Do You Hear What I Hear?
Sunday, January 26, 2020
10:00 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming;
open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment, and
affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational Church of
Greenwich. Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community Hour.
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
We are happy to provide one upon request. You may also get one
from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room.

Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
We are happy to provide one upon request.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE
To Thee I Lift Up My eyes (Psalm 122)

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist
Emma Lou Diemer (b. 1927)

CALL TO COMMUNITY

Rev. Patrick Collins

(please sign and pass the red fellowship pad found at the end of your row.)

CALL TO A SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Rick Derr
Church Council Chair

CALL TO WORSHIP*
One: Come out of the shadows and into God's light!
All: We will not hide, but will make a pilgrimage to God's heart.
One: Lay down all which is a burden to you!
All: We will give our fears to God, who is our help in every moment.
One: Follow the One who will lead you to new life!
All: We long to live in God's presence every day of our lives.
CHORAL INTROIT
HYMN*
Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven

Pilgrim (red) Hymnal #16

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)
Rev. Adele Crawford
God of love, we hear your call to follow. May we see that the foolishness of your word is
more powerful than the wisdom of this world. May we lay aside our differences for the
sake of the gospel. Your realm of light and life has drawn near; we hear your word of
truth. Turn our hearts toward you and give us the wisdom to walk in your ways. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Rosemary Lamie

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
All children will now leave to go to their Church School classes in the Preschool classrooms. Parents are welcome
to accompany their children and return to the service. Baby Nursery & Toddler Room in the Red Door and 3’s and
4’s are in the Blue Door; Kindergarten and 1st grade in the Rainbow Door; 2nd grade in the Gold Door; 3rd grade
in the Purple Door; 4th, 5th & 6th grades in the Green Door.
*All who are able, please rise.

HYMN*
Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me!
This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.
Refrain:
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me still today, Walking with me on my way,
Wanting as a friend to give Light and love to all who live. (Refrain)
FIRST LESSON
Isaiah 9: 1-4 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

Car Westbrook

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian
ANTHEM
The Lord Is My Light

The Chancel Choir
Timothy Noon (b. 1974)

SECOND LESSON
Matthew 4: 12-23 (New Revised Standard Version NRSV)

Rev. Adele Crawford

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth
and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that
what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
*All who are able, please rise.

“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light has dawned.”
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them,
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed
him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother
John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.
Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.
MESSAGE
Do You Hear What I Hear?

Rev. Adele Crawford

HYMN*
We Are Called

*All who are able, please rise.
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PASTORAL PRAYER

Rev. Patrick Collins

CALL TO OFFERING

Andrea Woodman Osker

SOLO
Allegro (from Sonata #28 in E Minor)

Paul Ghaffari, violin
W. A. Mozart

DOXOLOGY*
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Andrea Woodman Osker

*All who are able, please rise

HYMN*
You Walk Along Our Shoreline

*All who are able, please rise

BENEDICTION

Rev. Adele Crawford

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE
Processional

Stanley Vann (1910-2010)
Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Chapel
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern.

This morning we welcome Rev. Adele Crawford. An ordained
Presbyterian minister, she is a graduate of Yale Divinity School
and the University of Michigan, and has served as Pastor of Valley
Presbyterian Church in Brookfield CT, and as Interim Dean of
Marquand Chapel at Yale Divinity School. In 2014 she founded
“Creative Space,” a ministry which explores the intersection of
faith and the arts. She is also passionate about intergenerational
ministry and helping communities heal after trauma. Prior to
seminary, Rev. Crawford enjoyed a 15-year career in opera, which
took her to the Middle East, Europe, and around the U.S.,
including four seasons at The Metropolitan Opera. Fun fact: when Adele first moved to the
east coast, she was Senior Administrative Assistant for Dr. Tom Stiers here at First Church!

A Note about Welcoming Children
To our parents: God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you have to suppress it during
worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for all. Jesus
said, “Let the children come to me.” At First Church we believe that the way we welcome
children in worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the church, and to one
another. To the members of our congregation, please know that a smile of
encouragement is always welcome to parents with small, active children.
For those who are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers every
Sunday, for the entirety of the church service, in the preschool classrooms. For toddlers
and preschoolers who stay in church, there is a “PrayGround” in the back of the chapel

with a rug and a few quiet play things. Chairs and rocking chairs are reserved for parents to
supervise their children if you do not need to be on the rug with them. There are also
additional children’s books on the bookshelves near the back of the chapel.
Radio Ministry
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on 105.5FM (please note the
transmission is weak on the west side of Greenwich) or you can stream it online at
WGCH.com. In addition, the service is available through a link on the church’s website at
www.fccog.org. A bulletin is there as well as a link to the live broadcast. Previous sermon
recordings are also available.
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First
Congregational Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel.

NEWS & NOTICES
TODAY
CHURCH SCHOOL
Today we finish our lessons on The Lord’s Prayer. Wonder if all of our children
know it yet…at least 1st grade and older?
Next Sunday is a Regular Church School Sunday. Then on Feb 9th we are in the
Daniels Center for an all-age class. Hope to see you at Holy C.O.W. (Church on Wednesday)
for dinner and a workshop on Jan. 29 from 6-8pm.
CHOIR REHEARSALS TODAY
Cherub Choir: Rainbow Room (Lower Level) 11:15-11:45 am
Children’s Choir: Music Room (3rd Floor) 11:15 -11:45 am
Youth Choir: Choir Room (3rd Floor) 11:15 am -12:15 pm
2ND HOUR FOR FAITH FORMATION
“The Gift of Years” by Joan Chittister led by Avery Manchester, Marty Bitner
and Rosemary Lamie. We will meet after Church starting at about 11:15 in the
Lounge. Last week was very well attended and we had a meaningful and
lively discussion. Join us this Sunday and see what we come up with. Books
are available from Rosemary for $7. (email RosemaryL@fccog.org or call
203-637-1791 ext 820.)
PARISH NURSE
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings and health consultations
following today’s worship service, in her office (to the right of the Auditorium
stage). During the week, she is available by appointment, which can be made by
calling ext. 821.

UPCOMING
CALL TO A SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
A Special Meeting of the Congregation is hereby called for Sunday, February 2, 2020
following the 10:00 am Worship Service. The meeting will be held in the Meetinghouse:
§ To hear and act upon the recommendation of the Church Council to create a
Search Committee to find a new Associate Pastor, and to elect members of that
Search Committee;
§ And to transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting.
Rick Derr, Chair of Church Council

“SOUPER BOWL” SUNDAY SOUP & CHILI SALE 2020
Sunday, February 2 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Make and donate a quart (or quarts) of soup or chili to benefit the FCCOG Women’s
Fellowship! Quarts of homemade soup and chili will be sold for $10 each. Please sign up to
donate after church in the auditorium or in the church office. Restaurant-style food
containers will be available when you sign up. This is the only Women’s Fellowship fundraiser
for the year. Please contact Sue Wilder at swilder102@gmail.com for more information.
HOLY COW (Church On Wednesday)
January 29, 6:00 – 8:00 pm
An opportunity for adults, youth, and kids to do something fun together mid-week. Includes a
light supper and a final gathering. Sign up at www.fccog.org/event/holy-c-o-w-2
§

§
§

Sheila Bennett will present Low Hanging Fruit, a workshop that is intended to
provide easy to implement actions that can have an immediate impact on your
health and can provide long term benefits, including better brain functioning.
Kellie Norrgard will present Floor and Chair Yoga: Kellie gives great directions and
options for varying your movements as necessary.
Rosemary Lamie and team will offer a community service project designed for all
ages. Given that this date is close to February 14th, we will make Valentine’s for
our soldiers and veterans.

SAVE THE DATE! Women’s Retreat 2020, at Stony Point Center in Rockland County.
We need to commit soon if we want to secure the Gilmor Slone House again this year.

If you would like to be part of this special experience (no commitment yet), please
email RosemaryL@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 x820 for more information.
PRE-K PROGRAM OPEN HOUSE INFO NIGHT
Wednesday, January 29, 7:00-8:00 pm
Please email darlak@fccog.org to register.
FRIDAY NIGHT MOVIE
To celebrate African American History Month, join us for “Harriet,” a
movie about slave-turned-abolitionist Harriet Tubman’s life.
Friday, February 21 @ 7:00 pm in the Meetinghouse.
Free Popcorn!
A NEW LUNCH-TIME MUSICAL SERIES IN LENT

To showcase the work done on our Austin pipe organ, starting Thursday, February
27, First Church will present a Lenten Organ Recital Series. Each Thursday, from
February 27 to April 2, local organists will present a free, 30-minute recital from
12:15-12:45 in the Meetinghouse. Following the recital, there will be a simple lunch
of soup and a sandwich in the Auditorium, which is also free. A basket will be on each table for
anyone who wishes to make a donation to offset the cost of their meal.
Join us for these special recitals, and make your Lenten journey more reflective during the
hectic pace of a busy week.
Recitalists are:
February 27: Dr. Craig Scott Symons, Minister of Music, First Congregational Church
March 5:
Jonathan Vaughn, Associate Director of Music, Christ Church Greenwich
March 12:
Leslie Smith, Director of Music, Round Hill Community Church
March 19:
David Johnson, Director of Music, St. Paul’s, Riverside
March 26:
Dr. Liya Petrides, Director of Music, St. Catherine Church, Riverside
April 2:
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, Minister of Music, First Congregational Church
PRESCHOOL SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION IS OPEN NOW!
Complete online at www.firstchurchpreschool.org, send via postal mail, or
deliver in person to:
First Church Preschool
108 Sound Beach Ave., Old Greenwich, CT 06870
Registration is not confirmed unless and until application form is received completed in full
and accompanied by full payment, and a completed health form is submitted no later than
one week prior to child’s first day enrolled in the program. Payments can be made by credit
card either online or over the phone, or by check made payable to “First Church Preschool”.
For more information, please visit www.firstchurchpreschool.org or call203-637-5430.

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich • 203-637-1875
www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room

Just a reminder that The Rummage Room is open on Monday, January 20th. If you have
the day off, come in and browse all the great items we have. We have lots of weekly
specials, so you are always going to get a bargain.
Manager Leanne’s Wish List:
Spring Dresses, Ladies handbags, Children's Shoes
Shop Hours:
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm

Donations accepted:
Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
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