Tuesday, December 24, 2019
Christmas Eve
3:00 pm
All artwork ©Stushie art/ https://stushieart.com

First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and
affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment,
and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you to this special Christmas Eve service at First Congregational
Church. We hope that the mystery and comfort of the incarnation will be born in
you this night as we tell the story of how God came to be with us in Christ Jesus.
May God bless you and your family as we worship together.
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
We are happy to provide one upon request. You may also get one
from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room.

cd

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE
Christmas Suite

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, Organist
Alec Rowley

CHRISTMAS GREETING

Rev. Patrick Collins

(please sign and pass the red fellowship pad found at the end of your row.)

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:

The impossible is about to happen in a stable. The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.

All:

Those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them has the light shined!

One:

This is the evening when creation stood still and held its breath, for God was doing
the most unbelievable and dangerous thing.

All:

This is the evening when God embraced humanity from the inside, as one of us,
from birth to death.

One:

I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people. To you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.

All:

Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among all people!

*CAROL: O Come, All Ye Faithful
1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
Refrain:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
2. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! (Refrain)
3. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n.
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: (Refrain)
*All who are able, please stand.

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
The Stuckey Family
Reader: A child has been born for us!
Reader: Now we walk in God’s light, because the heavens have opened and joy has come!
Reader: The Prince of Peace has come to us!
Reader: Now the wars cease and the warriors may go home.
Reader: From this time onward, justice is established!
Reader: Now our burdens are eased, now the harvest has ripened,
now righteousness is established!
Reader: The zeal of the Lord of hosts shall do this!
(The Christ Candle is Lit)
All:

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given”
A child is born for us! A son is given to all of us! We come to see the child that
has been born, we come to gather in the glow of the stable, we come to sing
with angels and wonder with shepherds.

SOLO
The Virgin’s Slumber Song

Helena Brown, soprano
Max Reger

FIRST LESSON
Isaiah 9:2-7
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned.
You have made the nation great;
you have increased its joy.
They rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest,
as those who divide plunder rejoice.
As on the day of Midian, you’ve shattered the yoke that burdened them,
the staff on their shoulders,
and the rod of their oppressor.
Because every boot of the thundering warriors,
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned, fuel for the fire.
A child is born to us, a son is given to us,
and authority will be on his shoulders.
He will be named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
There will be vast authority and endless peace
for David’s throne and for his kingdom,
establishing and sustaining it with justice and righteousness
now and forever.

Pat Larrabee

*CAROL: Good Christian friends, rejoice
1. Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ was born today.
Ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!
Christ is born today!

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave:
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save!
Christ was born to save!

2. Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven's door,
and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this!
Christ was born for this!
SECOND LESSON
Once Upon a Christmastime

Helen Ingraham
by Dona M. Maroney

Once upon a Christmastime
The angels sang with joy,
To herald the coming
Of a precious Baby Boy.
Their shouting filled the heavens
And shook the mighty Earth,
And sent the shepherds searching
For the place of His glorious birth.
And when they found the manger
And gazed upon His face,
They knelt in adoration
In that low and holy place.
Oh, Father, fill me with the love
That filled the Earth that night,
A love that reaches throughout the world
And fills it with Your light.

*All who are able, please stand.

SOLO
Sweet Little Jesus Boy
THIRD LESSON
Luke 2:1-14

Helena Brown, soprano
Robert MacGimsey
Lynn Robertson

In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be
enrolled in the tax lists. This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria.
Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. Since Joseph belonged to David’s house and
family line, he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called Bethlehem,
in Judea. He went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in marriage
and who was pregnant. While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby. She
gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the guestroom.
Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord’s angel
stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for
all people. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you:
you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great
assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They said, “Glory to God in
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.”
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Rev. Patrick Collins

NATIVITY PAGEANT: Once in Royal David’s City
CALL TO OFFERING

Rev. Avery C. Manchester

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO THE CHRIST CHILD
During our offering, please come forward to visit baby Jesus, his family and those who came to the
manger. You are also invited to bring up your offering, greet the Pastors, and receive a special treat
from the staff of First Church. If you brought a “white gift” to the service today and have not placed
it under the Christmas tree in the back of the church, please do so as you depart. All collected gifts
will be donated to Covenant to Care for Children.

CAROL SING
Hark the Herald Angels Sing
1. Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

2. Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace!
Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings,
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

The First Nowell
1. The first Nowell, the angel did say,
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Refrain:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel.
2. And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went. (Refrain)
3. Then entered in those wise men three,
Full reverently upon their knee,
And offered there, in his presence,
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. (Refrain)
Joy to the World
1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.
3. He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love, And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.
Angels We Have Heard on High
1. Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echo back their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2. Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come adore on bended knee,
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

What Child is This?
1. What child is this, who laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
Refrain:
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary.
2. Why lies he in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: For sinners here
The silent Word is pleading. (Refrain)
3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come peasant, king, to own him;
The king of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone him. (Refrain)
CHRISTMAS PRAYER

Rev. Avery C. Manchester

SOLO
O Holy Night

Helena Brown, soprano
Adolphe Adam

CAROL: Silent Night
1. Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright
‘Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
3. Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
BENEDICTION

Rev. Patrick Collins

POSTLUDE
In dulci jubilo

J. S. Bach

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS AND DECORATIONS
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The decorations and flowers in the Meetinghouse today are given
in joyful and loving memory of:
Robert Ellinwood Alden by his family
Dana Andersen by her family
Gordon Andrews by Cindy and Richard DiPreta
Beth and Sherman Baldwin and Lisa Berizzi by Anne Baldwin Castine
John and Betty Briggs by the Kreuter family
Joe Browne by Tom, Terri and Peter Kutzen
Jim Callaway and Julienne Callaway by Bob Carey and Linda Callaway
Judy Carey by Bob Carey and Linda Callaway
John Clark Chidsey by Mary Ann Chidsey, his mother
Joan Denne by her family
Anne, Bill and Sue Denne by their family
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Josephine Dolce DuCharme by Robin DuCharme Pastore and family
George W. Fisk by Dorothy L. Fisk
Lt. Col. C. George Fryback and Nicholas G. Fryback by the Fryback family
Margaret and Carleton Gisborne, our parents, by Ruth and Gifford Reed
Edmund and Shirley Hawxhurst by Tom and Carol Woodman
Bristo and Helen Hogue, my parents by Rosemary Lamie
Richmond B. Hopkins by his family
Marian and Fred Hout by Susie Hout Baker and Sara, Charlie and Lizzie
Paul Hudson and George Finch by The Hudson and Finch families
Phyllis Kimball, our loving mother and Nana by Karen Pacent and Nicole Pacent-Lindquist
Joan and Jim Kreuter by their children and grand-children
Carol Kutzen and Jerry Kutzen by Tom, Terri and Peter Kutzen
Roger A. Lepoutre by the Lepoutre family
Robert H. MacLea Jr. by Carolyn H. MacLea
John and Melita Magness by their family
Gerald and Mildred Mulhall by the Ghaffari family
Erna Nelson by Ken and Erna Olson
Efraim and Victoria Olson by Ken and Erna Olson
Kimberly Pacent, our beautiful daughter and sister by Paul and Karen Pacent and Nicole
Pacent-Lindquist
Joanna and Richard Pastore by Robin DuCharme Pastore and family
Patsy and David Patterson by Tom and Carol Woodman
Jean and Kay Paulus by Tom and Carol Woodman
John L. Putnam by Wendy Putnam and Jennifer Maloney
Louise and Harrison Reed, our parents, by Ruth and Gifford Reed
Charlie and Bill Robertson by Eric and Betsy Kreuter
Eric and Susan Robertson, my father and sister, by Lynn Robertson
Ryan and Margaret Rosendale by Ken and Erna Olson
Carole C. Sweger by the Sweger family
Purisima and Feliciano Teria by Erlinda and Larry Haviland
The beloved Reverend Jo Tolley by Diane and Paul Kretschmann
Charles J. Veith IV by his sister, Linda V. Glover
Richard Vogt by an anonymous donor
Alvin Wachsman by Anne Wachsman
William Webster by Mary Webster
Arthur C. and Catherine G. Weigner, our parents by Stephen and Ronald
Harry and Rick Woodman by Tom and Carol Woodman
Rick Woodman by Carolyn Paulus and the entire Woodman family
Rafic and Adele Zaitoon, one of the best loving parents and grandparents by Rima
Zaitoon

The decorations and flowers in the Meetinghouse today are given in honor of:
o Virginia Liddel © by her loving children Bob, Betsy and Joani, and all of her 7
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren
o Ringa-May and Sune Gronlund by Pam and Lee Shubert

ADDITIONAL SERVICES TODAY
5 pm Carol Sing and Wish Making
Meet by our creche and make a wish by the fire pit for the coming year.
6 pm Festival Service
Reverend Patrick Collins, preaching
Music by The Chancel Choir and Brass and “Once in Royal David’s City” Christmas Pageant
9 pm Youth/Alumni Candlelight & Communion Service
Reverend Patrick Collins, preaching; Music by The Youth/Alumni Choir and Harp
The Church Offices will be closed Wednesday, December 25, Thursday, December 26
and Wednesday, January 1, 2020 for the holidays.
The clergy and staff of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich wish you a very
merry Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year.
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