Jesus – What a Wonderful Surprise!
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Children’s Christmas Eve Service
10:00 am
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First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be open and affirming;
open to all for participation, membership, leadership, and employment, and
affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you to this special Christmas Eve service at First Congregational
Church. We hope that the mystery and comfort of the incarnation will be born in
you this night as we tell the story of how God came to be with us in Christ Jesus.
May God bless you and your family as we worship together.
Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices.
Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
We are happy to provide one upon request. You may also get one
from the bookshelf across from the sound booth room.

Please let an usher know if you would like a Bible during the service.
ADDITIONAL SERVICES TODAY
We are happy to provide one upon request.
3 pm Family Service
Reverend Patrick Collins, preaching
Music by Helena Brown, soprano
“Once in Royal David’s City” Christmas Pageant
5 pm Carol Sing and Wish Making
Meet by our creche and make a wish by the fire pit
for the coming year.
6 pm Festival Service
Reverend Patrick Collins, preaching
Music by The Chancel Choir and Brass
“Once in Royal David’s City” Christmas Pageant
9 pm Youth/Alumni
Candlelight & Communion Service
Reverend Patrick Collins, preaching
Music by The Youth/Alumni Choir and Harp

WELCOMING GOD AND ONE ANOTHER
PRELUDE

Jon Hunt, piano

INTROIT
This Little Light of Mine

The Cherub Choir
Carol Woodman, director
Debbie Berner, piano

WELCOME!

Reverend Carla Dietz
(please sign and pass the red fellowship pad found at the end of your row.)

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: O come all God’s faithful!
All: We are joyful and excited today!
One: O come you, o come you to Bethlehem
All: We come to church to worship God this happy day!
One: Come and adore the Christ Child, born the king of angels.
*CAROL
O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.
Sing choirs of angels
Sing in exultation,
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.
*All who are able, please rise.

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

The Worden Family

Today we light the Christ Candle to celebrate the birth of the Baby Jesus.
Reader 1: Rejoice, people of God! The light has come into the world.
Reader 2: O God, now we light the candle of your nativity!
Reader 3: Today we light the Christ candle as a reminder that so many years ago,
a child was born and that child was love, and that love is here with us today.
Reader 4: The word of God was made flesh and dwells among us. Thanks be to
God for a love like that, a love forever in pursuit of you and me.
All: God, our Life and Light, thank you for coming this day to us. In every
corner of the world, shine this day with your peace. In every corner of our
hearts, shine this day with your grace. Amen.

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS AND THE NATIVITY
Readings from the Deep Blue Story Book (Common English Bible)
Readers: Elizabeth and Kevin Scheller-Crowley

The Angel Gabriel Comes to Mary
Luke 1:26-38
Angels We have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high,
Singing sweetly o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be,
Which inspire your heavenly song.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

The Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:1-7
Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes;
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray;
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And fit us for Heaven to live with Thee there.

The Shepherds and Angels
Luke 2:8-16
The First Noel
The first Noel the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as
they lay;
In fields as they lay, keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.

The Wisemen from the East
Matthew 2:1-12
We Three Kings
We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts, we traverse afar.
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect Light.

RESPONDING TO THE GIFT OF JESUS
CALL TO OFFERING

Andrea W. Osker

During our offering, please come forward to visit baby Jesus, his
family and those who came to the manger. You are also invited to
bring up your offering and get a candle or flashlight. If you brought
a “white gift” to the service today and have not placed it under the
Christmas tree at the back of the church, please do so as you depart.
All collected gifts will be donated to Covenant to Care for Children.

MESSAGE
Jesus: What a Wonderful Surprise!
*CLOSING CAROL: Joy to the World!
Joy to the world! The Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven
and nature sing.
*All who are able, please rise.

Reverend Carla Dietz

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.
*CHRISTMAS BLESSING
To send everyone forth to Christmas

Reverend Carla Dietz

Special thanks to the Worden Family for the Advent Candle Lighting Ceremony;
the Gartner Family for playing the Holy Family in the Pageant;
and Scripture readers Elizabeth and Kevin Scheller-Crowley.
The Church Offices will be closed Wednesday, December 25, Thursday, December 26
and Wednesday, January 1, 2020 for the holidays.
The clergy and staff of The First Congregational Church of Greenwich wish you a very
merry Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year.
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