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First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming; 
open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment, and 

affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.  
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

 
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational Church of 

Greenwich. Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community Hour. 
 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices. 
 

Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.  
We are happy to provide one upon request. You may also get one  

from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room. 
 

 
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.  

We are happy to provide one upon request. 
 
 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
PRELUDE Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist 
Sarabande on “Jerusalem, my happy home” Gerald Near (b. 1942) 
 

CALL TO COMMUNITY Rev. Patrick Collins 
 (please sign and pass the red fellowship pad found at the end of your row.) 

 

CALL TO A SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING Rick Derr 
 Church Council Chair 
CALL TO WORSHIP* 

One:  We worship the God who inhabits our world and indwells our lives. We need 
 not look up to find God, we need only to look around: 
People:  Within ourselves, beyond ourselves, into the eyes of another. 
One:  We need not listen for a distant thunder to find God, we need only listen to 
 the music of life, 
People:  The words of children, the questions of the curious, the rhythm of a 
 heartbeat. 
All:  We worship the God who inhabits our world and who dwells in our lives.  
 

HYMN* New Century (black) Hymnal #593 
Lift Every Voice and Sing 
   

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison) Rev. Avery C. Manchester 

God of Righteousness, grant us your life-giving presence.  
Guide us in our time of worship, 
and remain with us as we step out into the world, 
that we may face injustice with courage and love.  
May we come to see that the end we seek is a society at peace with itself, 
a society that can live with its conscience. 
The timing may feel off; 
the end of the road might be out of sight, 
yet we trust in your holy presence. 
All:  How long?  
One:  Not long, because no lie can live forever. 
All:  How long?  
One:  Not long, because you still reap what you sow. 
All:  How long?  

 
*All who are able, please rise. 



 

One:  Not long.  Because the arc of the moral universe is long,  
 but it bends toward justice.  
All:  How long?  
One:  Not long, because you are our God, and all may take refuge in the shadow of 
 your wings. Amen. 
 

Written by Rev. Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy, adapted from “Our God is Marching On!” (speech delivered at the 
Alabama State House by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, March 25, 1965) 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Rev. Patrick Collins 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
All children will now leave for a special Church School program in the Daniels Center. Parents are welcome to 
accompany their children and return to the service. Baby Nursery & Toddler Room are in the Red Door classroom 
for children 4 and younger. 
 
 

 

HYMN* 
Jesus Loves Me 

Jesus loves me!  
This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong. 
 

Refrain: 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 

Jesus loves me still today, Walking with me on my way, 
Wanting as a friend to give Light and love to all who live. (Refrain) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*All who are able, please rise. 



 

FIRST LESSON Peggy Whitlock 
Isaiah 49:1-7 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
 

Listen to me, O coastlands, 
    pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
The Lord called me before I was born, 
    while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 
    in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow, 
    in his quiver he hid me away. 
And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
    Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
But I said, “I have labored in vain, 
    I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my cause is with the Lord, 
    and my reward with my God.” 
 

And now the Lord says, 
    who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 
    and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 
    and my God has become my strength— 
he says, 
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
    to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
    and to restore the survivors of Israel; 
I will give you as a light to the nations, 
    that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
 

Thus says the Lord, 
    the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 
    the slave of rulers, 
“Kings shall see and stand up, 
    princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
because of the Lord, who is faithful, 
    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 
 



 

ANTHEM The Chancel Choir 
Christ is our Cornerstone David Thorne (b. 1950) 
 
SECOND LESSON Rev. Patrick Collins 
John 1:29-42 Common English Bible (CEB) 
 

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world! This is the one about whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me is really greater than me because he existed before me.’ Even I didn’t recognize him, 
but I came baptizing with water so that he might be made known to Israel.” John 
testified, “I saw the Spirit coming down from heaven like a dove, and it rested on him. 
Even I didn’t recognize him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
‘The one on whom you see the Spirit coming down and resting is the one who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and testified that this one is God’s Son.” 
 

The next day John was standing again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus 
walking along he said, “Look! The Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard what he said, 
and they followed Jesus. 
 

When Jesus turned and saw them following, he asked, “What are you looking for?” 
 

They said, “Rabbi (which is translated Teacher), where are you staying?” 
 

He replied, “Come and see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and they 
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 
 

One of the two disciples who heard what John said and followed Jesus was Andrew, the 
brother of Simon Peter. He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (which is translated Christ). He led him to Jesus. 
 

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon, son of John. You will be called Cephas” 
(which is translated Peter). 
 
 MESSAGE Rev. Patrick Collins 
The Gift of Curiosity  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

HYMN*  
Faith Begins by Letting Go  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER Rev. Avery C. Manchester 
 

CALL TO OFFERING  Lynn Hawxhurst 
 

ORGAN OFFERTORY  
Amazing Grace Arr. George Shearing (1919-2011) 
 

DOXOLOGY* 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

*All who are able, please rise. 



 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Lynn Hawxhurst 
 
HYMN* New Century (black) Hymnal #454 
Lord, I Want to Be a Christian 
 
BENEDICTION Rev. Patrick Collins 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE  
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing Arr. Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
 

*All who are able, please rise. 
 
 

Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Chapel 
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern. 

 
 
 

 
 

A Note about Welcoming Children 
 
To our parents: God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you have to suppress it during 
worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for all. Jesus 
said, “Let the children come to me.” At First Church we believe that the way we welcome 
children in worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the church, and to one 
another. To the members of our congregation, please know that a smile of 
encouragement is always welcome to parents with small, active children. 
 

For those who are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers every 
Sunday, for the entirety of the church service, in the preschool classrooms. For toddlers 
and preschoolers who stay in church, there is a “PrayGround” in the back of the chapel 
with a rug and a few quiet play things. Chairs and rocking chairs are reserved for parents to 
supervise their children if you do not need to be on the rug with them. There are also 
additional children’s books on the bookshelves near the back of the chapel. 
 



 

Radio Ministry 
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on 105.5FM (please note the 
transmission is weak on the west side of Greenwich) or you can stream it 

online at WGCH.com. In addition, the service is available through a link on the church’s 
website at www.fccog.org. A bulletin is there as well as a link to the live broadcast. 
Previous sermon recordings are also available. 

 
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First 
Congregational Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel. 
 

Please note: The church building will be closed tomorrow in honor of Martin Luther 
King Day. 
 

NEWS & NOTICES 
TODAY 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, JR., we will have a special program on 
peace in the Daniels Center for children 5 and older.   Child Care for children 4 
and younger is in the Preschool Red Door. We will resume our regular Church 

School next Sunday. 
 
CHOIR REHEARSALS TODAY 
Cherub Choir: Rainbow Room (Lower Level) 11:15-11:45 am 
 
NEW 2ND HOUR FOR FAITH FORMATION 
Marty Bitner and Avery Manchester will lead a book group discussion 
on The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully by Joan Chittister. Avery 
is an avid reader of Chittister’s work, which is very relatable and readable. 
We might even find ourselves talking about some of her many other 
works. The discussion will include short video clips for discussion so there 
is no need to read the book ahead of time. The sessions are scheduled for 
January 19th, and 26th and February 2nd and 9th in Rick’s Room. This 
offering is sponsored by the Faith Formation and Education Committee 
and will be assisted by Rosemary Lamie. 
 

PARISH NURSE 
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings and health 
consultations following today’s worship service, in her office (to the right of the 

Auditorium stage). During the week, she is available by appointment, which can be made 
by calling ext. 821.  



 

UPCOMING 
 
CALL TO A SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
A Special Meeting of the Congregation is hereby called for Sunday, February 2, 2020 
following the 10:00 am Worship Service.  The meeting will be held in the Meetinghouse: 

§ To hear and act upon the recommendation of the Church Council to create a Search 
Committee to find a new Associate Pastor, and to elect members of that Search 
Committee; 

§ And to transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting. 

Rick Derr, Chair of Church Council  
 

SOUP-MAKING FOR THE ANNUAL SOUP & CHILI SALE 

Members of the Women's Fellowship will be gathering at the home of Ginny 
Breismeister on Thursday, January 23 at 6:30 pm.  We will be making soup for the 

Women's Fellowship fundraiser "Souper Bowl Soup Sale".  All the ingredients for the soup 
will be provided. Please bring your beverage of choice and perhaps an appetizer to 
share.  All are welcome, come for a fun evening of cooking, talking and laughter. RSVP's 
appreciated to Ginny Breismeister at ginbreis@optonline.net. 
 
 “SOUPER BOWL” SUNDAY SOUP & CHILI SALE 2020 
Sunday, February 2 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Show off your soup-making skills once again by volunteering to make and donate a quart 
(or quarts) of soup or chili to benefit the FCCOG Women’s Fellowship!  Quarts of 
homemade soup and chili will be sold for $10 each.  Please sign up to donate after church 
in the auditorium or in the church office. Restaurant-style food containers will be available 
when you sign up. This annual event has proven to be easy, inexpensive and popular for 
both those who love to cook and those who love to eat! This is the only Women’s 
Fellowship fundraiser for the year. Please contact Sue Wilder at swilder102@gmail.com 
for more information. 

 
 

HOLY COW (Church On Wednesday) 
January 29, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

 
Informational workshops, fun classes, and an opportunity for adults, youth, and kids to 
do something fun together mid-week. Includes a light supper and a final gathering. 



 

§ Sheila Bennett will present Low Hanging Fruit, a workshop that is intended to 
 provide easy to implement actions that can have an immediate impact on your 
 health and can provide long term benefits, including better brain functioning.  
§ Kellie Norrgard will present Floor and Chair Yoga: Kellie gives great directions and 
 options for varying your movements as necessary.  
§ Rosemary Lamie and team will offer a community service project designed for all 
 ages. Given that this date is close to February 14th, we will make Valentine’s for 
 our soldiers and veterans. 

Sign up at www.fccog.org/event/holy-c-o-w-2 
 

So far, 255 individuals and families have pledged $701,230 to continue the vital work of the 
church. If you have not pledged, please help us reach our goal of 303 pledges.     

Please know your pledge works wonders! First church supports over 30 charities that 
shelter the homeless, feed the food insecure, bolster veterans, promote literacy, care for 
the elderly, provide job training, and more.  
Your participation is critical. Anyone who cares about First Church can pledge. A pledge is 
a promise we make to each other to keep the work of the church moving forward.  

To make your pledge, please visit www.iamfirstchurch.com or email your pledge to Steve 
Summerton at steves@fccog.org. 

Thank you! 
The Stewardship Committee 



 

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM 
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich • 203-637-1875 

www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room 

 

Just a reminder that The Rummage Room is open on Monday, January 20th.  If you have 
the day off, come in and browse all the great items we have.  We have lots of weekly 
specials, so you are always going to get a bargain. 

 

Manager Leanne’s Wish List: 
Spring Dresses, Ladies handbags, Children's Shoes 

 
Shop Hours: 

Monday-Friday 10 am - 5 pm 
Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm 

Donations accepted: 
Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 4:30 pm 
Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich 
108 Sound Beach Avenue • Old Greenwich CT 06870 

203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org 
 

Ministers:  The members of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich  
Senior Pastor: Reverend Patrick Collins 
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care: Reverend Avery C. Manchester 
Minister of Music: Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Director of Family Ministries: Rosemary Lamie 
Director of Church Administration and Finance: Steve Summerton 
Director of Membership: Ginny Breismeister 
Parish Nurse: Susan Asselin, RN 
Director of Preschool: Darla Kohler Steiner 
Administrative Assistant: Wendy Spezzano 
Communications Specialist: Dalinda Rioseco 
Database Administrative Assistant: Sue Wilder 
Pastors Emeriti: Reverend Dr. Thomas L. Stiers and Reverend Sally Colegrove 


