The Gift of New Life
Sunday, January 12, 2020
10:00 am

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming;
open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment, and
affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
Welcome to this service of worship at The First Congregational Church of
Greenwich. Please join us in the auditorium after worship for our Community Hour.
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
We are happy to provide one upon request. You may also get one
from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room.

Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
We are happy to provide one upon request.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE
Aria

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist
Michael Burkhardt (b. 1957)

CALL TO COMMUNITY
Rev. Patrick Collins
(please sign and pass the red fellowship pad found at the end of your row.)
CALL TO WORSHIP*
One: Come, all who are gathered to worship God:
All: Let us give to our God glory and strength!
One: Let us give to God the glory of God’s name
All: Let us worship God in holy splendor!
One: The voice of our God is over the waters.
All: The God of glory thunders over mighty waters.
CHORAL INTROIT
HYMN*
Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works

New Century (black) Hymnal #3

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)
Rev. Avery C. Manchester
God of grace and majesty, we praise you for your wisdom, compassion, strength,
and love. We thank you for choosing to walk among your people in all the
circumstances of our lives. We pray that we would always be aware of your
presence among us. Grant us ears to hear and eyes to see, through faith, the Christ
in all who call upon your name. We extend our gratitude for being able to come
before you this day to offer our worship, to seek your presence, and to be restored
to do great things among your people. For this and every day of life, we give you
thanks and praise. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

*All who are able, please rise.

All children will now leave to go to their Church School classes in the Preschool classrooms.
Parents are welcome to accompany their children and return to the service. Baby Nursery &
Toddler Room in the Red Door and 3’s and 4’s are in the Blue Door; Kindergarten and 1st grade in
the Rainbow Door; 2nd grade in the Gold Door; 3rd grade in the Purple Door; 4th, 5th & 6th
grades in the Green Door.

HYMN*
Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me!
This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.
Refrain:
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me still today, Walking with me on my way,
Wanting as a friend to give Light and love to all who live. (Refrain)
FIRST LESSON
Psalm 29 (Common English Bible)
You, divine beings! Give to the Lord—
give to the Lord glory and power!
Give to the Lord the glory due his name!
Bow down to the Lord in holy splendor!
The Lord’s voice is over the waters;
the glorious God thunders;
the Lord is over the mighty waters.
The Lord’s voice is strong;
the Lord’s voice is majestic.
The Lord’s voice breaks cedar trees—
yes, the Lord shatters the cedars of Lebanon.
He makes Lebanon jump around like a young bull,
makes Sirion jump around like a young wild ox.
The Lord’s voice unleashes fiery flames;
the Lord’s voice shakes the wilderness—
yes, the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
*All who are able, please rise.

Bill Dehaven

The Lord’s voice convulses the oaks,
strips the forests bare,
but in his temple everyone shouts, “Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned over the floodwaters;
the Lord sits enthroned—king forever!
Let the Lord give strength to his people!
Let the Lord bless his people with peace!
SOLO
The Baptism of Christ

Daniel Young, tenor
Rachel Aarons (b. 1984)

SECOND LESSON
Matthew 3:13-17 (New Revised Standard Version)

Rev. Patrick Collins

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented.
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased.
MESSAGE
The Gift of New Life

Rev. Patrick Collins

HYMN*
Wonders of Wonders, Here Revealed

New Century (black) Hymnal #328

PASTORAL PRAYER

Rev. Avery C. Manchester

CALL TO OFFERING

Barbara Norrgard

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized

The Chancel Choir
William Bradley Roberts (b. 1947)

*All who are able, please rise.

DOXOLOGY*
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Barbara Norrgard

HYMN*
Sweet, Sweet Spirit

New Century (black) Hymnal #293

FAREWELL TO PETER GURCIULLO
BENEDICTION

Rev. Patrick Collins

CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE
Flourish

Gordon Young (1919-1998)
*All who are able, please rise.

Directly following the service, one of our pastors will remain in the Chapel
to be available to anyone who has a pastoral care concern.

A Note about Welcoming Children
To our parents: God put the wiggle in children… do not feel you have to suppress it during
worship. The presence of children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for all. Jesus
said, “Let the children come to me.” At First Church we believe that the way we welcome
children in worship directly affects the way they respond to God, the church, and to one
another. To the members of our congregation, please know that a smile of
encouragement is always welcome to parents with small, active children.
For those who are interested, we do have child care available for babies and toddlers every
Sunday, for the entirety of the church service, in the preschool classrooms. For toddlers
and preschoolers who stay in church, there is a “PrayGround” in the back of the chapel
with a rug and a few quiet play things. Chairs and rocking chairs are reserved for parents to
supervise their children if you do not need to be on the rug with them. There are also
additional children’s books on the bookshelves near the back of the chapel.
Radio Ministry
The 10:00 am service is broadcast live each week on 105.5FM (please note the
transmission is weak on the west side of Greenwich) or you can stream it
online at WGCH.com. In addition, the service is available through a link on the church’s
website at www.fccog.org. A bulletin is there as well as a link to the live broadcast.
Previous sermon recordings are also available.
All services are now live-streamed on YouTube.com. Search for First
Congregational Church of Greenwich and subscribe to our channel.

NEWS & NOTICES
TODAY
CHURCH SCHOOL
This Sunday we continue our usual Church School Schedule. Child Care is in
the Preschool Red Door. All other class locations are listed in the bulletin
after the Lord’s Prayer.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY COMING UP
First Church Volunteer Day at Neighbor to Neighbor on Saturday, January 18th anytime
between 8:30 am and 12:30 pm. Usual shifts are for two hours starting at either 8:30 or

10:30 am. Because this is a school holiday weekend, we may have fewer volunteers
available so we will be happy for any time you can give. Please sign up at
www.fccog.org/event/volunteer-day
CHOIR REHEARSALS TODAY
Cherub Choir: Rainbow Room (Lower Level) 11:15-11:45 am
Children’s Choir: Music Room (3rd Floor) 11:15 -11:45 am
Youth Choir: Choir Room (3rd Floor) 11:15 am -12:15 pm
PARISH NURSE
Sue Asselin, RN, is available for blood pressure screenings and health
consultations following today’s worship service, in her office (to the right of the
Auditorium stage). During the week, she is available by appointment, which can be made
by calling ext. 821.
CARING MINISTRIES
Please visit our table at community hour today to see all our activities. Drop a prayer in our
prayer basket.
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

Soup for the Soul
Prayer shawl knitting
First Church’s prayer group
Card ministry – adults and children
Visiting committee (visiting and flower delivery)

Let all that you do be done with love. – 1 Corinthians 16:14

UPCOMING
SOUP-MAKING FOR THE ANNUAL SOUP & CHILI SALE
Members of the Women's Fellowship will be gathering at the home of Ginny
Breismeister on Thursday, January 23 at 6:30 pm. We will be making soup for the
Women's Fellowship fundraiser "Souper Bowl Soup Sale". All the ingredients for the soup
will be provided. Please bring your beverage of choice and perhaps an appetizer to
share. All are welcome, come for a fun evening of cooking, talking and laughter. RSVP's
appreciated to Ginny Breismeister at ginbreis@optonline.net.
“SOUPER BOWL” SUNDAY SOUP & CHILI SALE 2020
Sunday, February 2 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Show off your soup-making skills once again by volunteering to make and donate a quart
(or quarts) of soup or chili to benefit the FCCOG Women’s Fellowship! Quarts of

homemade soup and chili will be sold for $10 each. Please sign up to donate after church
in the auditorium or in the church office. Restaurant-style food containers will be available
when you sign up. This annual event has proven to be easy, inexpensive and popular for
both those who love to cook and those who love to eat! This is the only Women’s
Fellowship fundraiser for the year. Please contact Sue Wilder at swilder102@gmail.com
for more information.
OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY
First Church provides the noon meal for our neighbors at New Covenant Center on the first
Monday of the month. Please consider cooking or serving in the New Year. Either
commitment takes about two hours. You can sign up at www.fccog.org/event/volunteerfor-new-covenant-center or by emailing Patmendelsohn@aol.com.
A NEW YEAR... A NEW YOU?
A new class is being offered at FCCOG: Improve Balance and Focus
through Tai Chi. This class is open to all FCCOG members as well as the
broader community every Tuesday morning at 8:30 am.
Taught by Will Morrison, a long-time practitioner and Old Greenwich resident, the course
is intended for all ages and abilities. The class starts with core movements that become
more advanced and transformative as one improves. Simple movements, well-practiced,
improve joint flexibility, rootedness, mental sharpness and health.
Anyone from First Church will be given their first class free. While the value of a class is
thought to be between $10 and $20, future payment is to be made either to FCCOG or the
non-profit River House, a day care center for Seniors. One can also contribute based on
one’s ability. Other non-profits will alternate with River House over time. For more
information, email willmorr@yahoo.com.
NEW 2ND HOUR FOR FAITH FORMATION
Beginning on January 19, after church. Marty Bitner and Avery Manchester will lead a book
group discussion on The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully by Joan Chittister. Avery
is an avid reader of Chittister’s work, which is very relatable and readable. We might even
find ourselves talking about some of her many other works. The discussion will include
short video clips for discussion so there is no need to read the book ahead of time. The
sessions are scheduled for January 19th, and 26th and February 2nd and 9th in the Lounge.
This offering is sponsored by the Faith Formation and Education Committee and will be
assisted by Rosemary Lamie.

PRESCHOOL PARENT WORKSHOP: How to set loving limits
Two-part series: Wednesdays January 15th and 22nd
Choose morning or evening sessions:
Day sessions: 9:30 – 1:00 am or evening sessions: 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Led by Emily Trotman, M. Ed. Topics discussed: Setting clear limits that children will
cooperate with; Connecting with your child in ways that build emotional intelligence;
Staying calm to create a more respectful, resilient child. Space is limited. RSVP by calling
(203) 921-7493 or emailing info@emilytrotman.com.
PRE-K PROGRAM OPEN HOUSE INFORMATION DAY
Wednesday, January 29, 2020 at 7:00-8:00 PM
First Church Preschool's Pre-K Program is specifically tailored to help children build the
confidence, skills, independence, and knowledge necessary to ensure success in
kindergarten. The curriculum has been designed to be challenging, developmentally
appropriate, and delivered in a small class setting where children's unique needs and
challenges are met, and instruction and support are individualized to encourage each
child's optimal growth and development. Please RSVP to darlak@fccog.org or visit
www.firstchurchpreschool.org
HOLY COW (Church On Wednesday): January 29, 6:00 – 8:00 pm
§ Sheila Bennett will present Low Hanging Fruit, a workshop that is
intended to provide easy to implement actions that can have an
immediate impact on your health and can provide long term benefits, including
better brain functioning.
§ Kellie Norrgard will present Floor and Chair Yoga: Kellie gives great directions and
options for varying your movements as necessary.
§ Rosemary Lamie and team will offer a community service project designed for all
ages. Given that this date is close to February 14th, we will make Valentine’s for our
soldiers and veterans.
NOTICE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CHURCH ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE
There's been a delay in the production of the 2020 offertory envelopes due to equipment
issues at the company that handles the printing of these envelopes for First Church. The
envelopes will arrive sometime this month. In the meantime, the printing company has
provided generic envelopes that can be used for collections until we receive the official
ones. These are available in the Narthex of the Meetinghouse. Each envelope has a field to
fill in with your envelope number and/or name and address so your information and
donations can be recorded.

So far, 248 individuals and families have pledged $679,390 to continue the vital work of
the church. If you have not pledged, please help us reach our goal of 303 pledges.
Please know your pledge works wonders! First church supports over 30 charities that
shelter the homeless, feed the food insecure, bolster veterans, promote literacy, care for
the elderly, provide job training, and more.
Your participation is critical. Anyone who cares about First Church can pledge. A pledge is
a promise we make to each other to keep the work of the church moving forward.
To make your pledge, please visit www.iamfirstchurch.com or email your pledge to Steve
Summerton at steves@fccog.org.
Thank you!
The Stewardship Committee

NEWS FROM THE RUMMAGE ROOM
191 Sound Beach Avenue, Old Greenwich • 203-637-1875
www.fccog.org/about-us/the-rummage-room

Happy 2020! The Rummage Room is back open and has lots of warm clothing for
everyone. Need an extra coat? We have plenty. Stock up now while its chilly outside.
We also have lots of children's toys and games. Come take a look.
Manager Leanne’s Wish List:
Ladies Handbags, Women's Dresses, Men's Suits
Shop Hours:
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm

Donations accepted:
Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

The First Congregational Church of Greenwich
108 Sound Beach Avenue • Old Greenwich CT 06870
203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org
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