. 

We need many more pledges to reach our goal of 
$880,000. To make your pledge, please visit www.
iamfirstchurch.com.  If you prefer, you can email 
your pledge to Steve Summerton or send via mail 
to the church office.    

THANK YOU! 

The Stewardship Committee 

From the Director of Church Administration and Finance
There's been a delay in the production of the 2020 
offertory envelopes due to equipment issues at 
the company that handles the printing of these 
envelopes for First Church. The problems have 
been resolved and we want you to know that the 
envelopes will arrive sometime this month. In 
the meantime, the printing company will provide 
generic envelopes that can be used for collections 

until we receive the official ones. Each envelope 
will have a field to fill in with your envelope number 
and/or name and address so your information and 
donations can be recorded. 

All of us at First Church thank you for your patience 
and understanding. The production company has 
extended their sincerest apologies.

http://www.fccog.org
http://www.iamfirstchurch.com
http://www.iamfirstchurch.com
mailto:steves%40fccog.org?subject=
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New Offerings for Faith Formation

Beginning on January 19, after church, Marty 
Bitner and Avery Manchester will lead a book group 
discussion on The Gift of Years: Growing Older 
Gracefully by Joan Chittister. Avery is an avid 
reader of Chittister’s work, which is very relatable 
and readable. We might even find ourselves talking 
about some of her many other works. The sessions 
are scheduled for January 19th, and 26th and 
February 2nd and 9th. This offering is sponsored 
by the Faith Formation and Education 
Committee and will be assisted by 
Rosemary Lamie. 

Another project we will launch this year is a 
dedicated area in the Reception area which 
will feature a lending library of faith formation 
resources including devotionals, biographies and 
commentaries from many authors.

January 5

• Regular Church School
• January Rotation Workshops 

will cover “The Lord’s Prayer”; 
3rd graders will begin The New 
Testament stories; 3’s and 4’s 
will continue their lessons on 
“Loving God, Loving Neighbor”

January 12 • Regular Church School

January 19

• Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend:  
Service Sunday – One room 
Church School program in the 
Daniels Center for ages 5-10. 
Older children are welcome to 
join in or be helpers.

January 26 • Regular Church School

CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR

Church School by Rosemary Lamie

Holy Church On Wednesday
Wed., January 29, 2020

This month, we are offering:

“Low Hanging Fruit”  
with Sheila Bennett

This is intended to provide easy to implement 
actions that can have an immediate impact on 
your health and can provide long term benefits 
including for brain functioning. The Women’s 
Retreat attendees found Sheila’s presentation to be 
fascinating and very relatable. You will, too.
 

Floor and Chair Yoga 
with Kellie Norrgard

Kellie gives great directions and options for varying 
your movements as necessary. The women who 
attended the Women’s Retreat were amazed at 
what they accomplished with her guidance.
 

Community Service Project 
with Rosemary Lamie and team 

As always we will have a program designed for 
all folks – young and older. Given that this date is 
close to February 14th, we will make Valentine’s for 
our soldiers and veterans.

Summer… Already!
Silver Lake Summer Camp Registration 

opens in mid-January, 2020

It's cold outside, but Silver Lake staff are already 
dreaming of summer 2020. Check out the 2020 
Summer Conference Brochure and start dreaming 
of which conference you will attend. It is in nearby 
Sharon, CT and the camp sessions are each only 
a week long - perfect for a first time sleep away 
camper. Campers must be going into the 4th 
grade in September 2020 through high school. All 
sessions are grouped by age and there really is 
something for everyone. A bonus for our kids is 
that Patrick will be leading a group starting July 5.

Download the brochure online at www.
silverlakect.org. Also, look around their website 
for lots of info about Silver Lake. Registration 
opens January, 2020! If you have been to Silver 
Lake before, start looking for the brochure in your 
mailbox the first week of January. 

Faith Formation

"This collection of inspirational 
reflections... abounds in gentle 

insights and arresting aphorisms."  
— Publishers Weekly

http://www.silverlakect.org
http://www.silverlakect.org
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Photo Gallery: Sunday, December 1, 2019

http://www.fccog.org
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Photo Gallery: Craft Fair, Sunday, December 8, 2019

Photo Gallery: Volunteer Christmas Lunch and Giving Trees
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S U N D AY M O N D AY T U E S D AY W E D N E S D AY T H U R S D AY F R I D AY S AT U R D AY

1 New Year's Day
Building Closed

2
Tai Chi Drop-In
9:00-10:00 am

Church School 
Task Force Meeting
7:00-9:00 pm

The Rummage Room 
Re-opens
10:00 am

3
Godspell Rehearsal
6:00-8:00 pm

4
AL-ANON Newcomers 
9:30-10:00 am

AL-ANON Meeting 
10:00-11:30 am

5 
Child Care 10:00-11:00 am

Church School 10:00-11:00 am

Worship Service 10:00-11:00 am

Community Hour 11:00 am-12:00 pm

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 
11:15-11:45 am

Children's Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:00 pm

Youth Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:15 pm

6
Kettle Quilters
9:00 am-12:00 pm

7
Balance & Focus 
Tai Chi with Will 
Morrison 
8:30-9:30 am

FCCOG Staff Meeting 
12:30-1:30 pm

Faith Formation 
Meeting 
7:00-9:00 pm

8
Tai Chi Drop-In
8:00-9:00 am

SPEDucatd Parents 
Workshop
7:00-9:00 pm
(Child Care in Rick's 
Room)

9
Tai Chi Drop-In
9:00-10:00 am

Preschool Board Meeting 
9:30 am-12:30 pm

Hats Off Book Club
10:00-11:30 am

Palmer Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal
6:15-7:15 pm

Personnel Committee 
7:30-9:00 pm

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30-9:00 pm

10
Preschool DJ Night
4:30-7:30 pm

11
AL-ANON Newcomers 
9:30-10:00 am

AL-ANON Meeting 
10:00-11:30 am

SOS Talk/Support 
Group for Busy 
Women 
with Kate Collins
3:00-4:00 pm

12 
Child Care 10:00-11:00 am

Church School 10:00-11:00 am

Worship Service 10:00-11:00 am

Community Hour 11:00 am-12:00 pm

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 
11:15-11:45 am

Children's Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:00 pm

Youth Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:15 pm

Godspell Rehearsal 2:00-5:00 pm

13
Kettle Quilters
9:00 am-12:00 pm

Rummage Room 
Committee Meeting
1:00-2:30 pm

14
Balance & Focus 
Tai Chi with Will 
Morrison 
8:30-9:30 am

FCCOG Staff Meeting 
12:30-1:30 pm

Womens' Fellowship 
Allocations Meeting
7:00-9:00 pm

Welcoming 
Committee Meeting
7:30-9:00 pm

15
Tai Chi Drop-In
8:00-9:00 am

Preschool Parenting 
Workshop 
9:30-11:00 am

Preschool Board 
Meeting 
9:30-11:30 am

Preschool Parenting 
Workshop 
6:30-8:00 pm

Church Council Meeting
7:00-9:00 pm

16
Tai Chi Drop-In
9:00-10:00 am

Hats Off Book Club
10:00-11:30 am

Palmer Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal
6:15-7:15 pm

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30-9:00 pm

17 18
AL-ANON Newcomers 
9:30-10 am

AL-ANON Meeting 
10-11:30 am

19
Child Care 10:00-11:00 am

Church School 10:00-11:00 am

Worship Service 10:00-11:00 am

Community Hour 11:00 am-12:00 pm

Cherub Choir Rehearsal 
11:15-11:45 am

Children's Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:00 pm

Youth Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:15 pm

Godspell Rehearsal
2:00-5:00 pm

20 MLK Day
Building Closed

21
Balance & Focus 
Tai Chi with Will 
Morrison 
8:30-9:30 am

FCCOG Staff Meeting 
12:30-1:30 pm

Outreach Committee 
Meeting
7:00-9:30 pm

22
Tai Chi Drop-In
8:00-9:00 am

Preschool Parenting 
Workshop 
9:30-11:00 am

Preschool Parenting 
Workshop 
6:30-8:00 pm

Caring Ministries 
Meeting
7:30-9:00 pm

23 
Tai Chi Drop-In
9:00-10:00 am

Hats Off Book Club
10:00-11:30 am

Palmer Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal
6:15-7:15 pm

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30-9:00 pm

24 25
AL-ANON Newcomers 
9:30-10:00 am

AL-ANON Meeting 
10:00-11:30 am

26
Child Care 10:00-11:00 am

Church School 10:00-11:00 am

Worship Service 10:00-11:00 am

Community Hour 11:00 am-12:00 pm
 
Cherub Choir Rehearsal 
11:15-11:45 am

Children's Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:00 pm

Youth Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am-12:15 pm

Godspell Rehearsal 
2:00-5:00 pm

27
Kettle Quilters 
9:00 am-12:00 pm

Godspell Rehearsal
6:00-8:00 pm

28
Balance & Focus 
Tai Chi with Will 
Morrison 
8:30-9:30 am

FCCOG Staff Meeting 
12:30-1:30 pm

Prayer Shawl 
Committee Meeting
6:30-8:00 pm

29
Tai Chi Drop-In
8:00-9:00 am

HOLY C.O.W. 
Workshops 
6:00-8:00 pm

30
Tai Chi Drop-In
9:00-10:00 am

Hats Off Book Club
10:00-11:30 am

Palmer Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal
6:15-7:15 pm

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30-9:00 pm

Godspell Rehearsal
5:00-7:00 pm

31

January 2020 Church Calendar



IN MEMORY OF 
Name Here 

Dates or Text Here 

IN HONOR OF 
Name Here 
Text Here 

Church Chair 
Naming Opportunity 

We're currently accepting requests and donations for 
naming the gorgeous new Meetinghouse and Choir 
chairs. Name one or more chairs in memory or in honor 
of someone special with a tax-deductible contribution of 
$250 per chair. Complete this form and donate online 
www.fccog.org/the-perfect-gift/
This is a great time to: 

 Honor each member of your family.

 Memorialize a parent or relative.

 Give a birthday or unique gift by  
honoring someone special.

Complete the form below or go to www.fccog.org/the-perfect-gift/ 
to complete and pay online. 

Please complete the form below, detach and include a check payable to First Congregational Church for $250 and 
write in the memo section ‘Chair Naming’.  Mail to: (please complete a form for each chair naming opportunity) 

   The First Congregational Church of Greenwich, 108 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT  06870 

Name:_______________________________________________ Telephone #______________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:______________________________   

Email:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Check here if this is a gift: [    ] GIFT – We will send you a card to present your gift to the person you are honoring.

Chair Preference (check one): [    ] MEETINGHOUSE [    ] CHOIR 

Chair being donated (check one) : [    ] IN MEMORY   [    ] IN HONOR  

Name of person chair is being named for: ____________________________________________________________ 

Dates and/or Text on last row:______________________________________________________________________ 

Please call or email Steve Summerton with any questions or concerns: 203-637-1791 x.838 or steves@fccog.org. 

Examples of plaques:
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The Rummage Room was closed for the holidays. 
This gave our volunteers plenty of time to spend 

with family and friends.
We re-open on Thursday January 2nd at 10am.

Manager Leanne's Wish List: 
Mens and women's sweaters • Ladies handbags

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich

203-637-1875 •  website

NEW YEAR! 
 NEW BOOK!

Begin 2020 with a visit to our 
Book Study Group, "Hats Off"!

We will begin on Thursday, January 9th in the 
church lounge from 10-11:30 a.m.

Our first read will be Where the Crawdads Sing 
by Delia Owens.

Barnes & Noble writes:"The wildlife scientist Delia 
Owens has found her voice in "Where the Crawdads 
Sing", a painfully beautiful first novel that is at 
once a murder mystery, a coming-of-age narrative 
and a celebration of nature...

Owens here surveys the desolate marshlands of 
the North Carolina coast through the eyes of an 
abandoned child."

Reserve your book through the Greenwich Library.

Any questions, please e-mail Debbie Berner

Shop Hours:  
Mon. - Fri. 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Sat. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Donation Hours: 
Mon. - Thur.  9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Fri. and Sat. 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

http://www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room
mailto:Debgar1%40aol.com?subject=
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